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SERMON I. 


* 


Luxe II. go, 31 and part of 32 Verſes, 


Mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation which thou 


haſt prepar'd before the Face of all People a 
Light to lighten the Gentiles. 


F the many, and important Advan- 


tages, of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
this ſeems to be not the leaſt conſiderable, 
that Men are thereby more clearly inform'd, 
in the ſeveral Particulars of their Duty; and 
better enabled for the Performance of it, 
than they were by the unaſſiſted Force, of 


natural Knowledge. 


The Chriſtian Religion therefore, imports 
this Suppoſition; that theſe Things were 
neither generally enough, nor clearly 
enough, known before, it pretends to have 

B brought 
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F SERMON I. 


brought Men from Ignorance of thoſe ma- 
terial Points, to Knowledge. To have 
added this new Inſtruttion to any that we 


had before from Natural Reaſon, and to 


have no otherwiſe diminiſh'd the Light of 


Nature, than by ſurrounding it with one 
ſtill more extenſive and clear. But to ſay 
that it has render'd unneceſſary the Uſe of 
our Reaſon, that a Religion which appeals 


to that, and to our Senſes, to be judg'd by 
them, ſhould afterwards ſet aſide thoſe 


Judges, by which it has been introduced to 
our Favour and Approbation, to ſay that 
we are to receive, and believe Things di- 
rectly Contradictory to both; nay that we 
are to believe Things impoſſible, and (as 


Tome have ſaid) to believe them becauſe they 


are ſo: All this tends not ſo much to the 
raiſing of prejudices againſt Reaſon, as 
againſt the Chriſtian Revelation itſelf, that 
does in this Inſtance, no wiſe deſerve them. 
Reaſon is the univerſal Director, that God 
has given to the World; and to thoſe who 


have 


SERMON I. 3 


have any Share of it, no Arguments are 
ſufficient to prove, that it ſhou'd not be 
follow'd, ſo far as it goes. The Chriſtian 
Religion therefore, in Truth pretends to no 
more than this, to have brought Knowledge 
into the World, concerning ſome Points 
that were moſt important to be known; and 
to have render'd that Knowledge moſt 
uſeful to us, by ſhewing, how it may be 
employ'd to the obtaining of Happineſs and 


Immortality, in a World to come. 


If this therefore be true ; if the Heathen 
World, was in Ignorance of thoſe Things, 
and if Chriſtianity has made them known, if 
Mankind would probably have ſtill remain'd 
unaſſur'd about them, (ſuppoſing that the 
Chriſtian Religion had not introduced them) 
and if Chriſt when he came, did not only 
declare, but prove them, by Arguments 
ſtrong and convincing, then without Doubt, 
is the Light of Chriſtianity moſt uſeful, and 
valuable to the World, ſhould be receiv'd 

B 2 with 
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4 SERMON 1, 
with Joy and Thankfulneſs; and attended 


to, and follow'd with Care. 


My Buſineſs therefore ſhall be to enquire 
Firſt, whether it appears that the Gentiles, 
or Nations of the Heathen World, are 
rightly ſuppos'd to have wanted any other 
Knowledge, than what their natural reaſon 
afforded them. And ſecondly, whether 
Jeſus Chriſt has ſupplied them with that 
Knowledge; whether he has really enlight- 
ened them, in thoſe Points ſuppoſed requi- 


lite to be known. 


The firſt thing to be enquir'd into is this: 
Does the Chriſtian Revelation, rightly ſup- 


poſe, that knowledge, was wanting to the 


Heathen World, more than their natural 


Reaſon could ſupply them with ? 


In Anſwer to this Queſtion, it is certain 
in the firſt Place, that if there be no God 
above us, no Man did ever want any In- 
ſtruction about other Affairs, than the preſenc 


Concerns 


SERMON I. 5 


Concerns of Life. If Men were aſſur' d 
of this Point, then indeed they might be 


enabled with Confidence to pronounce, that 
any Inſtruction relating to any thing elſe, 
than the Buſineſs of this World, would be 
very unneceſſary and abſurd. But ſo far 
are we from being certain, that there is no 
God, that there ſtart up before us, innumer- 
able Arguments to perſuade us, that there 
muſt be, that there attually is, an inviſible 
Creator of the Univerſe! Arguments! which 
the Subtilty of the boldeſt Men, never 
have, nor ever will be able to overturn. If 
theſe Arguments ſhow'd be allow'd only 
probable ; even then, it were to be wiſh'd, 
that this Probability were made more clear, 
that Doubt and Obſcurity were remov*'d, and 
that Mankind were made certain, of the 
Being, of this great Author, of themſelves 
and the Univerſe If theſe Arguments are 
convincing, (as they moſt aſſuredly are) then 
alſo it is no leſs ſure, than to thoſe who 
knew but little, to the World in general, 
who 


— — 2 — — — 
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who had but an imperfett Knowledge of the 
Attributes and Perfections of this great 
Being; it was highly expedient, they ſhould 
have more, and any clear light, they could 
receive relating to him, was highly to be 
defired and ſought. But further, tho' there 
be a God, to whom the World and we owe 


our being; yet if perhaps, he has deſign'd 


us but for a ſhort Exiſtence in this World 


only, to be buſted and amus'd for a few 
Years here, and then to return to that ori- 
ginal nothing, from whence we came; in 
this Caſe alſo, we ſhall have no need, of 
any Information about other Affairs, than 
the mere Concerns, of this preſent Life; 
with this Exception, that as we are apt to 


ſuſpe& with ourſelves, that ſomewhat poſſi- 


bly may be hereafter, ſo it would not be 


diſagreeable to be made certain, (at leaſt ta 


many it would not) that we had nothing on 


this SubjeR; there, to give us any concern, 


but beſides that we are thus liable, to this 


Apprehenſion, ſo there are many reaſons on 
this 


this SubjeR, that riſe up powerfully in the 


Minds of Men, which cannot be ſilenc'd, nor 
beaten down: Reaſons, that perſuade us, this 
World, cannot be the only Scene, in which 
we are concern'd, that that Spirit within us, 


which contains the Principle of Thought, and 


Motion, muſt be ſomething more than in- 
active Matter; and if ſo, that there is a great 
likelihood and probability, for being of its 
own nature, immortal; it is alſo natural to 
ſuppoſe, that the apparent unequal Appoint- 
ment of Things here, ſhall be better adjuſted 


in ſome other Place, the Misfortunes of the 


Innocent, and Virtuous recompenc'd to 
them, and the ſucceſsful Miſchiefs of the 
Iniquitous call'd to Account, and requited 


with juſt Puniſhment. 


Theſe Things that I have thus ſuggeſted, 
from many Conſiderations become probable, 
and carry with them the likelihood of Truth; 


if there be any Thing more in them, they are 


Points of Importance, they are of Impor- 
tance 


8 SERMON TL 


tance to all Men, they are what the Minds 
of all thinking Men, have ftrain'd after, 
and ftrove to be ſatisfied about. If there 
be any Thing more than Likelihood in 


them, the Perſon who can make, or has al- 


ready made, any clear Diſcovery, ſuited to 


the general Underſtanding, and level of 


Mankind; is doubtleſs, a Diſcoverer of 
uſeful and valuable Light, to the World. 
But ſuppoſing, that we have no doubt of 


the Being of a God, or the Probability, of 
a future State, are we all of us therefore, 
immediately acquainted, with all, that it 


would be uſeful for us to know? Do we 


know clearly, the Relation in which we ſtand 


1 towards God? Do we naturally know, 


ll N clearly and diſtinaly, the Particulars of 


| | 8 our Duty to him, to ourſelves, and to 
11 each other? I do not aſk what we know as 
Chriſtians, or what ſome may be able now 
to prove, who have ſeen the Concluſions, 
fix'd by the Doctrine of Chrift, and have 


afterwards, ſought out Proofs for the moral 
1 1 Part 


Part of them, that is not a fair Mode of Ar- 
gument: But did all Men, always, and na- 
turally enjoy that Knowledge; were the 
Heathen World of old, or are they at pre- 
ſent, acquainted with any reaſonable Service, 
to pay to the one ſupreme God, of the 
Univerſe? did the lower Claſſes of Men, 
amongſt them, know this? had they any 
ſatisfactory Reaſons to rely upon, that that 
God, (whom if they knew at all they muſt 
know to be holy, pure, and juſt) would be 
inclin'd, to forgive the Frailties of our 
Nature, as often as our extreme Feebleneſs, 
and repeated Follies, may require? what 
ſure Proof, could they have to content 
them, that their Repentence, and Reſolu- 
tions of Amendment, tho* many Times re- 
peated, and always ineffectual; yet would 
at Length, certainly reconcile them, to their 
offended Creator ? 


They might well wonder at their Condi- 
tion; with ſome Senſe of every Virtue ; 
C 


and 
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and yet, under the Influence of Paſſions, 
hurrying them to every Vice; ignorant, 
where to apply for Aſſiſtance, which they 
could not but be ſenſible they daily wanted, 
for they had no Knowledge of ſupernatural 
Aſſiſtance, or of the Aids, and ſecret Com- 
munication, of the Spirit of God under 
theſe Circumſtances, conſidering how little 
it is, that human Merit can attain to, how 
very little every ingenious Mind, will be 
ſatisfied with its own Perſormances; what 
hopes could even the beſt amongſt them 
entertain, of arriving at Happineſs, and the 
Preſence of God hereafter. Amongſt 
many Defects therefore, under which the 
Heathens labour'd, theſe appear to be re- 
markable. Firſt, that Morality was no 
where fully and clearly taught amongſt 
them ; was no where ſo taught, as to have 
any Influence on the great Bulk of Man- 
kind. It may perhaps be queſtion'd, whe- 
ther any one of the ancient Philoſophers ; 
had a clear View, of all the Particulars of 


our 
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our moral Duty, and at the ſame Time, de- 
duc'd them fairly, from the Principles on 
which they ought to ſtand, this may the 
more reaſonably be queſtion'd, ſince there 
is yet, ſcarce any one Syſtem of Morality 
produc'd into the World, which has not 
had Exceptions made to it. But if we 
ſhou'd allow that there were one, or two, 
tolerable Syſtems of Morality, drawn up by 
?lofophers of clear Heads and thorough 
Inſight into Nature; vet of what uſe were 
theſe to the far greateſt Part ? to the middle 
and to the lower Ranks of Men: Of what 
uſe are they to the Ignorant, who moſt 
wanted Inſtruction? To the young and 
thoughtleſs who moſt wanted Admonition, 
and Reſtraint? What Authority was ſtampt 
upon them, to give them Weight, and en- 
force Attention, from thoſe who had not 
Leizure or Ability, or whoſe Youth, and 
Paſſions, would not give them Time for the 
Enquiry ? The Pleaſures of Senſe, are of a 
lively Character, engaging, and violent; how 
C's often 
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often do they prevail, againſt the ſirmeſt 
Reſolutions, founded on the cleareſt Views 


of our Duty, and of the Dangers following 


1ts Violation. 


Can we then expect that the doubtful, 
and dry Deductions of Philoſophy, ſhould 
be of ſufficient Force, to ſubdue, what we 
daily, and hourly ſee, the clear Light, and 
cheriſhing Hopes of Chriſtianity, fail to 
effect? 


That they ſhould be of Force, vith the 
Ignorant, who underſtood them not; with 
the Raſh, and Heedleſs, who wou'd not at- 


tend to them; with thoſe, wedded to their 


Paſſions, who wou'd gladly turn aſide, from 


Arguments; which were not caſy to bepur- 


ſued, and made out. 


Secondly, Whatever their Condition was, 
with Regard to Morality, with Reſpet to 
Religion, it ſeems to have been much more 
deplorable: In the very firſt Traces of an- 


cient 


\ 
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cient Hiſtory that we have, we ſee the Cuſ- 
tom introduced of ſetting up Idols, as Ob- 
jects of Adoration; and worſhipping the 
Spirits of departed Men; we ſee this Theo. 
logy, ſpread out afterwards, and multiplied 
into an almoſt infinite Number of Deities. 
We oblerve the Egyptians, the Greeks, the 
Romans, all learned, polite, and powerſul 
Nations, notwithſtanding this Refinement ; 
abandon'd in general, to the loweſt .and 
moſt ſtupid Idolatry. Worſhippers of the 
Statues of every Temple that was next at 
Hand ; and often of the Images of the moſt 
vicious and abandon'd Men: Nay of the 
Beaſts, and of the Vegetables, of the Earth : 
They ſerv'd them with an unaccountable, 
and ridiculous Worſhip ; with weak, and 
childiſh Ceremonies ; with cruel, and bloody 
Sacrifices; with Wickedneſs; and ſome— 


times, with Lewdneſs not to be nam'd. 


It is nat material, here to urge, that their 
Philoſophers, deſpis'd this Worſhip: The. 
World 
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World does not conſiſt of Philoſophers, but 
of Men; who, if not enlighten'd with the 
Knowledge of the true God, by other Means 
than Philoſophers have ever yet diſcover'd; 
will make to themſelves, ſuch Objects of 
Worſhip, as their Heads can contrive; and 
whilſt they are 1gnorant of the only true 
God, what can we expctt, their Religion 
will be of? True Religion, is indeed the 
Worſhip of the True God, but for what is 
it intended, if not to lead us, to the Imita- 
tion of the True God? to make us like to 
him (lo far as we are capable of reſembling 
him) in juſtice, Purity, Mercy, Goodnels, 
and Truth. But how could they imitate, 
how poſſibly make themſelves like to that 
Pattern, which the wiſe, and thinking, knew 
lo doubtfully; and the greateſt Part, knew 
not at all? Another Point the Heathens 
were ignorant of, and which certainly muſt 
be of Importance to know, was; a ſure 
Method, to obtain Forgiveneſs of Sins: 
And of this, one wou'd imagine it natural 


for 
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for Men, who form'd a right Eſtimation of 
their own Defects, to entertain ſome Doubts. 
Every Sin we commit, is either a Viola- 
tion of the Rights of our Neighbour, or it 
is an Injury to our own Health, and eaſe of 
Body; to our Innocence and Santtity of 
Mind; or elle it is an outrage and affront, to 
the Majeſty, and Authority, of the ſu- 
preme Lawgiver of the Univerſe; and not 


unfrequently, it is all of theſe Enormities 


united. What natural Aſſurance can an 


offender have, that his Sorrows, and even 
his Reſolution of Amendment, can wipe 
away ſuch Offences, and reconcile him to 
his Maker? Natural Reaſon, terrifies us 
with the Idea of God's neceſlary Juſtice : 
Chriſtianity alone, can aſſure us that the 
rigorous Sentence, is temper'd by Mercy: 
That this Mercy is till in ſtore for us, and 
that the Deity, will extend his fatherly 
Arms, to receive his penitent Children: 
Can Natural Religion do this, with ſuch a 
Certainty, as to give ſufficient Encourage- 


ment, 
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ment, to ſet about Reformation, and go thro? 
the Difficulties, of combating, the hourly 
Attacks of Paſhon, and the Inveteracy, of 
habitual Sin? It is hard for us to ſay, what 
wou'd be the Uneaſineſs of a Mind, in ſuch 


a State, but certainly, if we conſider Mat- 


ters aright, we have the greateſt Reaſon to 
bleſs God; that we know, there is a ſuffi- 
cient Sacrifice, and Satisfattion, offer'd up 
for our Sins; and that Faith in Chriſt, and 


true Repentance, will at all Times, be ſuf- 


ficient to ſecure us Pardon and F orgive- 


neſs. 


One other important Point, the Heathens 
were ignorant of, was the Aſſiſtance of 
Gods Grace, and the ſecret Communication, 
of his holy Spirit: I can do all Things, 
(fays the Apoſtle) thro' Chriſt, which 
Strengtheneth me, and certainly, whatever 
we might be able to do, without his Aſſiſt- 
ance ; it is however, the greateſt Encou- 
ragement to us, to exert ourſelves to the 


utmoſt 
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utmoſt, when we conſider that with this 
Help, if we be not wanting to ourſelves, no 
Difficulty ſhall ſtand before us. On the 
other Hand, they who think they are left 
to themſelves, when they find, after often 
ſtriving they are always, foil'd by their Ad- 
verſaries, and are unable to perform their 
Duty, with that Exactneſs they coud wiſh ; 
what Encouragement can they have to per- 
ſiſt in the Attempt: May they not ſuſpett, 
It is above their Abilities; and ſuffer Things 
to go as they may, ſince they cannot have 
them, as they deſire? The ſmall Uneaſineſs 
that appears to have been in the Heathens, 
on Account of the Inability of performing 
their Duty, or the obtaining Pardon for 
their Sins; and the ſmail Account ſome 


Teachers of Chriſtianity ſeem to make, of 
the Aſſiſtance of the Grace of God; are 
Matters of juſt Surprize: Whence can 
proceed their Boaſts, of the natural Strength 
of Mankind, to perform what God requires 
of them? their Complaints, about our de- 


D crying 
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crying the natural Abilities of Mankind, 


and about our enlarging, on the Weakneſs, 


duty; when left to themſelves? Whence 
10 can all this proceed ? but from ſome Mi- 
takes, about the true Duties of Chriſtianity: 


| 
1 and Incapacity of Men, to perform their 
| 


or from miſcounting their own Perform- 


ances; and imputiny that, to their own 
Strength, which the Religion of Chriſt tells 
us, ſhould be aſcrib'd to the Aſſiſtance, of 


the divine Grace. It is an caſy matter, to 


miſcalculate our own Performance; and I 


doubt not, there are many to be found, who 
becauſe they refrain from the great, and no- 


torious Tranſgreſſions of the Law, imagine 
that they have diſcharg'd the Sum of their 
Moral Duty: Whilſt perhaps, their Hearts 
have very little of that charitable Temper, 
that ſocial, forgiving, indulgent, humble | 
1008 | Spirit, that marks the true Diſciple of 
Ill Chriſt. Such Men, miſtake, or at leaſt 
| ' they but imperfectly enumerate, the Duties 
of Chriſtianity, and muſt conſequently err ; 


1 when 
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when they come to caſt up the Strength of 
their own Abilities, or the Sum of their 
Merit. If there be others, who do truly 
ſtate their Chriſtian Precepts; and find 
themſelves well advanced in the Perform- 
ance of them, it ſhou'd ſeem ftrange, that 
they ſhou'd impute all this merit to them- 
ſelves; when the Goſpel of Chriſt, fo 
plainly tells us, we are to give all to the 
Glory of God, and to the Merit of his 
Grace which aſſiſts us. But, that I may not 


too much wander from my Subject, I ſhall 


only obſerve, that the Benefits ariſing from 


the Perſuaſion of this Aſhſtance, are obvi- 
ous, and conſiderable: It teaches us Hu- 
mility, if not itſelf the chief; yet the prin- 
ciple of almoſt 'every Virtue, and at the 
ſame Time, it guards us againſt the gloomy 
Terrors of Deſpair. It ſets our Perform- 
ances upon a right Footing, and teaches us 


the true Merit of them; it directs us, where 


to apply for Aſſiſtance in Diſtrefs, it leads 


| L : 4 
us to the Exerciſe of that great Duty, con- 
D 2 ſtant 
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ſtant Prayer; that eſſential Part of Reti- 
gion, which is in itſelf moſt reaſonable; and 
in its Effetts, moſt uſeful; as it is indeed, * 
an habitual Converſation with God ; whom 
whilſt we thus regularly addreſs, we ſhall 


not lightly, venture to offend. Another 


material Point, the Heathen World were 
ignorant of, was the Certainty of a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments; which 
however ſome of them might collect from 
Arguments of good Probability ; and many 
of them might wiſh for; yet certainly, it 
is one Thing to reaſon from doubtful Ap- 
pearances ; another to be aſſured of Truth; 


by an expreſs Meſſenger from on high. 


Among the many Advantages, Chriſtianity 


has over Heatheniſm, may fairly allo be 


counted, the poſitive Inſtitutions of our 
100 Religion; Inſtitutions which he who pro- 
feſſes to deſpiſe, or lightly to eſteem, takes 
upon himſelf to be wiſer than the Founder 
\l 1488 of the Religion we profeſs. It is allow'd, 
thelg 
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theſe may be over valued as we have abun- 
dant Inſtances in the Church of Rome. But 
ſo may any other particular Ad of Duty; 
if we ſubſtitute that, in the Place of the 
Whole. But it is ſaid, theſe are confeſſedly 
Things of {mall Moment, compar'd with 
the Eternal, unalterable Rules of Morality. 
I believe, it is not attempted, to perſuade 
Men to quit the Obſervance of moral Ho- 
neſty, in order to be more punctual at the 
Sacraments of Chriſtianity; we know our 
Saviour's Anſwer, in a Caſe allied to this ; 
there is no need, nor can it be commend. 


able in us to neglett either. 


But ſome Men ſay, we do not fee the Uſe 
of theſe poſitive Inſtitutions: Were it even 
aſſerted we could ſee none; wou'd it be 


dangerous to venture to prattice them, upon 


the ſole Authority of Chriſt. 


However, 1t 1s certainly of Advantage, 
to have ſtated Times, and ſolemn Acts of 
Worſhip ; 
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Worſhip; without which, Religion will 
ſcarcely be preſerv'd: It is of Advantage, 
to be under Obligation, at thoſe Times to 


conſider of our Condition; whether, we 


obſerve the Religion we profeſs; whether, 


we fail not in any Duty; whether we im- 
prove, or fall off, in the Exerciſe of Piety 


and Virtue. 


It is of advantage, at thoſe Times, to be 
made Partakers of the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Death and Paſhon, and to receive Aſſiſt- 
ances of his Grace, which, (if we believe 


the Goſpel) we have good Reaſon to look 
up to him for, 


If theſe Advantages, are not ſufficient, to 
determine us, to eſteem and to obſerve 
theſe Inſtitutions; I am indeed ignorant, 


of any that will. 


Theſe, ſeem to be among the more ma- 
terial Points, wherein the Heathen World 


were defective: They are ſo conſiderable, 
that 
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that it may well be concluded, that In- 
formation was wanting to them, and that they 
had ſufficient Reaſon, joyfully to receive, 
any plain Inſtruction upon theſe Heads. 


I ſhould now proceed to the ſecond Part 
I propos'd; namely to ſhew, whether Jeſus 
Chriſt has actually ſupplied the Heathen 
World with that knowledge, and enlighten'd 
them in thoſe Particulars which were requi- 
ſite to be known ; but the Arguments on this 
material Point, being copious and extenſive, 
I ſhall defer their Conſideration to a future 


Opportunity. 


SERMON II. 


E 
— Wen. Sew Won Wen SEC 


SERMON II. 


Luxe II. 3o, 31 and part of 32 Verſes. 


. 


Mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation which thou 


haſt prepar'd before the Face of all People 
a Light to lighten the Gentiles, 


i a former Diſcourſe upon this Subje, 
I propos'd, two Points to be conſider'd: 
Firſt, Whether the Nations of the Heathen 


World, are rightly ſuppos'd, to have ſtood 


in need of any other Knowledge, than 


what their natural Reaſon cou'd afford them: 
And Secondly, Whether Jeſus Chriſt, has 
actually ſupplied them with that knowledge, 


which in conſequence of the Inveſtigation 
then purſued, was found to be ſo highly 
requiſite. 


In ſpeaking to the former part of the 


Subject, I endeavour'd to ſhew, that there 


1 were ſeveral uſeful, nay neceſſary Points 
; 


— 
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of Knowledge, which were really wanting 
to the Heathen World, to direct their Steps 
in the preſent State of intellectual Darkneſs, 
the Chief of which were: Firſt, The full and 
clear Knowledge of Morality, or of a right 
rule of Behaviour one towards another; 
Secondly, a right Knowledge of Religion, 
or of the true Method to pleaſe, and to 


worſhip, our Sovereign Creator: 


Thirdly, che Certainty, chat there will 
be a Life hereafter, in which good Men 
{hall be rewarded for their Obedience, and 
the wicked puniſh'd for their Sins: Fourthly, 
the Knowledge of a ſure effeQtual Method, 


to obtain Pardon of our Sins from God: 


Fifthly, The Aſſurance of our being al- 
fiſted in the Performance of our Duty, by 
the inward Communications of God's holy 
Spirit : Sixthly, The poſitive Inſtitutions 
of Chriſtianity, by which, at Baptiſm, we 
ſolemnly dedicate ourſelves to him, and at 

E. the 
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the Lord's Supper, are oblig'd, frequently 


to conſider, of our Lives and Converſations, 
whether we do indeed obſerve his Laws; 
and where ve ſolemnly renew our Vows of 
Obedience to him. I proceed now, to the 
ſecond Thing to be confider'd, whether 
Jeſus Chriſt, has actually ſupplied Man- 
kind with due Information on theſe impor- 
tant Subjects; whether he has enlighten'd 
them in thoſe Points, ſuppoſed thus requi- 
fite to be known. And to this Queſtion, 
they who examine fairly, and conſider ſeri- 
ouſly, muſt neceſſarily anſwer that he has: 
Chriſt has been truly a Light to the Gen- 


tiles, and that upon theſe ſeveral accounts. 


Firſt, that he has indeed brought to Light 
thoſe uſeful and neceſſary tho? before hidden 
Truths. Secondly, that he has ſufficiently 
and fully prov'd thoſe Truths. Thirdly, 
that he has ſo prov'd them as thereby to 


inſtrutt and enlighten all Ranks, Degrees, 
and Conditions of Men. 
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I aſſert then, that he has inſtructed us, in 
all uſeful, and neceſſary Truths, he has 
given us the ſhorteſt, the cleareſt, nay the 
ſtrongeſt, and the beſt Rules of Morality ; 
that ever were deliver'd to Men: He has 
inform'd us of the Nature and Properties, 
of that one, eternal, infinite, Almighty 
God, ſo far as it can be uſeful to us to 
know; he has in plain Words, and clear, 
laid before us, the Sum of the Duty that 
this God expeRts at our Hands; this Duty, 
he has declar'd, ſhall not be obſerv'd with- 
out ſufficient Rewards, nor negletted with- 
out Puniſhment: He has laid before us, 
the Immortality of the Soul, the Refur- 
rection of the Dead, and the endleſs Hap- 
pineſs, or Miſery, of a future Life: He 
has inform'd us, upon what Conditions, God 
will forgive our Failings paſt; and be pre- 
vail'd upon to aſſiſt and prevent us for the 
future, with his Special Gracc, and holy 
Spirit; he has ſet apart an Order of Men, 
to adminiſter his Sacraments; and to awaken 
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the Attention, to thoſe Inſtitutions, by which 
we are bound by ſolemn Vows to Obedi- 
ence; and by which we are reminded fre- 


quently to renew theſe Sacred Obligations. 


Having thus ſet before us, the true Light of 
immortal Life, and clear*d the Paſſage to it, 
he has opeu'd our Eyes, to the Knowledge of 
the moſt uſeful, ſerious, neceſſary, and im- 
portant Truths; in every Circumſtance of 
which, the Heathen Morality, was obviouſly 
deficient: Their different Syſtems, prove the 
Imperfettion of all; Their Polytheiſm, their 
Ignorance, of the Nature of God, and even 
amongſt thoſe who had the juſteſt Notions 
of the Attributes of the Divinity, the Un- 
certainty of a future State, and the conco- 
mitant Rewards and Puniſhments thereof; 
left a Gap in their Philoſophy, that human 
Reaſon alone was not able to fill up. But 
farther, Chriſt is moſt truly a Light to the 
World, becauſe all that Truth which he 
taught, he did ſufficiently, and fully prove. 


Truth, 
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Truth, until it receive a reaſonable Proof, 
docs ſcarcely deſerve its Name. Preſent 
Pleaſure, is a Thing certain to us, and Man- 
kind are not ſo indifferent with Reſpe& to 
it, as to forego and relinquiſh it, for weak 
Hopes, and doubtful Expedtations, of ſome- 
thing, that may poſhbly come to paſs; to be 
efficatious, it muſt carry proof with it, not 
only forcible, but univerſal. If therefore, 
the Philoſophers of old, had gueſs'd at much 
more than they really did, with Reſpect to 
our Duty here, yet whilſt they were unable 
to bring other People, much leſs the whole 
World, to the Point of Certainty, and Aſ- 
ſurance, it was not poſſible, that their Doc- 
trine and Precepts, (tho' in themſelves 
true) ſhou'd be of any great Uſe: Were 
all Men, of Capacities equal to Socrates, or 
Plato, a Revelation for the Inſtruction of 
Men, had not been ſo much wanted; they 
who are capable of abſtratt Reaſoning, may 
certainly, ſee moſt Particulars of their 
Duty, with tolerable Clearneſs, and tho” 


they 
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they might be at a Loſs, in ſome Points, 
which the Chriſtian Revelation has laid open 
to us; yet for the main Part of their Duty, 
they might ſee it with ſufficient Clearneſs: 
But Men who have Leiſure, Abilities, and 
Opportunity, for theſe Reſearches; what 
Proportion do they bear to the Reſt of the 
World? But it will be aſk'd, what Advan- 
tage has the Chriſtian Religion, in this Re- 
ſpett of Certainty; and how has Chriſt prov'd 
the Truth he is ſuppos'd to have brought to 


Light? It 1s confeſs'd, the proof of the 


Chriſtian Revelation, is not of that evident 
abſtract kind, by which, that which is pro- 
perly call'd Knowledge, is demonſtrated: 
It muſt be allow'd alſo, that it is an Affair, 
not lightly to be receiv'd, and that there 
ſhould be, the moſt ſubſtantial Reaſons, to 
determine our Belief. But then on the other 


Hand, it is no leſs certain, that the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, is founded in Hiſtory, and 


Certainty of Facts; to which that ſhort and 


evident Proof, that is thus demanded, can- 


not 
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not be applied: The Chriſtian Religion, 
has its Arguments of ſufficient Weight, not 
indeed, ſuch as it is naturally impoſſible it 


ſhould have; yet however, ſuch as do not 


fail to be of prevailing and convincing 
Force. 


Chriſt has prov'd his Doctrine, and given 
Certainty to that, and Light to the World, 
by his Miracles, by his Reſurrection, by 
the Prophecies of the old Teſtament, by the 
Teſtimony and miraculous Works of his 
Apoſtles, and by the Converſion, of the 
whole Heathen World. The arguments, that 
prove Chriſt to have been a Teacher ſent 
from God, do all conſpire to add Strength, 
and Evidence, to his Doctrine. But what 
chiefly prepar'd the Way, for this Light, 
which he brought into the World ; were 
the Miracles he wrought, before his firſt 
| hearers the Jews. Theſe were appointed by 
God in the old Teſtament, and are from the 
Light of Nature, allow'd to be marks of a 


Power 
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Power deriv'd from God: and where we are 
ſure, there is no Craft us'd to impoſe upon 
our Senſes ; where the Miracles are many, 
open, and ſtriking, where the Doctrine they 
are adduced to conform, falls in with our na- 
tural Opinions, and Notions of Things, and 
where they correſpond with Prophecies, 
ancient, and allow'd; in ſuch Caſes, Mira- 
cles give the greateſt Authority, to the 
Truths they accompany ; that it is poſſible 


for them to receive. 


Again, Chriſt, did fully prove his Doc- 
trine by his Reſurrection, and had he wrought 
no Miracle in his Life, but reſerv'd the 
Proof of all, to his riſing again after Death; 
had he given this extraordinary Appearance, 


as the ſole Atteſtation of his being ſent 


from God; he would have beyond Doubt, 
perf . rm'd an Action, ſufficient to convince 
Mankind ef the Truth of that Light he 
brought amor gd Them, The Proofs, that 
Jeſus Chriſt gave of ais DuArine and Mil- 


fon 
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ſion, were the miraculous Works, that he 
perform'd before the People, and his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead: To theſe Mira- 
cles, and this Reſurrection, we were not 
indeed Witneſſes; but muſt neceſſarily, re- 
ceive the Accont thereof, from other Men: 
The Conveyance of thoſe Prooſs, the Me- 
thods, by which we have receiv'd them, 
were the Preaching and the Writings of his 
Apoſtles, who again confirm'd all theſe, by 
other Miracles, which they alſo wrought : 
Their preaching was hear'd, receiv'd and 
embrac'd; their Miracles recorded; their 
Writings believ'd by the beſt Judges; by 
thoſe, in whoſe Times they liv'd: Their 
Writings were known and read publickly ; 
they were in every Hand; they were depo- 
ſited in different Places; tranſlated into 
many Languages; receiv'd among divers 
People; and thro' theſe ſeveral Channels, 
have from one ſource, deſcended to us. 
This Teſtimony of ſuch men, (vouched by 
Miracles of their own; confirm'd by the 


F Simplicity 
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Simplicity, and Innocence of their Lives) 
who could have no Views of private In- 
tereſt, to inſtigate them, but who on the 
contrary ſuffer'd Perſecution, to divers 
cruel Deaths; this Teſtimony I fay, 1s fuch 
as the Nature of the Subject will admit of; 
ſuch as all Men are able to judge of; ſuch 
as Mankind are us'd to yield to, and be de- 
termin'd by; it comes up to all, that rea- 
fonable Men can expett, and does fairly 
eſtabliſh, the evidence of that Light, which 
Chriſt introduc'd amongſt us. But further, 
this Teſtimony is a Proof, not only on Ac- 
count of the Credit of the Perſons who 
deliver'd it, but the Effects it ſoon after 
produced, which {till add a farther Confirma- 
tion, to the Doctrine of Chriſt. By much 
the greater, and more conſiderable Part of 
the World then known, was in leſs than 
three Hundred Years after Chriſt, brought 
over to the Faith : They were brought, not 
by force of Arms, not by Men fam'd for 
Diſputation, Philoſophy, or human Learn- 


* 


ing: 
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ing: They were perſuaded to embrace a 
Religion, that ſounded harſhly to its Hear# 
ers, that preach'd Mortification, and De- 
nial of Worldly Pleaſures: They were per- 
ſuaded to a Religion, attended with the 


greateſt, and moſt immediate Dangers; add 


to this, they were brought over from old 


Opinions againſt the prevailing Influence of 
Strong and deep rooted Prejudices.— That 
Age, and that part of the World, with whom 
the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity had to 
deal, did not conſiſt of Men, ignorant and 
unlearned; there never was more human 
Knowledge, never more Enquirers after 
Truth; every one was anxious to hear, and 
diſcuſs Novelty, St. Paul ſays, all the Athe- 
ans and Strangers that were there, ſpent their 
[me in nothing elſe, but either to hear, or tell 
fome new Thing ; there never was a more 
civilized, and Extenſive Empire, never 
were more Means of diſcovering a Cheat, 
from the beginning of the World ; there 
never was an Age, leſs liable to be impos'd 


F 2 upon, 
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upon, and deceiv'd: Notwithſtanding all 
this the Chriſtian Religion came forth from 
a deſpis'd Land, in the Hands of a few 
Fiſhermen, ignorant and poor ; yet in a 


ſhort Time found Means to ſubdue that 


rich, and conquering ; that learned, inqui—- 


ſitive, diſputing Part of the World. It 
might well be aſk'd, by what mighty Force 
and Power this was effected ? In anſwer to 
this, I ſhall make but one Comment, upon 
the Fact: That ſuch Performance, {uch 
Converſion of the Heathen Empire of 
Rome; may well be taken, for one ſubſtan- 
tial Argument; by which the Truth and cer- 
tainty of the Doctrine of Chriſt has been 
prov'd. If to theſe we add the Prophecies 
of the old Teſtament, and the ſurprizing 
Marks of the Meſſiah, fulfill'd in Chriſt ; 
(which cannot properly be enlarged upon 
at preſent) we ſhall neceſſarily conclude, 
that Jeſus Chriſt has been moſt truly a Light 


to the Gentiles ; having not only diſcover'd 


to Mankind, truths, uſeful and neceſlary, 
but 
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but ſuperadded to them, the moſt full, and 
ſufficient Proofs. 


But thirdly, Chriſt has ſo prov'd the- 
Truth of this Revelation, as thereby to in- 
ſtruct the whole World, to give Light to 
all Ranks and Conditions of Men.—It is a 
common Objettion, againſt the Uſefulneſs 
and Neceſſity of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
that Men are, and always have been, in a 
Capacity, fully and clearly to apprehend 
their Duty without it: It is ſaid that the 
Duties of Morality, are evident, demon- 
ſtrable and plain, and in them the Whole of 
Religion conſiſts; but in Anſwer to this, it 
is manifeſt, that this Suppoſition is either 
not true in itſelf, or if it be allow'd for , 
Truth; it is no Objection againſt the Uſe- 
fulneſs of that Light, that Chriſt is ſuppos'd 
to have brought: amongſt Men; for if 1t be 
ſaid, that all Men have, or may have natu- 
rally, a full and clear Knowledge of their 
Duty; this without Doubt is falſe; there 

being 
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being great Numbers of Men in the World, 
who neither know how they came here; 
what they were ſent here to do; nor how to 
apply themſelves, to find it out; ſuch in- 
deed before the coming of Chriſt was, the 
wretched Condition of all the lower and ig- 
norant Claſſes of Mankind, in the enen 


World. 


If it be ſaid, that there have been ſome 
few Men who have cicarly enough known 
how to direct their own Conduct, in Life: 
This is no Objection againſt the Uſefulneſs 
of the Revelation of Chriſt, for ſtill it muſt 
be allow'd, the Number of theſe being con- 
feſſedly very ſmall, that it was of great Uſe 
to ſend Inſtruction to the other Part of 
Mankind, which was the great Majority, 
and whoſe conduct, it was as neceſſary 
ſnould be directed in this Life; and their 
Happineſs be provided for in the next, as 
that of any ſmall Number of Men, how 
conſiderable ſoever they may appear: And 


this, 
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this, (conſidering the Nature of Man) a 
Revelation from God only, could provide 
for, and that of Chriſt, has fully done. The 
Generality of Mankind, are capable of In- 
ſtruction in theſe Affairs by no other Mean 
than this: For, the Arguments, by which 
ſome Men are able to ſatisfy themſelves of the 
Being of a God, and his Providence over 
the World, of a future State of Remuner- 
ation, and of the Duties we owe to our- 
ſelves, and other Men in this Life; theſe 
Arguments are not ſo plain, as to be uni- 
verſally, or eafily underſtood; they require 
Time, Leiſure, and Application, in ſuch a 
Degree, as Numbers of Men have not to 
beſtow: They are by no Means fit to con- 
vince and ſatisfy the generality of Men; and 
owe a great deal of this Evidence, as I 
have already remark'd to this Light, which 
we have receiv*d already from Chriſt; and 
which operates without our own Knowledge, 
to diſpoſe us to admit the Arguments de- 
duc'd on this Subjedt, from other Sources. 

The 
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The arguments by which chriſtianity has been 
introduced, the Arguments by which every 
Matter of Fact is to be prov'd; of theſe, 
every Man is able to reaſon and judge. 
Were there old Writings delivered to 

the People of the Jews, full of the Charac- 
ters of one particular extraordinary Mel- 
ſenger to come from God; and to ariſe from 
amongſt them? Are theſe Books now in the 
World ; and theſe Paſſages ſtill to be found 
therein ? Is there now a Religion inſtituted 
by Jeſus of Galilee, who took upon him to 
be that Meſſenger promis'd to the World ; 
is this Religion deriv'd to us through many 
Generations, who firſt received it from Men 
inveſted with miraculous Powers; & preach- 
ing Peace and Charity to the World, in de- 
fiance of Difficulties, Dangers, and certain 
Death to themſelves? Do their Books re- 
ceived by the World then, and convey'd 
thro' numberleſs Hands, neceſſarily lead 
us back; and do thoſe of the Jews, pre- 
ſerv'd by themſelves, as Records againſt 


themſelves; 
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themſelves; and Teſtimonies for this Chriſt, 
whom they ftill deny; do theſe I ſay, point 
forward and do both aim at, and concentre 
in this one Perſon, whoſe Life and Actions, 
have been foretold in the one, and recorded 
in the other? Did he affirm himſelf a Tea- 
cher ſent from God; did many and great 
Works, bear Witneſs to his Words, did his 
riſing from the Dead confirm them all? Theſe 


and ſuch like, are the Arguments on which 
Chriſtianity is built; and theſe are Argu- 


ments, that every Man 1s able to compre- 


hend. Religion, by theſe Means, and every 


thing therein, can deſcend to the Under- 


ſtanding of the meaneſt of Mankind. The 


buſy, the uneducated Part of the World are 
taught by a Method, the moſt ſhort and 


clear; every Part of their Duty, is prov'd 


with equal Force, and every Part is urg'd 


upon them, as the poſitive, and immediate 
Will of God; without this, the Deduttions 


of Reaſon, would be of little Uſe to the 
World; few would venture on the Pains and 
G Study, 
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Study, that are neceſſary to get thro' them; 


very few are able to do this with ſucceſs; 


Many would be unwilling, to ſee and be 


perſuaded of theſe Truths ; and conſequently 


they would be able to influence, ſcarcely 
any at all. —Jefus Chriſt therefore, has been 
truly a Light to the Nations of the Earth ; 
having, not only inſtrutted them in uſeful 
Truth, but having prov'd that Truth, and 
prov'd it by Arguments, ſuited to the Con- 
viction and Satisfaction of all Degrees, and 
Conditions of Men. To what has been 
faid, I ſhall add only this; if we do really 
believe, the Religion introduced by Chriſt, 
and contain'd in his Goſpel, to be an In- 
ſtruction ſent to Mankind, from God; we 
ſhould do wiſely, to obſerve and obey it: 
To attend to theſe Doctrines, and theſe 
Commands, that are, (to all Judgment) right 
and reaſonable in themſelves; the Obſer- 
vance of which, is for the good of the 
Whole, for the Happineſs of all the Parts; 
for the true Satisfaction and Peace, of every 


Individual, 
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Individual, that improve and exalt our Na- 
ture, that enable us more decently to get 
thro' the little Buſineſs of this Life; that 
make us more worthy Worſhippers of the 
infinite Being here; more fit to appear in 


his preſence hereafter. 


We are the Deſcendants of thoſe Gentiles 
tor whom this Light was intended, for whom 
it was ſent into the World: And we are 
carefully to confider, for what end it was 
ſent us: But, if we make not a right Uſe of 
this Light, we had much better never to 
have ſeen it; we had much better have con- 
tinued in heathen Darkneſs, than by Prof- 
ligacy of Manners, (whilſt we pretend to re- 
ceive and embrace this Light) crucify the 
Son of God afreſh, and put him to open 
Shame.—Let us therefore, my Brethren, ad- 
dreſs ourſelves earneſtly to God, to aſſiſt us 
with his Grace, in proſecuting that Godli- 
neſs of Life, that as reaſonable Creatures, 
we muſt prefer ; As Chriſtians, we are bound 
G 2 to, 
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to, by every tie of Gratitude, and by the 


moſt ſolemn Vows that can be entered into 
by Men. And may that infinite God, ſe- 
cond our Endeavors, through the Merits, 


and Interceſſion of his only Son; our 


Saviour, Amen. 
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Titus II. 11th and 12th Verſes. 


The Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, 
hath appeared to all Men, teaching us that 
denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in 
this preſent World. 


N theſe few Words, St. Paul conveys to 


us the fulleſt Account of the Nature and 
Deſign of Chriſtianity : My preſent purpoſe 
is, not to dwell upon the various Topics 
here ſuggeſted by the Apoſtle, but by a ſhort 


Illuſtration of the Text, to endeavour to 


convey to your Minds, lome Idea of that 
State of Things, which would begin to ſhew 
itſelf in the World, were the Religion ob 
Chriſt rightly underſtood, and zealouſly 

praQtis'd 
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practis'd: With a view thereby to mark the 
Connection that ſubſiſts between the genu- 
ine Spirit of Chriſtianity, & the Real Inter- 
eſts of Society; a Deſign, which if duly 
executed, cannot fail to be of conſiderable 
Uſe; as Objettions have been urg'd by cer- 
tain Writers of Eminence, as if Chriſtianity 


had been uſeleſs ; nay prejudicial to Society. 


The Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation 


hath appeared unto all Men. Here we find 


the Origin, the Univerſality and general In- 
tent of the Goſpel; we ſee that it was not 
fabricated by Men, it came from above; it 
was the Grace or the Gift of God, and hke 
all other Gifts, deſign'd for the Benefit of 
the Receivers: Being the Gift of the Fa- 
ther of Mercy, and God of Conſolation, it 
muſt be calculated, to diffuſe Mercy and 
Comfort amongſt his Creatures; iſſuing 
from the God of Order and Peace, it could 
never be deſign'd to give riſe to Tumults | 
and War; proceding from the God of Ho- 
lineſs 
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lineſs and Life; it could never be intended, 
to enlarge the Empire of Sin and Death: It 


came, bringing Salvation, or Deliverance 


from every Enemy; and it came to All, 


without diſtinction of Sex, Age, Country 


or Condition. 


It appear'd, it ſhone forth manifeſting itſelf 
by its own Splendor, like the Day-Spring 
from on High, free, bright and univerſal. 
It appear'd to diſpel Ignorance as Darkneſs; 
and to diſſeminate Knowledge as Light; to 
inform and inſtru Mankind, putting us un- 
der the diſcipline of a divine Maſter, who 
teaches us to avoid evil and purſue good; 
and who alone can enable us to perform either 
with effect: This divine Teacher's Docu- 
ments, excel all others, with Reſpe& to the 
Benefits accruing to civil Society; in Pro- 
portion as it is better that Men ſhould prac- 
tiſe Virtue, than that they ſhould Write, or 
Speak of it.— This is the Triumph of the 
Goſpel, of the Grace of God which hath 

appeared 
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appeared unto all Men, teaching us, that 
denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly, 
in this preſent World, denying, diſclaiming, 
forſaking iniquity, and every Species of Ir- 
religion: Whether Diſbelief of the Deity, or 
miſtaken Notions of his Nature, Attributes, 
Providence, or the Manner in which he 1s 
to be Worſhipped; with all the erroneous, 
and abominable Prattices, conſequent there- 
upon. How baneful theſe are to the Inter- 
eſts of Society, muſt be known to every 


Perſon at all converſant in the Hiſtory of 


the Heathen World ; and under ſimilar Cir- 


cumſtances, the Caſe muſt be the ſame in 
every Age: The Actions of Men, neceſſarily 
take a deep Colour, from the Tincture of 
their religious, or irreligious Principles. The 
Man who believes in a Deity, will naturally 
wiſh to imitate him, whilſt the Unbeliever, 
has neither Guide to his Conduct, nor ſup- 


port to his Reſolution. 


To 
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To the words, denying Ungodlineſs, the 
Apoſtle adds worldly Luſts, by which we 
underſtand, thoſe deſires whoſe Objects are 
worldly, and ſought after by worldly Men, 
by undue Means, or in an inordinate Man- 
ner, beyond the Limits, deſign'd by God, 
and pointed out by Nature: And what is it, 
but the Proſecution of ſuch deſires, that 
fills the World with Miſery; producing 
Luxury and Extravagance, amongſt ſome, 
Poverty and Wretchedneſs, among others, 
hateful Quarrels and vexatious Suits, be- 
tween Individuals and Families; ravaging 
and deſolating Wars, between Princes and 
Kingdoms; Factions and Tumults in the 
State, and we may add generally, Hereſies 
and Diviſions of the Church; ſince the 
Apoſtle has claſs'd Them likewiſe, among 
the Works of the Fleſh.—Let not vain Man 
then, under the Name and Notion of Phi- 
lofophy, inſult and revile, as a monkiſh and 
ivlitary Principle; that Doctrine, on which 
the Son of Man has thought proper to lay 

H the 
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the deep Foundation of his Religion; the 
Doctrine of Self Denial. In the preſent 
State of human Nature, the defires of ſelf 
are too frequently, the ſickly Cravings of a 
diſtemper'd Being; the Gratification of them 
would only tend to increaſe and inflame the 
Diſeaſe, and therefore we are in Mercy, 


enjoin'd to deny them. 


We now proceed to the poſitive part of 
the Injunction of the Apoſtle, that we are 
to live ſoberly, the Expreſhon applied here, 
is deduc'd from a Word, ſignifying one of 
a ſound Mind; one that is Maſter of him- 
ſelf; having his Paſſions and Appetites, in 
due Order and Subjettion: Since, of each 


of theſe, if ſuffer'd to domineer, may be 


ſaid, what has been often ſaid of one of 


them; that it is a temporary Madneſs. Thus 
when the Prodigal in the Parable, is de- 
ſcrib'd as repenting of his Profligacy, 
the Expreſſion made uſe of is, he came to 
himſelf, the Phraſe intimating, that while 
engag'd 
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engag'd in his former Courſe, he was not 
himſelf: The governing Principle, had been 
dethron'd; and he had been carried away 
Captive, at the will of his unbridled Paſ- 


lions. 


If ve conſider this Sobriety, as implying 
the Regulation of our Appetites, it ſupplies 


us with the Virtues of Temperance, as op- 


pos'd to Intemperance of every kind; and 
Induſtry, as oppos'd to Sloth; and where is 
the State, that would not wiſh all its Sub- 


jetts to be temperate, and induſtrious? Look 


at the Generations of old, and conſult the 
Ages that are paſt; enquire of Kingdoms 
that were once great, that now live only in 
the Records of Hiſtory ; aſk them, and with 
one Voice they will tell you, that by theſe 
Virtues they all aroſe to Greatneſs, Glory, 
and Honor; by their Contraries ; they ſunk 


into Ruin, Shame, and Reproach. We 
ſhould learn then, as good Citizens, duly to 
value that Religion, which upon the Grounds 


H $ of 


of true Reaſon, and eternal Wiſdom; with 
ſuch perſuaſive Energy, recommends and 
enjoins the Prattice of theſe Virtues, hold- 
ing them forth to View, in the Example of 
our divine Maſter, and his firſt Followers. 
A Glutton, a Drunkand, a Debauchee, a 
Slugzard, are Monſters in the Goſpel Syl- 
tem. There we ſee a Religion, which is 
compoled of Sobriety and Purity, Fervor 
and Alacrity ; there we find preſcribed to us 
itrict Temperance always; prudent . Abſti- 
nence ten, and why? That we may not be 
brought under the Power of Appetite, and 
thus enflav'd to lo unrelenting a Tyrant. 
There we are directed, whether we eat or 


drink, or whatever we do, to do all to the 


Glory of God, as if the World were one 


great Temple, and every good Man thro' the 


Courſe of his Actions and Life, a kind of 


perpetually officiating Prieſt, in this Grand 


and extenſive Structure. — But Sobriety 


goes farther, it comprehends the Govern- 


ment, not of the hodily Appetites only, but 
of 


It 
of 
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of the Affections of the Mind: Chriſtianity 


informs us, of the proper Objects on which 
the Paſſions ſhould be fix'd, and enables us 


to fix them on thoſe Objects. It's Injunc- 
tion runs. thus; ſet your Aﬀettions on Things 
above; on Objects, in the purſuit of which, 
they may put forth all their Strength; and 
in the Enjoyment of which, they may ac- 
quieſce with Complacency. Upon the Prin- 
ciple of the Inſufficiency of earthly Gratifi- 
cations, the Goſpel, in the Heart where it 
is receiv'd; moderates and regulates the 
Paſſions, in their Application to terreſtrial 
Objects: It reſtrains the Sallies of Anger, 
that it fin not; it ſtops the Iſſues of diſ- 
like ; it repreſſes Inſolence in Joy, and pre- 
vents Clamor or Deſpondency in Grief ; it 
forbids Preſumption in hope, and bridles the 
Imperuoſity of defire ; it permits not fear to 
tranſgreſs the bounds of a prudent Caution, 
and mitigates even Courage ; which, with- 
out it becomes a ſavage Forocity : It ba- 


lances the Mind, in every State and For- 


tune, 
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tune, it produces Modeſty, Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience, Candour, Impartiality, and out of 
theſe Ingredients, forms that Sobriety of 
Character, intended by the Apoſtle: And 
what is it, but this ſame Sobriety, this com- 
mand of the Paſſions, this ſelf Government, 
that qualifies a Man to diſcharge properly, 
all the relative Duties of Life; that endears 
him to a Community, and renders him a 
truly uſeful, and valuable Member of So- 
cicty ? 


From that Part of a Man's Duty, which 
regards himſelf, and is expreſs'd by the 
Word ſoberly; we paſs to that which Re- 
ſpects his Neighbour. We are alſo enjoin'd 
to live righteouſly, or juſtly, according to 
the proper, and original Meaning of the 
Word, giving to all their due. What that 
due is the Goſpel hath aſcertain'd, not hke 
the mere Moraliſts, by a Syſtem of Rules 
only; but by infuſing a Principle of Charity, 
which reduces the Law within the narroweſt} 


compals ; 
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compals; and teaches the Whole at once, in 
The Goſpel tells us 
we ſhould love our Neighbour, as ourſelf ; 
and that © whatſoever ye would that Men 
ſhould do unto you, do ye even fo unto them: 
A Precept this, which enables every Man 


its greateſt Extent. 


to be his own Caſuiſt; and puts it out of his 
Power, to determine unjuſtly a Precept, 
which ſhould be engrav'd on every Heart, 
as it was by a Roman Emperor, on the 
Walls of his Palaces, and public Buildings; 
the univerſal Rule of Life, the moral Di- 
rectory, of the World! 


Reflect! what an Appearance Society 
would wear, if Men atted upon this evan- 
gelical Principle. In ſuperiors, it would be 
Equity and Moderation, Courteſy and Af- 
fability, Benignity and Condeſcenſion : In 
Inferiors, Sincerity and Fidelity, Reſpe& 
and Diligence: In Princes, Juſtice, Gen- 
tleneſs and Solicitude, for the Welfare of 
their Subjects: In Subjects, Loyalty, Sub- 


5 miſſion, 


miſſion, Obedience, Quietneſs, Peace, Pa- 
tience, and Chearfulneſs: In all Men, upon 
all Occaſions; a readineſs to aſſiſt, to re- 
lieve and to comfort one another; juſtifying 
the Exclamation of a modern Writer: How 
admirable the Religion ; which, while it 
ſeems only to have in view, the Felicity of 
another Life ; conſtitutes the Happineſs of 


this. 


In Addition to the Precepts which I have 
already conſider'd; the Apoſtle adds that 
we ſhould hve godly ; this word conveys the 
Idea of every thing that relates to the Ac- 
knowledgment, and Worſhip of God; of 
Devotion, Piety, or of Religion properly fo 
call'd; as diſtinguiſh'd from Morality ; here 
it is, that we muſt look for the Main-Spring 
and Principle of Action : for Motives to 
Virtue, capable of controlling the Appe- 
tites; regulating the Paſſions, and over- 
coming every Obſtacle, oppoſed by Self 
Love ; to the Practice of Juſtice and Cha- 
rity, 
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rity, among Men. Godlineſs is profitable 
unto all Things, having Promiſe of the Life 
that now 1s, as well as of that which is to 
come; and even they, who aſſert Religion 
to have been the Invention of Prieſts and 
Politicans, to keep the World in Order; do 
thereby confeſs that it is at leaſt good for 
that Purpoſe. Human Words and Actions, 
highly pernicious to Society, how many are 
there not cognizable at any earthly Tribunal? 
Yet our Happineſs or Miſery, in our Con- 
verſe with others; depends upon the Regu- 
lation of theſe. Now implant bur a thorough 
Senſe of Religion in the Mind, teach a Man 
to conſider himſelf as always acting, ſpeaking, 
nay even thinking, in the preſence of that 
Being, that ſeeth in Secret, but will one 
Day, reward or puniſh openly; you thus 
ſtop the Stream at the Source; and ſtaunch 


at once, the very Fountain of Corruption. 


Of Crimes that are cognizable by Courts 
of Judicature, how few would fall under 
I their 


dence, the Facts in Queſtion, muſt be prov'd 
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their Sentence, were 1t not for the Obliga- 
tion which Religion lays upon thoſe Per- 
ſons to ſpeak the Truth; by whoſe Evi- 


and aſcertain'd. 

There is a Connection between Religion, 
and Morality, like that between Soul and 
Body; not to be diſſolv'd without the Death 
of the latter. Speculative Men may amuſe 
themſelves and others with Diſquiſitions on 
the Beauty of Virtue, and the Relations of 
Things, independently of the Will of God, 
and the Motives ſuggeſted by the Scriptures. 
Virtue without doubt is beautiful, and there 


are Relations of Things, with correſponding 


Duties reſulting therefrom. But will theſe 


Conſiderations charm to reſt the eager Ap- 
petites, and turbulent Paſhons of human 
Nature? As well might you think to bind an 
hungry Tyger with a- Thread. But obſerve. 
the firm Baſis, on which is for ever fix'd, the 
Morality of the Goſpel: How clear in it's 


Principles; 
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Principles; how powerful in it's Motives! 
We love God becauſe he loved us, and gave 
his Son for our Sakes: If God lo loved us, 
we ought allo to love one another : For he 
that loveth him who begat, loveth him alſo, 
who 1s begotten of him. —The Head of the 
moſt unlearned, cannot but comprehend the 
Meaning of theſe few Words; and the Heart 
of the moſt Learned, muſt feel the force of 
them. Such 1s the Ground of that Charity, 
which as I before obſerv'd, performeth every 
Duty of ſocial Life, and fulfilleth the Law. 
To inculcate and produce in us this hea- 
venly Diſpoſition, is the End of the Goſpel, 
and all it's Dottrines.—Indeed, the happy 
Temper of which I am ſpeaking, is the na- 
tural and kindly Effect of the great evange- 
lical Truths; Where treaſur'd up in the 
Mind, and made the Subject of frequent 
Meditation. The Ideas of a reconcil'd God; 


a Saviour and Intercefior on high; a gra- 


cious Spirit, informing our Ignorance, pu— 
rifying our Hearts, relieving our Neceſſi- 


1 ties; 


* 
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ties; alleviating our Cares; and comforting 
our Sorrows! Such Ideas enable us to bri- 
dle the Appetites of the Body, and calm the 
Emotions of the Mind, and to bear with Pa- 
tience and Cheerfulneſs, the Calamities of 
Life : they ſweeten the Temper & harmonize 
the Aﬀettions; reſolving them all into one; 
diverſified, according to the different Situa- 
tion of it's proper Object; of which, Grief 


laments the Abſence, and fear apprehends 
the Loſs; defire purſues it ; hope has it in 
View; Anger riſes againſt Obſtruftion ; and 
Joy triumphs in Poſſeſſion. 


Thus Religion fixes the Heart on it's 
Treaſure : in Faith, without wavering and 
Reſignation without reſerve; it draws the 
Aﬀettions toward Heaven, as the Sun does 

the Exhalations of the Earth, to return in 
fruitful Showers, and bleſs the World. 


Such is the friendly Aſpe& which Chriſ- 
tianity repreſented by the Apoſtle in this 
ſtriking 
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ſtriking Paſſage, evidently bears to the true 
intereſts of civil Society: I ſhall therefore 
conclude with this ſhort Remark, that if you 
wiſh to be good Citizens; remember, you 


muſt be firſt good Chriſtians. 
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General Epiſtle of ST James, Chap II. 
and 10th Verſe. 


For whoſoever ſhall kerp thr whole Law, and 
yet offend in one Point, he is guilty of all. 


T* Men cannot be induc'd to think for 

themſelves, but reſt indolently ſatisfied, 
with the firſt Interpretation that is preſented 
to them, of any particular Text in Holy 
Scripture, it 1s highly probable that they 
will be mifled,—A cautious diſcernment of 


their Heart is requiſite to he certain that their 


\ Judgment 


Note.—As this Subject has been ſimilarly illuſtrated, 


in an excellent Sermon lately Publiſhed; it may be not 


improper to obſerve, that it appears from the Date of 
this M. S. that our Author's Sermon, was written and 


preached, previous to the Publication of the preſent 


Biſhop of London's truly Elegant and Chriſtian Diſcourſes, 


A” . N 
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Judgment is not biaſs'd by their Wiſhes; and 
of their Temper, that they may not be too 
eaſily ſway'd by the Authority of others, 
whole worldly Intereſt often inclines them 
to repreſent the ſtrict Compliance, with the 


Chriſtian duty ; of more apparent Difficulty 
than 1t really 1s; thus to palliate thoſe par- 


ticular Deviations from it, which they can- 
not conceal from the Eyes of the World. 
Perhaps there are few Paſſages in Scripture, 
that requir this Caution, more than the 
one I have cholen for our preſent Conſider- 
ation, © For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, 
and yet offend in one Point, he is guilty of all. 


This truly Moral and Chriſtian Pallage, 
has been repreſented, as implying a Con- 
tradiction in Terms; that of keeping the 
whole Law, and yet offending in one Point ; 
an Objedtion, which if admitted in it's ful- 
leſt Extent, amounts to no more than a 
verbal inaccuracy : As ſuch an intentional 


mode of arguing, would certainly not be a 


very 
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very rational one for any Man to apply, to 


inforce any Dottrine. By others, it has 
been ſo interpreted, as to terrify Men of 


the beſt Diſpoſitions to Virtue, to ſuch a 


Degree, as amounts to that State of mental 
Deſpair, which it is the Duty of every 


Chriſtian Teacher to endeavour to remove. 


In the Examination of this Paſſage then, 

I ſhall purſue the following Method : I ſhall 

firſt endeavour to clear it from this Contra- 

dition in Terms.—1I ſhall then ſhew, what 

I think, the Apoſtle does not mean by it, and 

thence perhaps, we ſhall be better enabled 
to judge of, what he does mean to inculcate ; 

and thus to remove that Deipondence, which 

ſometimes oppreſſes, tender and virtuous 

Minds. Some Difficulties as I oblery'd, 
with which this Paſſage is charg'd, ariſe 


from the grammatical Conſtruction, as if the 
Words implied, that a Man might keep the 
whole Law; and yet offend in on Point.— 
Now theſe Words, wk-{-2vyer ſhall keep the 


whole 
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whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, 
cannot be underſtood Specially, of all and 


ſingular, the Precepts which the Law com- 
prehends, for it is manifeſt, that he who 
keeps each and ſingularly, the precepts which 
the Law comprehends, cannot at the ſame 
Time be truly ſaid to offend in any Point. 
But by offending in one Point at any Time he 
is guilty of a Breach of the Law, or as it may 
be ſaid, of the whole Law; collettively taken 
for a Syſtem or a Body of Precepts; each 
and every of which are to be oblerv'd; and 
if in any one Branch, the Syſtem be in- 
iring*d; that ſingle Violation is ſufficient to 
denominate a Man, a Tranſgreſſor of the 
Law in general, becauſe that general Law 
chro' his Default is no longer kept whole 


and entire. 


But any Man who chooſes to underſtand 
theſe Words, will immediately ſee that tho? 


in Sound they are univerſal, yet they mani- 


feitly carry with them the Exception. Com- 
K pare 


- 
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pare the Paſſage in St. Mathew, all manner 
of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto 
Men; but the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall no? be forgiven unto Men.— 
Where, by all Manher of Sin and Blaſphemy 
cannot be underſtood, each particular ſpe- 
cies, and diſtintt Kind of Sin and Blaſphe- 
my, diſtributively taken; for then the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt muſt have been one 
of the Number; and conſequently capable 
of Forgiveneſs: But the meaning plainly ie, 
« All Manner of Blaſphemy, ſhall be for- 
given, the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, only excepted;” and ſo it muſt be 
here interpreted, Whofocver ſhall keep the 
whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, he 
is guilty of all: That is, whoſoever ſhall 
keep the whole Law, one Point only excepted, 


he 1s guilty of all. 


Other Difficulties with which the Text is 
Charged, ariſc from the Miſapprehenſion of 
the Apoſtles meaning; and from too readily 


embracing 


AA 
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embracing Inferences, which tho' they may at 
firſt Sight ſeem to follow from it; yet are be- 
yond Diſpute, contrary to the Spirit of the 
Text, as well as to Realon and Equity ; it 
may not therefore be ineffectual towards 
knowing what the Apoſtle really does mean; 
to conſider a little, what it is he cannot be 


{rppoſed to intend. 


And firſt, it cannot poſſibly be the Apoſtles 
meaning, that he who commits one Sin, 
does by that ſingle Fatt, contract the Guilt 
af all other Sins. That he who pilfers, for 
Example, is guilty of Murder and Adultery; 
lo abſurd is this Notion, that it may at any 
Time be reduc'd to a Contradiction in it- 
ſelf; for one and the ſame Perſon, may ac- 
cording to this Explication, at one and the 
ſame Time be guilty of Contraries.—Thus 


whilſt the Miſer ſtarves himſelf, and is as 


effectually in Want as the Beggar he turns 
from his Door; he is by this Rule a Spend. 
thrift, a Glutton, and a Drunkard. 


K 2 Nor 
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Nor ſecondly, can the Apoſtle be ſuppoſed. 


to mean to deſtroy all Difference between 
one Sin and another; and to.teach that the 
Guilt of all Sins is the fame, and their Ma- 
lignity equal; that tattling is as execrable as 
Blaſphemy; that he who tells Lies perhaps 
with ſome Interruptions from natural Mo- 
deſty, and poſſibly to no more miſchievous 
Effects than the Ruin of his OWN inſignifi- 
cant Credit; that ſuch a Trifler, is equally 
a Delinquent with the deliberate Perjuror, 
who with cool, and deſperate Intrepidity, 
forſwears himſelf ; where the Property, or 
the Life of his Neighbour, is at ſtake ; that 
he who pilfers from his Neighbour 1s guilty 
of a Crime as ſhocking as he who murders 


him. This cannot be the Doctrine of the 


Apoſtle ; he cannot mean to ſay that the 
Guilt of Blaſphemy, Perjury, Inceſt, and 
Murder, is the ſame with that of every other 
Tranſgreſhon:—much leſs, that he who is 
guilty of the Whole frightful Combination, 


is no more Criminal, than he who has of- 


fended, 
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fended, in one In/tanc? only; and this, be- 
cauſe ſuch a Doctrine is contrary to Reaſon, 
and neither reconcilable to other Paſſages in 
Scripture, or to the Tenor of the whole. — 
For we read of a Sin unto Death; and a Sin 
not unto Death. That Me: hall be beaten 
with more, or with fewer Stripes; and where 
ſome are threaten'd with a gr-«t.r Pamna- 
But if the finiſh'd Sinner will look 


into his own Breaſt, he will ſoon perceive that 


tion. 


there are very different Degrces of Guiit, 
and very different Degrees vi Nemorſe at- 


tending that Guilt. 


But the Doctrine really convey'd by the 
Text, and the true Meaning of the Apoſtle 


is this. 


That an univerſal Obedience to 
all the Laws of God, without reſerve, and 
without Exception; is requir'd from us, and 
cannot be evaded or ſupplied by a partial 
Obſervance; that is by a ſtrict Obſervance 
of ſome, and an abſolute neglect of other 
Duties; no, not by a punQual Obſervance 


of 
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of the whole Law, ſave one ſingle Point, 
provided always our Neglect of that ſingle 


Point be habitual, and that we oftend in it 


wilfully and knowingly. 


And the Reaſonableneſs of this DoQrine 
will appear from many Conſiderations; and 
firſt, that he. who oftends only in one Point 
of the Law, offends however againſt the 
Author of the whole Body of Laws; againſt 
that Authority upon which all other Points 
depend ; and from which they derive their 
God 1s the Au- 


thor of theſe Laws, and the Ground of our 


Force and Obl; cation. 


Obedience to them ought to be, that He is 


the Author of them. That they are enac- 
ted, by that Almighty Authority which com- 
mands the Obſervance of them, all equally. 
Whoever therefore diſpenſes with one of 
them, does he not arraign the Author of the 
Whole? May he not with equal Right, diſ- 
penſe with the Whole? But the Truth is he 
allows himſelf in A, & not in hat particular 


wilfu! 
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wilful Tranſgreſſion, becauſe the one is & the 
other is not the Sin of his Inclination; or 
becauſe he happens to be under greater 
Temptation to the one, than the other; or 
becauſe one Sin may be more vithin his 


He 


may be virtuous in ſome Points, becauſe 


reach and Capacity than another. 


neither his Conſtitution, nor his Fortune, 
will allow him to be otherwiſe: He may be 
virtuous upon the very ſame Principle that 
he is vicious; becauſe he finds his Profit or 
Convenience in being ſo: A ſettled Senſe of 
Duty ariſing from the Will of God, is as 


little concern'd in producing his Virtues, as 


it is in producing his Vices. So that, if 
the Caſe were put, of his being under the 
lame Temptation, to any other Sin; what 
imaginable Cauſe can be aſſign'd, why he 
ſhould not be under the ſame Subjettion to 
it? But is this ſerving God? Can a Service 
ſo inſincere, ſo halting, ſo devoid of Prin- 
ciple ; be.receiv'd by God, as Obedience 
and reaſonable Service! And is not this the 


Objection 


Objection the Apoſtle himſelf urges againft 


partial Obedience, in the Verſe immediately 
following, and Explanatory of the Text ? 
« He that ſaid, do not commit Adultery ! 
faid alſo, do not kill!” if therefore, thou 
commit not Adultery, yet if thou kill, thou 
art become a Tranſgreſſor of the Law.—Is 
not the Apoſtles Argument plainly this ? 
That all thoſe Laws have one and the ſame 
Author, and are ſupported by one and the 
ſame Sanction, the Command of that Author. 


But again, he who offends, in any one 
Point of the Law with Preſumption of Par- 
don, nay of Toleration, in that ſingle Of- 
fence ; tho* he ſtrictly obſerves the other 
Points, does by that abſurd Notion of par- 
tial Obedience, deſtroy the very Attributes 
of God. 


God allows the Prattice of any one Sin in 


For how can he ſuppoſe, that 


nim, without ſuppoſing that he allows in one 
Man or other, the Practice of all Sin.—If 


every Man is to be indulg'd in one Vice, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe a favourite one, as every Man has an 


equal right to expect that Indulgence, and 
all Men have not the ſame favourite Vice, 
(which certainly they have not, or Vices 
would not have diſtinct Names) there is no 
Sin could be nam'd, that would not be con- 
niv'd at, by the God of Purity. 


What a ſtrange Idea of divine Toleration, 
of Wickedneſs of all Degrees, and Denomi- 
nations! provided no two Vices meet in 


one and the ſame Perſon. 


Nor let the Offender in one Point, plead 
his Obedience in all others, *till he has con- 
ſider'd of what Force ſuch a Plea would be, 
before a Human Tribunal; if convicted of 
a Capital Offence, he ſhould not only ex- 
pect Pardon, but Toleration to continue in 
that Offence, becauſe he had kept the whole 
Law of the Land, ſave that one Point; nor 
let him diſmiſs this Alluſion to Civil Go- 
vernment, *till he has conſider'd further, 


L what 
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what Fruitleſsneſs of Law and Policy, what 
utter Diſſolution of Society muſt follow; if 
every Subject could with Impunity, (provi- 
ded he was amenable in other reſpects) break 


thro' that Law, which reſtrain'd the moſt 


governing, and the moſt impetuous Paſſion 
of his Mind. 


But let us now conſider, the Inſecurity of 
partial Obedience: What Man can pretend 
to ſay he will continue to keep the whole 
Law ſave one Point? What Man can pre- 
tend to ſay he does it? There is Self De— 
ceit at the Bottom of ſuch a thought: The 
whole Tribe of Vices 1s lo cloſely connec- 
ted, they unite imperceptibly with each other, 
nay ſometimes (if I may ſo ſay) ſeem to re- 
quire one another. Murder tho” not origi- 
nally intended, has been often perpetrated, 
An ha- 
bitual Defiance of Virtue, in one Point, 
will at leaſt make the Practice of it in all 


others, appear of leſs Conſequence ; and as 


to cover Crimes leſs heinous. 


we 


we know the ſecond Treſpaſs in any given 


Vice, 1s committed with leſs Violence to 
Conſcience, than the firſt ; ſo let us not ima- 
gine that the Progreſs, from one Degree of 
the ſame Vice to another, is more eaſy than 
the Tranſition, from one Vice to another. — 
And this ſuggeſts another Argument againſt 
the Inſecurity of this partial Obedience, for 
it is an obvious Queſtion to aſk, ſhould a 
Man keep the whole Law fave one Point, 
can he be always ſure that this Point, will 
The Young Man 
in the Career of Gaiety and Diſſipation; if 


be invariably the ſame. 


during ſome involuntary Leiſure, he reflects 
upon his Courſe of Life, how he indulges 
himſelf in Vices, which he knows to be con- 
trary to the Will of God; comforts himſelf 
notwithſtanding, that the Love of Pleaſure 


5 © natural to his Youth;*” and hopes his 


Obedience in other Points will atone; he is 


_ Itrietly honourable, generous, and deteſts 
the Baſeneſs of Oppreſſion. The Man 
more advanced in Years, who (at the Age 
23 of 
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of the former) had probably the ſame Plea, 


for the ſame unwarrantable Indulgence, now 


changes the Purſuit, barters his Honeſty for 


Ambition, but thinks this fingle Point ve- 


nial ; becauſe even ſenſual Indulgence he 
has given up: preſently his Proſpedts in this 
Line are darken'd; he ſhrinks under the 
Diſappointments of Ambition, and finds as 
Age advances, that Money only can procure 
that ſedulous Attention, for which Age lan- 
guiſhes; he becomes a Miſer, and wiſhes all 
Mankind were as exact, and Punttual, and 


as free from other Vices as he 1s. 


Here then a new Scene opens to us, we 
find that the ſingle Att of Obedience, we 


defire to be excus'd from, is not always the 


ſame ; but Shifts with the different Stages, 


and Periods of Life; it varies as our Idea 


of Pleaſure does, ſo that the Man who 


means to keep the whole Law ſave one Point 


may run thro” the whole Circuit of Vice, in 


the Period of a ſhort, and anomalous Life. 


We 
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We ſee then manifeſtly, that the Apoſtle 


could not mean leſs than an univerſal, or 
permit me to uſe the Expreſſion, an indiſ- 
criminate Obedience to the Laws of God. 


What the Meaſure of this Obedience is, re- 


It is ſaid in favor of 


partial Obedience, that God is all wiſe, 


quires Attention. 


knows the Weakneſs of our Nature, and 
the Strength of our Temptations; that ke is 
alſo merciful and juſt ; when therefore lic 
gave us a Law upon the Obſervance of 
which, our Salvation was to depend; his 
Juſtice, and Mercy were oblig'd to give us 
a Capacity to perform the Service requir'd; 
but an entire Obſervance of the whole Law, 
is beyond our Capacity; and God therefore 


cannot require more than a partial Obedi- 


ence. But this Argument may and muſt 


be retorted.— Since God is all wiſe, ſince 


he does know the Weakneſs of our N ature, 


and the Strength of our Temptations; and 
ſince he is withal, juſt, good, and merciful, 
and yet has required our Obedience, to every 


Command 
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Command of the Law; (as Scripture ſhews 
us he has, ) it would be a much fairer infer. 
ence, that the Obedience he has ſo expreſsly 


commanded, is within our Capacity to 


perform. 
to be. 


And ſo indeed it will appear 


For this Objettion, drawn from the im- 
poſſibility of obſerving the Precept of the 
Text, is grounded upon a miſtaken Notion 
of the Precept; for the Dottrine of univer- 
ſal Obedience does not require an unſinning 
Obedience to the whole of the Law, free 
from particular Acts of Tranſgreſſion: Who 
bas ever obey*d any one Law! much leſs the 
whole, in that extended Senſe? The beſt of 
Men confeſs, (and perhaps are moſt ready 
do ſo) that in many things they offend ; 
but it demands, that we ſhould obey all 
God's Laws equally, and we can certainly 
obey one Law of God, as well as another, 
tho* our Obedience to every one, be at- 


tended with Imperfections. 


Should 


SERMON IV. — 


Should it be urg'd, that we find greater 
difficulty in obeying ſome Laws than others, 
the Fault J fear is in ourſelves, it is a failure 


from Habit, for which we are beyond Diſ- 


pute reſponſible. For altho' for the wiſe 
(Economy of Nature, the Author of our 
Being has implanted in us Appetites and 
Paſſions of powerful impulſe; & ſome more 
prevalent than others, & this for wiſe Pur- 


poſes; yet the Direttion of the former, to 


proper Objects, and the Regulation of the 


latter, is our Province and our Duty.—If 
therefore we complain of the Difficulty of 
obſerving ſome Laws more than others, we 
may be aſſur'd the Fault is in ourſelves, 
thro” Habits wilfully contratted, want of Ob- 
ſervation, and continual Controul of the 
more powerful Affections; and therefore 
tend to aggravate our Guilt, from the un- 


check' d Reiteration of our Offences. 


Permit me to add a few Words, for the 
Conſolation of thoſe, who uſe their beſt En- 


deayours 
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deavours in the courſe of Virtue; and yet 


are terrified, by the Degree of Obſervance 


enjoin'd. They find in Scripture, In— 
junctions, © To be pure as God is pure,” 


Merciful as he is merciful; Perfect, as our 


Heavenly Father is Perfect. Comparing 
theſe Precepts with the Words of the Text 
now before us, they deſpond thro' a Notion 
that abſolute Perfection in all and every 
Theſe 


Injunctions certainly require that we ſhould 


Branch, is expected from them. 


ſet God before us, as the great Pattern of 
our Lives and Actions, but we are only re- 
quired to imitate, not expected to equal, and 


ſurely without grammatical Criticiſm, com- 


mon Senſe will mark a difference between 
the two Expreſſions: Be ye perfect, as your 
Father which is in Heaven is perfett; and 
this, be ye as perfect, as your Father which 
is in Heaven, the former only commands 


Imitation, but indicates no Equality ; this 1s 


too obvious to require that I ſhould dwell 
upon it.—1 muſt however add one Argu- 


ment 
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ment to ſhew that an unſinning Obedience, 
(ſuch as is not the Lot of human N ature) 


The 


Scripture does not deal in Contradiction; we 


cannot be expected at our Hands. 


find in it, the comfortable Doctrine of Re- 
pentance; now, if an unſinning Obedience 
were demanded, the perfect Man would re- 
quire no Repentance; and to the Man who 
had once deviated in the ſmalleſt Degree, 
Repentance would be uſeleſs: Yet this is 
the Doctrine particularly inſiſted on by our 


Saviour, and one principle Bleſſing of his 
Miſſion. 


If the Commands of God ſeem to demand 
at any time the higheſt Perfection, let us 
conſider that they are the Commands of God 
who is perfect, and who therefore cannot 
command any Degree of Virtue leſs than 
Perfection, the more perfect the Model, the 
more exalted will our Ideas be towards Imi- 


tation, altho' he cannot expect from us, and 


tells us that he will not require more than the 
M Mea- 
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Meaſure our Abilities can produce, provided 


they be exerted; upon the whole thoſe may 
be ſaid to keep the whole Law, without of- 


N Nen 


fending in one Point, who have Reſpett to 
all the Commands of God; and who en- 
deavour ſincerely, and to the beſt of their 


This uni- 


form endeavour to do right, and a Reſolu- 


Power to obſerve them all. 


tion to amend where we do wrong, if ſincere 
will we humbly truſt, be accepted as Per- 
feftion, by the God of all Goodneſs, thro' 
the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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PROVERBS XV. v. 1. 


A foft Anſwer turneth away Wrath. 


HE Book of Proverbs is a Miſcellany 
of Sentences full of various and pro- 
found Wiſdom ; ſuch Sentences as ought to 


have a ſpecial Authority over us, in the Di- 


redtion of our Conduct, as they inſtru us 


in the Cuſtoms, Vices and Humours of Men, 


and direct us how to paſs through the active 
Part of Life, with Advantage to the Public, 


and Satisfaction to our own Minds. 


As there is no greater evidence of Wil— 
dom than the due Regulation of our Words, 
lo there is no Subject on which the wiſe Man 
doth more frequently inſiſt. And amongſt 
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the many Rules which he preſcribes to us, 
towards the Attainment of this End, that of 
Mildneſs and Meekneſs, both as to the Mat- 
ter and Manner of them is one of the moſt 
conſiderable, © She openeth her Mouth with 
Wiſdom, and in her Tongue 1s the Law of 
Kindneſs.” And again, © A ſoft Anſwer 
turneth away Wrath.” The meaning of 
which is ſufficiently obvious, that a meek & 
gentle Manner of Diſcourſe, is the moſt ef- 
fectual Means to ſoften the fierceſt Diſpoſi- 
tion, and ſubdue the moſt outrageous Pal- 
fion: And as this requires no further Expla- 
nation, I ſhall procecd in the firſt Place, to 
illuſtrate the Truth of this Propoſition, by 
ſome Examples from Scripture Hiſtory.—1 
ſhall then endeavour to account for this Pre- 
valence of Meekneſs over Wrath, and ſhal) 
conclude with an Attempt to reconcile this 
Doctrine of Meekneſs, with the Doctrine of 
Reproof enjoin'd in Scripture, under which 
Head I ſhall make ſome Obſervations with 
Reſpett to the ſeeming Imprecations and 
„ Curſes 
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Curſes in the Pſalms of David. In the 
13th Chapter of Geneſis, there is a lively 
Deſcription of the Mildneſs and Candor of 
Abraham allaying the Difference which had 


ariſen and might have been dangerouſly in- 
flam'd between the Servants of Lot and him. 
Let there be no Strife I pray thee between 
me and thee, and between my Herdmen and 
thy Herdmen, for we be Brethren; is not 
the whole Land before thee; ſeparate thyſelf 
I pray thee from me; if thou wilt take the 
left Hand, then I will go to the Right; or 
if thou depart to the Right Hand, then I 


will go to the Left. 


In the 324d of the ſame Book we have the 
Story of the Meeting of Eſau with his Bro- 
ther Jacob: Eſau was a rough Man both in 
his inward Diſpoſition and outward Bcha- 
viour, and Manner of Life; and it is highly 
probable by his bringing with him 400 Men, 


that he came with a Purpoſe of Revenge, 


and of killing his Brother Jacob according 
£9 
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to his former Reſolution. And Eſau hated 
Jacob, becauſe of the bleſſing wherewith his 
« Father bleſſed him: And Eſau ſaid in his 
Heart, the Days of Mourning for my Father 
are at Hand, then will I ſlay my Brother 
Jacob.” But thoſe mild and humble Ex- 
preſſions of Jacob in ſtiling Eſau Lord, and 
himſelf a Servant, that Meſſage he ſent by 
the Men who were to convey the Drove, 
* Behold thy Servant Jacob is behind us,” 
This Language I ſay, by which he ſeems to 
relinquiſh the Birthright he had purchas'd 
of him, did ſo ſoften even the rugged Diſ- 
poſttion of Eſau, that inſtead of gratifying 
his Revenge upon his Brother, „He ran to 
meet him, and embraced him, and fell on 


his Neck, and kiſſed him and wept.” 


In the 8th Chapter of Judges, the Ephrai. 
mites are introduced in high Conteſt with 
Gideon: They thought themſelves lighted 
by him and their Brethren of the Tribe of 
Manaſſah, in that they had not called on 


them, 
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them, as they had on the meaner Tribes to 


Join in the War againſt the Midianites. 
* Why haſt thou ſerved us thus, that thou 


calledſt us not, when thou wenteſt to fight 
with the Midianites; and did chide with 
Gideon by his mild and 


gentle Anſwer, allays their Heat, and he 


him ſharply.” 


ſaid unto them, © What have I done now 
in Compariſon of you? is not the gleaning 
of the Grapes of Ephraim better than the 
Vintage of Abiezer.” Which Expreſſion was 
an obliging Application to the Ephraimites 
of a Proverb, no Doubt common in thoſe 
Days, whereby they were wont to magnify 
the ſmalleſt Attion of one, as far exceeding 
the greateſt Action of another: Is not the 
gleaning of the Grapes of Ephraim, better 
than the Vintage of Abiezer, that 1s, than 
the Vintage of the Family, to which I 
belong, for Gideon was the Son of Joaſh, 

the Abiezzite. 
God hath deliver'd into your Hands the 
Princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; and 


what 


But Gideon goes on, 
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what was I able to do in Compariſon of 


you.” Then ſays the Text, their Anger was 
abated toward him when he ſaid that. 


Thus the Jealouſy was remov'd by giving 
them all the Glory they affected; what 
was I able to do in Compariſon with you? 
Whereas, had the Reply been as ſurly as the 
Interrogation; they would probably have 
come to a Conflict amongſt themſelves, of 
which the Midianites might have taken the 
Advantage, or at leaſt their overthrow would 


have been leſs compleat. 


Samuel 1ſt and Verſe 1, Old Eli, who 
was injudiciouſly mild towards his wicked 
Sons, was as unreaſonably ſevere in his Cen- 
fure of Hannah, when he coarſciy and 
harſhly tells her, ſhe was drunk. © How 
long wilt thou be drunken, put away thy 
Wine from thee.'* She might have replied, 
that he greatly wrong'd her, and that it did 
not become the Sanctity of his Age and 
Character, 
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Character, to paſs ſo raſh and ſo cruel a 
Judgment upon her Behaviour, but ſhe 


chooſes rather to anſwer, © Not fo my Lord, 
I am a Woman of a ſorrovful Spirit, I have 
drunk neither Wine nor ſtrong Drink, but 
have poured out my Soul before the Lord; 
count not thine Hand-maid for a Daughter 
of Belial, 1 5. 1. Upon this modeſt Anſwer the 
Prophet ſaw his Miſtake, and in Recom- 
pence for his Rebuke gives her now his 


Bleſſing, go in Peace, and the God of Iſrael 
grant thee thy Petition,” verſe 17. 


The violent and ſplenetic Temper of Saul, 
his ungovernable Paſſion, his Fierceneſs; ap- 
pear from many Paſſages of his unfortunate 
Life, but no where more ſtrongly than where 
he has any Intercourſe with David. —His 
rooted Averſion, his unremitted Endeavours 
to work his Ruin are evident from his fecret 
Machinations to circumvent him, and from 
his open purſuit of him; and yet this harſh 
and untractable Diſpoſition is ſurprizingly 


N wrought 


wrought upon by the mild and humble Car- 
When David had cut 
off the Skirt of his Garment, and by that 


inſtance of forbearance, had teftified his glo- 


riage of David. 


rious Generoſity and his Fidelity to him, he 
ſtiles him my Lord and my Father, the 
Lord's anointed, the King of Ifrael, in 
Compariſon of whom he himſelf was but as 
a dead Dog. It is ſaid this did immedi- 
ately melt the obdurate Heart of Saul, that 


he lift up his Voice and wept.— That Heart 
which panted for Blood and Slaughter, is 
now fo effectually wrought upon by this 
Mildneſs, as to burſt forth into Tears of 
Kindneſs and Pity; and now he returns him 
a gentle Anſwer, © Is it thy Voice my Son 
| David?” Juſt before he had perſecuted him 
as his greateſt Enemy, even now he acknow- 
ledges him for his Son, and commits to him 
(as if he were his deareſt F riend) the Care 
of his Poſterity ; (verſe 21) Swear now there- 
fore unto me, that thou wilt not cut off my 
Seed after me, nor deſtroy my Name out of 


my 
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And yet David thus 
gentle and ſoothing had his Flights and Ex- 


my Father's Houſe. 


travagance of Reſentment alſo, and became 


in his Turn a Proof, of what the paſſionate 
Adverſary owes to the Goodneſs of the 
gentle and meek. —David ſaw and acknow- 
ledg'd it in his own Caſe, and bleſs'd the 
happy Inſtrument that prevented his Hands 
from ſhedding Blood. He had ſworn in 
his Wrath to deſtroy Nabal and all his Fa- 
mily, but the Wife of Nabal with gentle 


Entreaties put a Stop to a Puniſhment, ex- 


travagantly diſproportionate to the Offence; 
and ſav'd him from committing'an enormous 
Crime.—David recover'd from his Paſſion, 
ſaw how much he was indebted to his Peti- 
tioner, and cried out, © Blefſed be the Lord 
God of Iſrael who hath ſent thee this Day to 
meet me, and blefſed be thy Advice, and 
bleſſed be thou which haſt kept me this Day 
from coming to ſhed Blood, & from aveng- 
ing myſelf with mine own Hand.—Inſtead 
of multiplying Inſtances, let me rather di- 


N 2 req 


92 SERMON V. 


rect you to the practical Application of a Re- 


medy, the Influence of which 1s fo manifeſt, 


I ſhall therefore now proceed to the ſecond 
Point propos'd, and endeavour to account 
for the Prevalence of Mildneſs over Wrath, 
from the Conſideration of the Paſſions con- 
We all muſt have obſerv'd that 
Obſtinacy of Temper is increas'd by Oppo- 


cern'd. 


ſition, as much as it is abated by yielding.— 
Thus ſays the Son of Sirach: He that ſtri- 
veth wich a Man of Tongue heaps Wood 
upon his Fire; and again, if thou blow the 
Spark it ſhall burn; if thou pit upon it, it 
ſhall be quenched ; and both theſe come out 
of the Mouth. 


or extinguiſh Anger, and of what Sort they 


Words may either inflame 


ihould be may be better conceiv'd from the 
Examples I have quoted, than from any par- 


ticular Rules which I could pretend to lay 


down: To our own Experience, to our own 


Obſervation I appeal, whether we ever ſaw a 
Man convinc'd by the Paſhon of his Oppo- 


nent, 
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nent, or converted by boiſterous Argumen- 
tation; it may indeed bear down and intimi- 
date ſome daſtardly Spirits, it may produce 
Acquieſcence often, but Conviction never; 
it may make them diſguiſe their Averſion, but 
can never lay any Foundation for Affection, 
and I believe we muſt ſearch for the Origin 
of the Effect, where moſt of our Inquiries 
end; in the Vanity and Weakneſs of our 
Nature : Our Haughtineſs will not be con- 
vinc'd by the Man that ſeems to deſpiſe us, 
nor can we expect that the moſt wholeſome 
Advice ſhould be reliſh'd, when the Delivery, 
argues hatred and Contempt for the Perſon 
we pretend to perſuade. —Though we have 
Truth on our Side, tho' we are able to ſup- 
port that Truth by the moſt irrefragable Ar- 
guments, yet if theſe are preſs'd with Scorn 
and Bitterneſs, their Reaſonableneſs will not 
ſo much inforce, as their Virulence diſpa- 
rage them; the Spirit revolts at the uſurp'd 
Authority, and the Dignity of human Na- 


ture, 
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ture, even in the mildeſt Breaſts feels the 


Degradation. 


That Meekneſs ſhould have a moſt certain 
Prevalence over Wrath, will not appear at all 
unaccountable, when we conſider what a 
Perſon under the Dominion of Anger pro- 
poſes to himſelf: now this muſt be either to 
bring the Object of his Wrath to a Senſe of 
what he thinks a Fault, or to take Revenge 


on him if he expreſſes no Conviction. 


Now a meek Submiſſion on the other Side 
is the true Way of ſatisfying this End; if he 
ſhould be wrong in the Diſpute, it argues a 
proper and deep Senſe of the Fault and diſ- 
arms Reſentment; if he be in the Right and 
ſill ſubmit, this unexpected Mildneſs and un- 
deſerved Gentleneſs of Carriage expoſes highly 
the Weakneſs and Deformity of the Adver- 
fary, and muſt render him on cool Reflection 
more angry at himſelf——And muſt it not 
furniſh real Satisfaction to our Meekneſs and 


Charity, 
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Charity, that by bearing thus with the light 


Offences of our Brethren againſt ourſelves, we 


may poſſibly ſave them from much greater 
Offences againſt God, and be inſtrumental in 
delivering them from that terrible Judgment 
which their own Bitterneſs of Spirit, and 
Thirſt after Revenge would certainly draw 
Let no Man aſk what Kind 
of Spirit is this? I pronounce it the Spirit of 
a Man and a Chriſtian, nor ſhould I have the 
{malleſt Suſpicion of ſuch a Spirit, in the moſt 


upon them. 


critical and perilous Situation of a juſt Battle. 


Before I diſmiſs this Subject entirely, I 
muſt obſerve that there are two Queſtions 
worth our Conſideration, Firſt, how this Doc- 
trine may conſiſt with the Imprecations that 
occur in the Pſalms, and Secondly how it is 
reconcileable with the Doctrine of Reproof, 
which according to the Scriptures ought ſome- 


times to be urg'd with Severity. 


And Firſt, as to the Curſes and Impreca- 
tions that are frequent in the Pſalms, ſuch as 
let 
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let all mine Enemies be aſhamed and ſore 
vexed; let them be taken in their Devices; 
let them be confounded and put to Shame; 
and now that he lieth, let him riſe up no more. 
Again, let Death come upon them, and let 


them go down quick into Hell. 


All Perſons ſkill'd in the Language allow, 
that the Hebrew Verbs in the Paſſages above 
cited, may be render'd with as much gram- 
matical Juſtice in the future Tenſe; as in the 


imperative Mood; nor is there in any one of 


theſe Places an Expreſſion that imports any 


Wiſh or Defire; whence they appear to be 
rather Predictions than Prayer; they rather 


tell us what hall come to pals, than what the 


Writer deſires ſhould be inflicted on them; 


this Conſtruction alſo agrees well with the 


Pſalmiſts Manner of Speech elſewhere.— He 


tells us that the ungodly ſhall not ſtand in 


Judgment, that their Way ſhall periſh ; that 
his Enemies ſhall fall, and that all the Works 


of Iniquity ſhall be ſcatter'd.—In theſe Pal- 
ſages 
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ſages our Interpreters have kept to the fu- 
ture; the Queſtion is, had they the ſame 
Reaſon to have done it elfewhere.—In the 


following Words they certainly had, let his 
Days be few, and let another take his Of- 


fice. They might as well have render'd 
them, his Days ſhall be few and another ſhall 
take his Office, for this contains a Predic- 
tion of the Fate of Judas, ſince St. Peter 
mentions this Scripture as a Prophecy, not 
as a Prayer: He tells us that this Scripture 
muſt needs be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Ghoſt by the Mouth of David ſpake before 
concerning Judas, and if this be fo, no Man 
can blame the Pſalmiſt for denouncing Evil 
againſt Evil Men; no more than he can blame 
the Prophets, for propheſying Evil againſt 


the greateſt Sinners, 


The wiſhing of Evil directly to any under 
the Notion of Evil, muſt needs be malicious 
and unlawful; but the wiſhing of ſuch Kinds 
of temporal or temporary Evils, as tend to 
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the Prevention of greater and more laſting 
ones, by Way of Correttion and in Vindica- 
tion of Divine Juſtice, is not Contradictory 
to the Rules of Charity. — Of this Nature 


was that Petition, © Fill their Faces with 


Shame, O Lord, that they may ſcek thy 


Name.” — This is not to pray again them, 
but for them: After all, if we conſider theſe 
Paſſages fingly, we fhail not find their Im- 
port, ſuch as might be ſuppos'd at firſt Sight: 
That our Fnemies ſhould be aſham'd and 
confounded, that their Way ſhould be dark 
and lippery, comes {imply to this, that they 
may be diſappointed in their cvil Attempts. 
The beſt Orientaliſts aſſert, that ſome Paſ- 
lages found hatth, and appear very ſevere 


in our Verſion, which do not fo in the Ori- 


ginal. Take one Inſtance, © Let Death 


come haſtily upon them, let them go down 
quick into Hell;”* Here they ſay the Word 
we render Hell, commonly ſignifies no more 
than the Grave or Place of the Dead; and 
that he who conſiders the Hebrew Text, can 

infer 
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infer no more than this, that the Pſalmiſt 


predicts the ſudden Death of Men, in whole 
Dwelling is Wickednels. 


Again, it is very evident from the Charac- 
ter of the Pſalmiſt, and from other Parts of 
the Pſalms, that he was far remov'd from 
that Acrimony and Spirit of Revenge ſup=— 
pos*d in the Objettion drawn from theſe ſe- 
vere Paſſages in thoſe Writings. © O Lord 
my God, if I have done this; if there be 
Iniquity in my Hands; if I have rewarded 
evil to him that is at Peace with me, yea I 
have deliver'd hi that without Cauſe was 
my Enemy;'“ Again they rewarded me 
Evil for Good, to the ſpoiling of my Soul. -— 
But as for me when they were fick, my cloth- 
ing was Sack-cloti: I humbled my Soul 


with Faſting and wy Prayer returned into 


mine own Boſlom.- I benaved mylelf as 
cho' he had been my Friend or my Brother, 
I bowed down heavily, as one that mourn- 
th for his Mother. The Pſalmiſt elſe where 


O 2 tell. 
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tells how he was affected as to his Enemy. 
It was not an Enemy that reproached me, 
for then I could have born it.—He might 
juſtly fay fo: He did with ſingular Meek- 
neſs bear the Reproaches and Curſes of 
Shimert, and the cauſeleſs Perſecutions of 
Saul, without rendering Evil for Evil, or 
Railing for Railing: It is not then very 
credible, that he ſhould violently and in- 


tentionally curſe his Enemies in his Prayers 


and folemn Devotions. 


But it may be aſk'd again, how this Doc- 
trine of ſoft Words may conſiſt with the 
Duty of Reproof which ought ſometimes to 
be given with Severity, © Rebuke them 
ſharply.” May not a Man by his Silence 
and Lenity be Partaker with others in their 
Offences ; and either really conſent, or ſeem 
to do ſo to the Sins of others? We can all 
conceive a Judge upon a human Tribunal, 
endued with all the tender Senſibility of 
Nature refin'd by Chriſtian Meekneſs; yet 


delivering 
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delivering the moſt awful Sentence of the 


Law. 


We can conceive the ſame Man 
on Occaſions of leſs Importance, rebuking 
ſeverely in his Office, yet without perſonal 


Acrimony. It is fo obvious to transfer 


this reaſoning from civil Society, to Morals 
and Chriſtianity, that to dwell upon it would 
be an Inſult to your Underſtanding; I there- 
fore haſten to the Application. — And Firſt, 
I mult remark that if mild and gentle Words 
have ſuch Prevalence beyond ſuch as are 
wrathful and harſh, then mild and gentle 
Actions muſt be ſo likewiſe: Words being 
of no other Force, than as they denote our 
inward Thoughts, or expreſs our Action or 
We read in Hoſea, 
of the Bands of a Man, and the Cords of 


Love, implying that to ſuch as have not put 


Intention of acting. 


off human Nature, and its feelings, there 
can be no ſuch powerful Obligation as that 
of Kindneſs.—I ſhall in the Second Place, 
take Occaſion to point out the Lawfulneſs, 
and Fitneſs of giving to Men the Reverence 


and 
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and Honor due to their Titles, and belong- 
ing to their Stations; in Oppoſition to thoſe 
melancholy Spirits, who place ſo much of 
Religion in being what the World not un- 
juſtly calls unmannerly ; this is not agree- 
able either to the Light of Naturc, or the 
Precepts and Practice of Scripture : If we 
argue from Nature we find in the World 
different Ranks; it is therefore the Will of 
God. 


If we argue from Scripture the 
Apoſtle exhorts, that we ſhould render to 
all their Due, Fear to whom Fear, Honor, 
to whom Honor is due, and by St. Peter 
we arc enjoin'd to honor all Men, that is to 
give to every Man that due Reverence, both 
in our demeanour and Words, that belongs 
The Appel- 
lations of Lord and Father, are frequently 
us'd in the old Teſtament, by Way of Ci- 
vility and Reſpe& to thoſe of a ſuperior 


to his Abilities and Station. 


 Condition.— St. Luke alſo uſes the Title 


of moſt excellent Theophilus. 


When 
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When St. Paul was to ſpeak publickly 


for himſelf before a civil Judicature, he 
does with all imaginable Softneſs of Ad- 
dreſs, conciliate to himſelf the good Opi- 
nion of his Judges, by acknowledging his 
Happineſs in pleading before a Perſon, ſo 
Learned and expert in all the Queſtions 
among the Jews, as King Agrippa was; and 
afterwards when he was interrupted in his 
Speech by Feſtus, and told that he was mad, 
he makes the moſt ſubmiſhve Reply: I am 
not mad moſt noble Feſtus. 


As for the Objection taken from the 1gth 
of Matthew, call no Man Father upon Earth 
neither be ye called Maſters, this cannot re- 
ter to thoſe Titles of Reſpett which concern 
Natural or civil Relations becauſe the Words 
were afterwards frequently us'd by the 
Apoſtles in this Senſe, but muſt refer to that 
Signification of the Words, wherein they 
were given to the leading Men of the Pha- 
riſees, who expected that their Dittates and 


Traditions 
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Traditions ſhould be receiv'd without Exa- 


mination or Diſpute, as if they had a maſ- 
terly or fatherly Power over the Faith of 
Men; and in this Senſe, God only 1s our 
Maſter and Father. 


To conclude, Acquieſcence and Submiſ- 


fion in our Language and Manner, as far as 


Truth and Generoſity of Spirit will allow, 


is an Argument of our Prudence; it is as 
profitable to Society, as it is acceptable to 
God, as it engages and captivates the Hearts 
of Men, and as it conſequently contributes 


to our own Honor, Quiet and Safety. 


It is an Argument of the Politenefs of 
our Education, for none but Spirits unre- 
claim'd by civil Converſe, vent themſelves 


in rough and boiſterous Language. 


But is not only an Argument of Prudence 
and Politeneſs, but of magnanimity ; the 


greateſt Man is never more Triumphant than 
when 
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when he overcomes Inſolence with Humility, 
and Wrath with Meekneſs. 


Let us then my Brethren watch carefully 
the firſt Steps towards Intemperance of 
Speech, for as Language is the Comfort and 
Bliſs of Society, ſo we have found by Ex- 
perience, that it may be made the Bane of 


it. 


Language is generally firſt violated 
by what we too gently call the Imagination 
and Warmth of Youth; it is by Degrees 
proſtituted to all the Baſeneſs and Villanies 
that Words can be forc'd to ſubmit to; it is 
tortur'd to ſerve the Purpoſes of Falſehood, 
to the Deſtruction of the good Name of 
others; and when it has blaſted all that is 
worthy and Innocent below; it tranſcends 
the Limit of this Earth, and aſſaults even 


that Divinity to whom alone the good and 


Innocent Appeal from Scandal and abuſe. 
But thou God of all Patience, ſet Watch 
before our Mouths, and keep the Door of 
our Lips.—Amen, &c. | 
„ P SERMON VI. 
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Joun XIV. Chap. and part of 22d Verſe. 


Lord] how is it, that thou wilt manifeſt 
thyſelf unto us and not unto the World, 


CO long as the Principles of human Na— 


ture continue the lame, ſo long will 
there prevail in the World, Miſconfiruttion 
and Miſrepreſentation : The Love of No- 
velty, that moſt active Principle of our Con- 


ſtitution, and the vain Aﬀettation of Singu— 


larity; are the incxhauſtible tho' turbid 


Springs which overilow without enriching 


the intellectual World. - Hence the Va- 


ricty of Opinions of ſubtile Diſtinctions, and 
of fine ſpun Arguments, both in Morality 
and Theology; broach'd and retail'd to the 
World by Men, who conſider the Suggeſ— 


tions of a warm and fanciful Imagination, as 


4 
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a ſulicient Warrant for uttering Doctrines 


of the moſt dangerous Tendency. From 


ſuch Enemies, the molt fimple Truths are 
in the greateſt Danger of Aſſault, ſince with- 
out ſubtile Refinement, no Ground for Ar- 
gument is afforded, and all Opportunity of 
Praiſe due to ſuperior Abilities and Inge- 
nuity is precluded. As the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine is beyond Doubt one of the moſt ſim- 
ple Truths which can be propos'd to Man, 
lo accordingly it has ſuffer 'd moſt by miſ- 
applied Sagacity, by wilful Miſconſtruction 
and deliberate Mifrepreſentation.— This is 
obvious to every one who looks Abroad into 
the World, and there obſerves the aſtoniſh- 
ing Variety of Branches, which have been 
grafted upon the ſimple Stock of Chriſtianity. 
To get rid of the mental Confuſion that muſt 
enſue from attending to ſuch numerous, and 
almoſt oppoſite Claims to his Aﬀent; it is 
the Duty of every Profeſſor of the Religion 
of Chriſt; to read, digeſt, and compare theſe 


holy Writings, which contain the genuine 
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Records of his Faith; and by ſuch a ſerious 


Inveſtigation, he will aſſuredly attain to the 
Satisfaction that reſults from a Conviction of 
the uniform Simplicity of the divine Dif. 
penſations; and be himſelf enabled to fur- 
niſh a Reply, to the animated Interrogation 
of the Apoſtle in the Text: Lord, how is it 
thou wilt manifeſt thyſelf to us, and not unto 
the World? As it may be perhaps an Ad- 


vantage to the Younger Part of my Audi- 


ence, to aſſiſt them in this important En- 


quiry. 


them a ſummary View of the divine Diſpen- 


I ſhall Endeavour to exhibit to 


ſations and point out the Harmony and Con- 
nexion of the ſeparate Parts, ſo as to enable 
them to anſwer the moſt general and popu- 
lar Objettions of Unbelievers; this may tend 
to lead them to a more comprehenſive View 
of the whole of the Chriſtian Scheme; and 
eſtabliſh Principles of Faith and Virtue, 
which cannot fail to operate to the Ad- 


vancement of true Religion and Piety. 
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The Object of the preſent Diſcourſe there- 


fore ſhall be, firſt to lay before you a Sketch 
of the ſeveral Diſpenſations of God in the 


different Ages of the World; preparatory 
to a proper Enquiry in the ſecond Place, 
into the Objettions of Unbelievers with re- 


gard to the Manner, Time, and Effects of 


the divine Manifeſtations. 


Let us then take our View from the In- 
fancy of the World: The divine Manifeſ- 
tations were coeval with the Creation: Adam 
when he firſt came from the forming Hand 
of his Maker, was impreſs'd with evident 
Marks of the divine Image: His rational 
Faculties were ſtrong and lively, the Com- 
munion he had with the Deity, could not 
fail to enlighten his Mind, and raiſe it to 
the Adoration of the firit Caule; the Author 
of his Exiſtence and all the Bleſſings he en- 
10y*d ?—But this Scene of Innocence and 
Happineſs was ſoon chang'd: By Diſobe- 
dience he fell, and by that fall the original 

Conſtitution 
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Conſtitution of Nature was impair'd and a 
fatal Door was open'd to Sin, Miſery, and 
Death. 


not utterly forſaken, the watchful Eye of 


Yet in this diſmal State he was 


Providence was over him, the languiſhing 
Hopes of Nature were ſoon rekindled by the 
gracious Promiſe of a Redecmer, and as a 
farther Support and Comfort, God was 
pleas'd to manifeſt himſelf to the Sons of 
Adam, and to direct their Conduct by ſome 


poſitive Inſtitutions. We have indeed in 


Scripture, but a ſhort Sketch of the early 
Rudiments of reveal'd Religion, but yet 
enough to ſhew us that God never left him- 
felf without a Witneſs, that the firſt Open- 
ings of the divine Scheme, were Anticipa- 
tions of the future Kingdom of the Meſſiah. 


— After the Flood, the Face of earthly 


Things was chang'd, there was as it were, 


a new Creation: But Religion ſtill wore the 


ſame heavenly Aſpect, the ſame beautiful 


Lineaments of moral Duty ; the remarkable 


prophecy of Lamech was now fulfill'd: God 
eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed his Covenant with Noah, the 
Curſe was taken off the Ground, and the 
temporal Bleſſings were reſtored, as an Earn- 


eſt and Pledge of better Things to follow. 


Nature was never touch'd with nicer De- 
licacy, than in the Hiſtory of the Patriarchs, 
the whole 1s related with a beautiful Sim- 
plicity, and with the moſt folemn Air of 
Truth, as well as Antiquity ; the Vices and 
Imperfettions, as well as the Virtues of 
| theſe eminent Worthies, are diſplayed in 
their full Light, without the leaſt Indica- 
tion of partial Attachment.—In their whole 
Character and Conduct, the divine Provi- 


dence interpoſes, directs their Counſels and 


goes with them as their conſtant Guide, in 


the long Journey of their Lives. As Man- 
kind increas'd, ſo the divine Manifeſtations 
| multiplied; the Scheme unfolded gradually 
by Dreams, Viſions, Prophecies, and the 


Appearance of Angels. — When we find 
theſe good and holy Men walking with God, 


entering 


— — — — 


—— - — — — — — 
— —— — U — —_—_ 


! 
l 
{ 
4." 
= 
5 
| 
! 
= 
(| 
| 
4 


- = 
- — — 


— — 
— ũ ͤ 117 ⅛—ͤͤ ' 
— 


— — — —— 
— — = — — 


— — 


1228 2 I” 
$5 2 3 4 ze. 
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entering into Covenant with him, ſupporting 
the Honor and Dignity of human Nature, 
erecting Altars for the Worſhip of the true 
God, diſclaiming the Pradtice of Idolatry, 
and ſpreading the Knowledge of Religion 
far and wide.—Theſe illuſtrious Proofs of 
Faith and Righteouſneſs demand our Re- 
verence, and ought to fill us with every 
Sentiment of Love, Piety and Admiration : 
But the moſt ſtriking Circumſtance, is chat 
divine Spirit of Prophecy, which enlighten'd 
their Minds, and enabled them to ſee the 
Abraham tho' at a 


diſtance, rejoic'd to fee the Day of Chriſt, 


Promiſes afar off. 


Neither was 


and he ſaw it and was glad. 
the laſt Scene of Jacob's Life attended with 
leſs remarkable Diſtinctions.— At that awſul 
Moment he ſummon'd his Children together, 
ſketch'd out the Characters and Fortunes of 
all the Tribes, and limited the Deſcent of 
the bleſſed Seed to that of Judah. To 
Judah he conſign'd the ſpiritual Bleſſing and 
with what a divine Glow of Inſpiration did 


he 
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he add, that the Sceptre ſhould not depart 


from Judah, nor a Law giver from between 


his Feet, until Shiloh come! The Commu- 
nications relating to the Meſſiah were the 
grand Point and always firſt in View.—The 
Plan is carried on with Unity of Deſign, 


and gathers Strength by Time. 


If we advance forward to the Legation of 
Moſes, we ſhall find the ſame Harmony of 
Intention, ſhining thro? all its Parts, though 
ſometimes clouded and obſcur'd by the thick 
Veil of Rites and Ceremonies. Even theſe 
ritual Obſervances were adapted to the Ge- 
nius of the Jews, and were happily made 
choice of as a Guard againſt the idolatrous 
Cuſtoms of the Heathens: Many of them 
were ſignificant Types of the Meſhah, and as 
ſuch are with great propriety ſtil'd by the 
Apoſtle, the Shadows and Figures of good 


Things to come. 


With Reſpect to the prior Revelations 
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of God, many of the Patriarchal Ordinan-. 
ces {till retain'd their Force; and with Re- 
ſpe& to the future Kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
was not the whole Frame and Conſtitution 
of the Law of Moſes; a wiſe Inſtitution, 
leading us by the Hand, to the ſpiritual 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel? Between the Foun- 
ders of both Covenants, what ſtrong Lines of 
Reſemblance appear, and in what a variety 


of Inſtances, have the Similitude between 
Moſes and Chriſt ; been trac'd both by an- 


cient and modern Writers. 


Such Reſemblances evidently bear upon 
them, the Stamp of divine Providence.— 


In the whole Texture of reveal'd Religion 


there is an even and regular Conſiſtence; 


many of the patriarchal Prophecies had their 


Completion under the Law ; and many of the 


_ Jewiſh Predictions were fulfill'd under the 


Goſpel. 
to the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, the more 


The nearer the Prophets come 


the ſacred Fire kindles in their Breaſts.—— 
Lo! 
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Lo! this is our God fays the Prophet, we 
have waited for him and he will fave us, this 
is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will 
be glad and rejoice in his Salvation! the 
Reduplication denotes the greateſt vehemence 
of Deſire and ExpeRation, and carries in it 
the moſt elegant Propriety. We come 
now as by eaſy Steps to the everlaſting Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, the End, the Glory, and Per- 
fection of all: The Law was given by Mo- 
ſes, but Grace and Truth came by Jeſus 
Chriſt, now the Sacrifice and the Oblation 
ceaſe; they give way to a better Covenant, 
eftabliſh'd upon better Promiſes. The 


Veil of the Temple 1s rent, the Partition 
Wall is taken down, the Gentiles are called 
in, the Poor have the Goſpel preach'd unto | 
them; that pure and heavenly Goſpel, which 
{trengthens the Ties of Nature, ſweetens 
the Aﬀettions, inſpires every virtuous Sen- 
timent, and recommends every Principle of 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, which can adorn, 


refine, or dignify human Nature. 


It 1 


Q 1 enforc'd 
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enforc'd by all the Motives, which can in- 
duce a rational Creature to receive it, and 
ſupported by all the Evidences of Truth, 
which can ſtamp Conviction upon impartial 
This brief Re. 


view of the ſeveral Diſpenſations of God, 


and unprejudic'd Minds. 


tho? given at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, is ſufficient to ſhew the wonderful 
Harmony and Connex1on of reveal'd Reh- 
gion, in all its different Branches. —Conſi- 
der the ſeveral Syſtems apart, without any 
Dependence one upon another, and like the 
looſe Materials of a Building, they may ſeem 
in the Eyes of ſome, to diſcover no Marks 
of Beauty, Wiſdom, or Proportion; but 
place them in their juſt Combinations, and 


they will appear in a higher Point of View; 


as worthy of God, the ſupreme Architect of 


all things, grand in Deſign, and perfect in 
Execution. 

Theſe Conſiderations open the Way in 
the ſecond Place, to enquire into the Ob- 
jections of Unbelievers, with regard to the 


Manner, 


in what manner beſt Suits his Wiſdom. 
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Manner, Time, and Effects of the divine 


Manifeſtations. 


The manner of the divine Manifeſtations, 


is what gives great Offence to the Enemies 


of reveal'd Religion. —They aſk, why has 
God manifeſted his Will in ſuch different 
Ways, and ſuch unequal Proportions; is he 
not the univerſal Parent! why then reveal 
himſelf grudgingly little by little, as ex- 
preſs'd by a certain Author. 


But does it become Man to preſcribe 
Laws to his Maker ? Who has known the 
Mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
Counſellor! his Judgments are a great 


Deep.—Again they ſay, he is no reſpecter 


of Perſons, and he cannot att inconſiſtently 


with his moral Perfection. But is the grant- 


ing a Revelation, a claim of Right in Man, 


or an Att of pure Mercy in God? Surely he 


may communicate his Will to whom, and 


There 
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There might be ſome Weight in their Argu- 
ments, if all Mankind were to be judg'd by 
the ſame Standard, if they that gather'd 
much, and they that gather'd little, if they 
who had the Means of Grace, vouchſaf'd 
unto them, and they who fat unavoidably in 
Darkneſs, were equally accountable to the 
great Judge, without any regard to their 
Opportunities: But God is not a hard and 
unreaſonable Maſter: We are aſſur'd that 


they who are without Law, ſhall be judg'd 
without Law. 


The ſtricteſt Notions we can form of Juſ- 
tice, do not imply that all Men ſhall enjoy 
the ſame Talents, but that all ſhall be re- 
warded, or puniſh'd, according to the Ap- 
plication or Abuſe of thoſe Gifts, which are 


committed to them. 


No Man has a right 
to challenge that to himſelf, which is the 
free and unmerited Gift of God: St. Paul 
ſays, hath not the Potter, power over the 


Clay, to make one Veſſel unto Honor, and 


another 
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another unto diſhonor? The leaſt Mercies 
are greater than we deſerve, and to appro- 
priate to ourſelves an equal Proportion of 
divine Favor, as a matter of Juſtice is the 
height of Arrogance and Preſumption; it 
bears hard againſt natural as well as reveal'd 
Religion, and tends to unhinge the whole 


Conſtitution of Providence. 


But the Juſtice and Benignity of God is 
not all that is challeng'd by ſuch Objettors, 
his Wiſdom alſo is call'd in Queſtion ; they 
aſk why were the Iſraelites, a poor, mean, 
and contemptible Race, in a little Corner 
of the World, made Choice of, above all 
others. May not the Queſtion be retorted, 
why might not the ſacred depoſit be entruſted 
to the Jews, as well as to any other People. 
The Reaſon given by Moſes, ought to have 
its Weight, God choſe their Seed, becauſe 
he lov'd their Fathers ; the divine Promiſe 
was made to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob.— 


Had the Bleſſing centred in any other Fa- 


mities 
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milies upon Earth, the outcry of Unbe- 
lievers would certainly have been greater. 
But waving this Argument, which perhaps 
they may call begging the Queſtion, They 
tell us that the Jews were a little incon- 


fiderable People, ignorant and barbarous. 


It 1s true, in outward Splendor, they 
were inferior to ſome of the neighbouring 
Nations; and perhaps in Arts and Science 
not ſo eminently diſtinguiſh'd, or as it is 
expreſs'd by a certain Writer, they had not 
arriv'd at the Manhood of Philoſophy ; but 
the more ſeemingly inſignificant the Inſtru- 
ments of Providence, the more Room for 
Admiration, and the leſs for Impoſture.—It 
is urg'd that the Jews were a perverſe and 
ſtiff neck'd People, ever revolting from the 


Laws of God; compare them with other 


Nations? were they more ſo than others, or 


nearly ſo much immers'd in Polytheiſm and 
Idolatry ? tho” it was indeed their frequent, 
and unjuſtifiable cry: Let us go down into 
Egypt, yet the Worſhip of the true God 
Was 
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was never totally loſt amongſt them; their 


Revoltings were never univerſal, and never 


of any laſting Continuance. We are 


told that they were ſhut up in A little corner 
of the Earth, and therefore not well adapted 
to propagate the divine Oracles thro' the 
World: They were on the contrary ſituated 
in the Centre of the known World, between 
Egypt and Arabia on one Hand, Syria, 
Chaldea and Aſſyria on the other, in the 
Neighbourhood , of Tyre and Sedon, the 
great Emporiums of the commecial World: 
It is objeQted laſtly that the Jews were a ſe- 

queſter'd Race, ſecluded from the reſt of 
Mankind; tho' it evidently appears they 
were eagerly deſirous of admitting Proſe- 
lytes; ſince in the time of Solomon, theſe 


amounted to no leſs than 153,000 and 600. 


But not only, the Manner of the divine 
Manifeſtation, is the Subject of cavil, but 
the time—they ſay if the Goſpel was a Syſ- 
tem of Religion, ſo beneficial to Mankind, 
R why 
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why was it ſo long delay'd as to the Reign 


of Tiberius ? Let us wave the obvious 
Reply; does Man know the Times and Sea. 
ſons, better chan his allwiſe Creator? And 
tho” it is natural to remark, that had Chriſt 
made an carlier Appearance in the World, 
the Harmony of the divine &conomy had 
been diſturb'd, the Predictions of the Pro- 
phets muſt have paſs'd away without their 
Accompliſhment, eſpecially thoſe relating 
to the ' Meſſiah: The Jewiſh republic was 
not as yet diflolv'd, the Sceptre had not 
departed from Judah. Vet. without a re- 
ference to the prior Adminiſtrations of Pro- 
vidence, we may juſtly obſerve that there 
was at that Juntture a peculiar F itneſs, even 
to our Apprehenſions, in the coming of our 
L ord. The World was prepar'd for this 
great Event: Not only the Jews, but the 


Romans, and many of the eaſtern Nations, 


entertaining lively Hopes, and foreboding 


Expectation of ſome great Deliverer. 


1 


At 
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At this time the Jews by their formalities 
had almoſt loſt fight of moral Obligations, 
through the ritual Obſervances of the Law ; 
and among one Sett of them, the Doctrine 


of a future State, (the grand Support of all 


Nor 
did the Heathens ſtand in leſs need of di- 


vine Inſtruction, their Idolairy and Super- 


Religion) was generally exploded. 


ſtition, had thrown the thickeſt Veil over 
the beſt directing Principles of human 


Nature. 


At this time the Goſpel met with a happy 
Coincidance of Circumſtances, ſuch as no 
other Period could perhaps have furniſh'd, 
Suppoſe it granted in the early Ages of the 
World. 


uſe of Letters? Date its Origin a little lower 


A written Revelation before the 


in the moſt flouriſhing State of Egypt. 
What bad Repoſitories muſt Egyptian Hie- 
roglyphics have been for the ſacred Ora- 
cles of an inviſible Being. — . may be ſaid 
perhaps that the moſt flouriſhing Times of 

a the 


the Grecian Empire would have been better 
adapted to this divine Purpoſe.—But would 
the Pride of Greece have ſtoop'd to the 
humble Doftrines of the Croſs, without a 
conſtant Miracle; is it probable that they 


would have condeſcended to any Wiſdom 


but their own. Had the early Times of 
the Roman Empire been made the Vehicles 
of divine Knowledge, inſuperable Obſtacles 
occur, a Nation devoted to Arms, and car- 
ried away by a Thirſt of Glory and Con- 
queſt, would certainly have rejected the 
But at the Juncture 


when our Saviour enter'd upon his Miniſ- 


Goſpel of Peace. 


try, many natural Cauſes conſpir'd to give 


it due Effect. 


An Elegance of Taſte and Refinement of 
Manners had taken Place in Rome. — The 
| Learning of this Age, was indeed at firſt an 
Obſtacle to its Succeſs, but as ſoon as it con- 
deſcended to an impartial Scrutiny, it no 


longer 
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longer reſiſted the force and power of Truth, 
but became its moſt powerful Advocate.— 
The Sweets of Peace were now enjoy'd both 
in Europe, and Aſia, the new Religion, in- 
ſtead of being loſt in the Din of Arms found 
Men at leiſure to make a free Enquiry into 


its Doctrines, and the Succeſs was in juſt 


Proportion. 


But the Objections of Unbelievers are not 
confin'd to the Manner and the Time of the 
Diſpenſation, but they contend, (one Writer 
at leaſt does) that in its Effects, it is produc- 
tive of more Harm than Good; he ſays, what 
in moſt Places paſſes for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, has transform'dthis ſocial, benign Crea- 
true, into one fierce & cruel; and made him 
act with ſuch rage and fury againſt thoſe who 
never did, nor deſign'd him any Injury, as 
could not have enter d into the Hearts of Men 
to conceive, even tho' they were in the moſt 
abje& State of Degeneracy and Corruption. 
Do we hear this of the Religion of Chriſt ? 

Cruelty 
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Cruelty laid to the Charge of Chriſtianity ! 


the Malice of Man could not have invented a 
greater Scandal, nor a more unfounded one.; 
we may as well ſuppoſe the great deſtroyer 
of Mankind a pure Spirit of unmix'd Be- 
If Chriſtians and Heathens 


are to be compar'd together, we may argue 


nevolence. 


either from Principles or Facts; if from the 
former, the Chriſtian has not only the fame 
inſtinctive Impreſſions of Humanity, but 
the tender Feelings of Nature are render'd 
more pure, more benign and gentle, by the 
ſweet Influence of the Goſpel; the true 
Wiſdom from above firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full 
of Mercy and good Fruits.—If we argue 
from Facts, they ſhould be ſtated fairly; the 
vileſt Actions of nominal Chriſtians, the 
horrid Fruits of Superſtition, are not to be 
ſet in Competition, with the moſt illuſtrious 


Acts of Heathens.—But to form a true Rule | 


of Judgment, we muſt diſtinguiſh between 


the nominal and real Chriſtian, between the 


true 


true and ſincere Followers of Chriſt, and the 
Corrupters of his Word and Doarine.—It 
muſt be own*'d that the ſacred Name of 
Chriſt has been often made the Cloak of 


Superſtition or Malice; many have been 


hurried on by a fiery Zeal, to think that they 
did God Service, by trampling on the Laws 
of Humanity; of the Truth of this the ſan- 
guinary Practices of ſuperſtitious Zealots, 
will always remain an undeniable Teſtimony: 
But does the Fault lie in the Religion of 
Chriſt, or in the Peverſion of it? the beſt 
Things are capable of Abuſe, and the Luſts 
and Paſſions of Men will ſometimes bear 
the Sway; but let Chriſtianity have its duc 


Influence, and all its Produttions will be 


ſweet and amiable: Mercy and Truth will 


meet together: Righteouſneſs and Peace- 


will kiſs cach other. 


Thus have I endeavour'd to execute what 
I propos'd in this Diſcourſe, to mark the 


Progreſſion of God's Revelations, and to 


anſwer 
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anſwer the Objections of thoſe who pretend 
not to believe them: I ſhall not now detain 
you with the Application of our valuable 
Perſuaſion of the Truth, to the ſeveral du- 
ties of Life, but ſubmit this important Bu- 


ſineſs to your private Meditations. 


Nor is it poſſible that you can purſue this 
ſerious, this momentous Subject, without 
the grateful and animated Expoſtulation of 
the Apoſtle, Lord! how is it, that thou wilt 


manifeſt thyſelf unto us, and not unto the 
World ? 


SERMON VII. 


Acrs XVII. Chap. and 21ſt Verſe. 


For all the Athenians and Strangers whack 
were there, ſpent their Time in nothing 
elſe, but either to tell or to hear ſome new 
Thing. 


HERE 1s nothing which occurs in Hiſ- 


tory more memorable or important, 
than the ſhort, clear and elegant Narration, 
in which the bold and ſteady Confidence of 
St. Paul is deliver'd, in the Propagation of 
We ſee this ſtrenuous Aſ- 


ſertor of Truth at one Time engag'd with 


our Religion. 


Barbarians, at others in eager Diſpute with 


Nor is it ſurpriſ- 


the Jews and Greeks. 
ing that his active and induſtrious Efforts 
met with ſuch vigorous Oppoſition, when 
the Terms of the Conteſt were ſo unfavour- 
S able: 
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able: On the one hand Obſtinacy and Dul- 
neſs of Apprehenſion, preſented an inſur- 
mountable Bar; on the ether, Subtilty of 
Argument, and an Appearance of Wiſdom, 
tho” falſe, yet winning and ſeducing. Some 
refns'd to his Eloquence and patient Hear- 
ing; ſome by wilful Miſconſtruction ren- 
der'd it unintelligible to others, and even to 


themlelves. 


Being call'd to Trial, this bold and ſkilful 
Orator pleaded his Caufe with Weight and 


Solemnity. 


Anxious for the Support of 
Truth alone, and ſupported by upright Con- 
viction, he reſted his Cauſe upon its own 
Merit, nor did he demand from the Coun- 
cil of Arcopagus, any Countenance or Pro- 
tection, but what the Dignity and ſolemn 
Character of their Office requir'd. That 
Tribunal was always eſteem'd by the Athe- 
mans of the utmoſt Purity and Importance, 
nor was any Man thought to be qualified for 


a Seat on that reſpettable Bench; but thoſe 


whoſe 
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whoſe Prudence and unſullied Integrity had 
ſtood the Teſt of long and ſevere Trial, and 
receiv'd the merited Favor of the People. 
Such are the competent and proper Judges ; 
to whole Deciſion the Lives and Proper- 
ties of Men ſhould ever be ſubmitted! But 
however pure and unbiaſs'd their Sentence 
might have been, where the Violation of 
private Rights in Society came under their 
Cognizance; yet in matters of Religion, 
their Fitneſs to decide, might perhaps with 
Juſtice be challeng'd, and for this Reaſon ; 
it was Cuſtomary at Athens indiſcriminately 
to admit the Worſhip of the Gods of any 
Nation whatloever, and to allow them Tem- 
ples and Altars in their City; only reſerving 
the Ceremonies of their own eſtabliſh'd Re- 
ligion, conſtant and unchang'd: As their 
Religion ſuppos'd a Multitude of Gods, ſo 
they readily admitted that there was Room 
for more, and allow'd that particular Wor- 
ſhip might be paid to external Deities, with- 

out interfering with that due to their own; 


S 2 hence 
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hence that Multitude of Temples which 
gave St. Paul ſo great Offence, rais'd to 
Deities without Exiſtence, to the Reproach 
of thoſe who erected them; hence that Al- 
tar to the unknown God, from which the 
Sagacity of St. Paul deduc'd thoſe Argu- 


ments for the Support of Truth, and the 


Subverſion of the Errors of Superſtition. 


It is natural here to demand why Men 
rather exce//iv2 than Sparing in Matters of 
Religion fo obſtinately combated the Chri/- 
ian Religion; why thoſe who greedily re- 
ceiv'd all foreign Ceremonies and Rites, 
ſhould rancorouſly oppoſe the Introduction 


of this ene Religion only. 


We are led in Anſwer to this, to look 
into the Nature of all idolatrous Worſhip ; 
and we may obſerve that however diſtin& 
the different Species may be, yet they are 
far from being Contradictory to each other, 
nay ſcarcely interfere: This is ſufficiently 


manifeſt 
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manifeſt from a Review of ancient Poly- 
theiſm; hence it was, no one thought the 
Worthip paid to another's Deity, detracted 
from that due to his own: Temples were 
erected every Day, and Altars conſecrated 
to all the Gods, Greek or Barbarian ; to the 
Living and to the Dead; to the known and 
to the unknown; and all conſtructed with 
Magnificence, render'd the City, a Scene of 


Ornament and Elegance. 


To acknowledge one and one only God, 
by which they muſt effettually have over- 
turn'd all their Ceremonious Worſhip, in 


ſuch a City of Parade and elegant Refine- 


ment was not to be expected, nor would the 


Magiſtrates who had the Care of the eſtab- 
liſh'd Religion, readily agree to it. Hence 
in Matters of Religion the Search after 
Truth was never ſeriouſly purſued ; they 
would oladly indulge their natural Spirit of 
Curioſity ; they would freely liſten to the 
Author of a new Opinion, to which no one 


would 
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would dare to give his Aſſent, tho' unable 
to controvert it; neither Accuſers nor 
Judges of ſuppos'd Innovators in Religion, 


were much concern'd for Truth; they wiſh'd 


only for ſomething new and unheard of: For 


* all the Athenians and Strangers which were 
e there, ſpent their Time in nothing elſe, but 


« either to tell or to hear ſome new Thing.” 


It may juſtly be queſtion'd whether this 
ardent thirſt of Novelty which is objected 
to the Athenians, be productive of more 
Evil or Good to Men. This active Prin- 


ciple, ſeems to be implanted in our Nature 


by the great Author of our Being, to inſti- 
gate us to an inquiſitive Search after Truth; 


it accompanies us thro? every ſtage of Life; 


the Child who breaks his Toy to diſcover 


the internal Arrangement, and the Philoſo- 
pher who freezes under the polar Circle to 
Meaſure the Earth, are actuated by the 
ſame natural Impulſe: To this Principle we 


ewe whatever is laudable in the Inveſtiga- 


tion 
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tion of Truth, to this we owe all thoſe Arts 
which embelliſh and adorn Life, and to 
which all its Elegances are owing, it is the 
Source of all Improvement 1n the more ab- 
ſtruſe Parts of Science, and to it, what is 


commonly call'd polite Literature, is in- 


debted for its Dignity. This Principle 


however, like all others of our Nature, if 
unduly regulated, 1s a fruitful Source of 
Evil. Its powerful Efficacy in the In- 


veſtigation of new Truths, is perhaps bal- 


lanc'd by its dangerous Effects upon thoſe 
already known and eſtabliſh*'d.—In all Mat- 
ters which God has ſubmitted to human 
Knowledge, there is a certain Point of Per- 
feAion, beyond which we cannot advance, 
yet the Mind of Man, particularly when 
endow'd with unuſual Sagacity, 1s apt to 
exceed theſe bounds; a principle of Vanity 
prompts it to ſuppoſe a Degree of Dignity 


in differing from the Vulgar. There are 


Men who wiſh rather to be conſpicuous than 
uſeful, and being more anxious for Fame, 


than 
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than Utility, prefer the Appearance to the 


Reality of Wiſdom; they loath Opinions on 
which the Authority of Time has ſtamp'd a 
Sanktion, they grow tired and diffatisfied 
with ſuch obſolete Knowledge, deſpairing 
of cxtratting Praiſe, from Subjects, which 
the Induſtry of their Anceſtors has already 
exhauſted; therefore when Knowledge 1s 
matur'd and Truth has acquir'd its due Sta- 
bility and Credit; an Underſtanding which 
claims the Praiſe of ſuperior Ingenuity, has 
here nothing leſt to recommend it to the 
Notice of the World but to be a conſpicuous 
Wanderer from the beaten Track, without 
conſidering the Dithculties and Intricacies, 


it muſt encounter in its Progreſs, when the 


In Societies 


Clue of Reaſon is dropp'd.— 
where the Arts of civil Lite, and even the 
Principles of Morality are rude and uncul- 
tivated, this active, nay this wanton Spirit of 


Emula- 


Curioſity, 1s of great Efficacy. 
tion amongſt Men engag'd in the ſame Pur- 
ſuit may do much: What eſcapes the Atten- | 


tion 
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tion or deceives the Judgment of one Man, 
may to another prove a Source of Informa- 
tion: Where Induſtry has faii'd, Chance has 
been often known to lay open the Road to 
Knowledge; nor can Perfettion in any Art 
be expetted, until many have labour'd with 
Diligence & patient Attention in its ſeveral 
Branches, and to this Effect the Strong, 
perhaps exceſſive Love of Novelty, conduces 
much; and in this careful and anxious 
Search after Truth, this Principle ſtrongly 
recommends itſelf; the Difficulty is to re- 
ſtrain it at a proper Period, for if indulged 
with uncheck'd Licenſe, it changes its Ten- 
dency, and becomes a Source of Evil : Of 
the Truth of this Obſervation, Hiſtory both 
Profane and Eccleſiaſtical, abound with Ex- 
amples, and it is our Duty to profit from 
its Records, or Hiſtory is of no more uſe 


than a mere Fable. 


Amongſt the laborious and inquiſitive 
Athenians, whoſe Arts were the Envy of 
T the 
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the World; whoſe Language was its Model, 
the nervous and pure Style of the Attic 
Language itſelf was capriciouſſy rejected, 
for Feebleneſs without Ornament; which 
the Wantonneſs of new Opinion, call'd Sim- 
plicity. Their Philoſophy which Plato 
extended to all the Perfection of Know- 
ledge, that could be expected from unaſſiſted 


Reaſon, under his Followers loſt all its Pu- 


rity from the extravagant Vanity of thoſe 
who wiſh'd to be conſpicuous, if not by 
Strength of Reaſon, at leaſt by Novelty of 
Doctrine. 
or Place to diſcuſs the ſhocking Extrava- 


It would neither ſuit this Time 


gances of the Setts of Epicurus and Zeno, 
who ſtood in the foremoſt Rank of Innova- 
tion: The former, the Champion of Vice and b 
Immorality, refer'd every Thing to Plea- 
ſure, and that of the groſſeſt kind; the lat- 
ter indeed prais'd Virtue, but of that un- 
gentle Sort, that to admire it, we muſt lay 
aſide our Reaſon and our Humanity toge- 
ther: What an aſtoniſhing Effect of the 

Love 
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Love of Novelty, that Men ſhould arrange 
themſelves under the Banners of thoſe Lead- 


ers, of whom the one annihilated all Vir- 


tue; the other betray'd it by a weak defence. 


Tho' oblig'd by Candour, I unwillingly 
call your Attention to more modern Times 
in purſuit of this Argument; and am aſham'd 
to ſay, what Infamy has accrued to our Re- 
ligion, from the arrogant Vanity of thoſe, 
whoſe Love of Novelty has hurried them 
beyond the Bounds of Prudence, Modera- 


tion, and Decency. Nor can it be denied 
that ſomething of this Sort exiſted in the 
earlieſt and beſt Times of the Church. The 
Epiſtle of St. Paul to the Corinthians proves 
that on this Head, even at that early Period 
they were reprehenſible, and we find him 
accordingly recommending to them Unity 


of Opinion, in the moſt earneſt Terms. 


We collect from the Tenor of his Epil- 
tles, that many were diſſatisfied with the 
"=P 'v Simplicity 
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Simplicity of the Chriſtian Faith which from 
this Quality of its Dottrine, precluded all 
Poſſibility of being conſpicuous, unleſs by 
engrafting on it, ſome Singularity of Opi- 
nion: We find them accordingly, mixing 
the Philoſophy of the Times with the Pu- 
rity of Religion, and bartering their Inte- 
ority and their Convittion, for the paltry 
Applauſe of a few miſguided Followers ; 
they divided the Apoſtolical Church, into 
a Diverſity of Sects, which the Intreaties, 
Arguments and Authority of St. Paul, were 


not able to re-unite. 


This Introduction of the Philoſophy of 
che Times, is evidently pointed at by St. 
Paul in his Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, in 
which he thus exhorts them, “ Beware leſt 
any Man ſpoil you thro' Philoſophy and vain 
Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after 
the Rudiments of the World, not after 
CRISsT.— Vet this Spirit never flacken'd, 


the power of Vanity was too prevalent, and 


the 
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the early and later Ages of the Church have 
ſeverely felt its Influence; the Weakneſs of 
the Ebionites, the Subtility of the Gnoſtics, 
the Senſuality of the Cerinthians, harraſs'd 
the evangelical Truth with Doctrines that 


offer Violence to Reaſon, vouch'd by a 


Conduct that according to the Accounts 
tranſmitted to us of the Impurities of ſome 
of theſe Sectaries, is in many Inſtances a 


diſgrace to Humanity. 


If ſuch were the Deviations from the Truth 
in the Days of the Apoſtles themſelves, 
what was to be expetted at future Periods ? 
Even what Hiſtory and Experience have 
furniſh'd: Vanity and mental Licenteouſ- 
neſs, have boldly advanc'd Doctrines, and 
even Articles of Faith, unauthoriz'd by 


Chriſt & not acknowledged by his Apoſtles. 


There is no Man ignorant of the preſent 
numberleſs Diviſions of the Church, and few 


but have heard of the more early and vehe- 


ment 
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ment Hereſies, to diſcuſs which would be 
now unneceſſary, and to recite their Names 
unprofitable : Looking back to that Period 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, we ſee nothing but 
Diſtractions and Convulſions of the Church, 
ſo that from the Age of the Apoſtles to the 
Reign of Conſtantine, it ſuffer'd leſs from 


External, than from Internal Foes. Even 


then, when it had juſt attain'd a little Tran- 
quility, behold it Labouring daily with 
. bolder Doctrines of new Opinion; behold 
to the Reproach of the Times, the Scanda- 


lous Contention between Alexander and 


Arius. 


The latter Scrutinizing the moſt 
ſacred Myſtery of our Religion, by the eva- 
ſive Subtilties of Metaphyſics; the other, 
ſeeking Philoſophical Supports for ſuperna- 
tural Truths. Truths, above human 
Comprehenſion, he examined with more 
Curioſity than Prudence, and claim'd the 
NEW Glory of philoſophizing, where Phi- 
loſophy could have no Place. Had the 
Queſtion been reduc'd to the Teſt of Scrip- 


ture, 
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ture, theſe violent and outrageous Diſpu- 


tants had been filenced, but when they no 
longer combated for the Apoſtolical Opi- 
nion but their own; there were no Bounds 
to their abuſe, no room for mutual Pardon, 
and neither the Perſuaſion of the Church, 
nor the Authority of the Emperor, were 


able to reconcile their Animoſity. 


1 paſs over the numberleſs Controver- 
hes, the Origins of which were as ridicu- 
Jous as their Events ruinous ; the Charac- 
ter given by Tacitus of Chriſtians in general, 
took riſe from the Impurities of the SeQa- 
ries, and the whole Body ſuffer'd under their 
Reproach.— It is dreadful to recolle& 


the ſhocking Monuments of Folly and Bar- 


barity, which for near 14 Ages are afforded 


by the Hiſtory of Church, Friends and 
Foes united to diſtrat it, on the one Side 
by Ignorance and Error, on the other, by 
Superſtition and Fraud, and on all Quarters 


by the dangerous AﬀeRation of Novelty.— 
Look 
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Look to the Hiſtory of the Popes, and mark 


the Innovations which each ſucceeding Pon- 
tiff introduc'd or ſubſtituted in the cum- 
brous Liſt of the Ceremonies or Dottrines 
of his Predeceſſor, look to the Councils and 
you will find a Duty commanded by one as 
Orthodox, countermanded by the next, 
now deem'd unneceſſary; again heretical; 
and the Authors of it anathematiz'd, and 


perſecuted. 


The Darkneſs of the Times, which is 
often advanc'd in Apology for this incon- 
ſiſtency of Opinion, is not at all adequate to 


Purpoſe, for I muſt confeſs, however re- 
luctantly, that fince the Revival, nay ſince 
the full Effulgence of the Light of Litera- 
ture, ſince the happy Aera of Reforma- 
tion, Opinions the moſt Extravagant, the 


moſt irreducible to the Light of Reaſon, 


the moſt diſſonant to the true Harmony of 


the Chriſtian Religion, have appeared, nay 


even in part ſubſiſt to this Day; the Evi- 
dent 
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dent and pernicious Effects of the Love of 


Novelty, the Reſult of Vanity and Singu- 
larity, broach'd by Men who conſider their 


own Inclination as their Warrant, to pro- 
nounce to the World, what they imagine 
will create an Opinion of their Sagacity, 
unanxious for the Convittion of Judgment; 
Such are the Tenets which ſap the Founda- 
tion of the whole Syſtem of Laws, human 
and divine; removing all the Comfort of 
our preſent Life, and endeavouring te de- 
ride the Hopes of a future; and theſe held 
forth with a Boldneſs ſuperior to the weak 
Efforts of friendly Reproof, and not to be 
aw'd by the Riſk of worldly Reputation. 


The apoſtolical Language is the Model 
of Simplicity; we find St. Paul who was 


confeſſedly the moſt learned amongſt the 
Apoſtles, diſclaiming the falacious Aid of 
Oratory, and refin'd Argument; he ſays, and 
I Brethren when I came to you, came not 
with Excellency of Speech or of Wiſdom, 

| U declaring 
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declaring unto you the Teſtimony of God; 
for I determin'd not to know any Thing 
among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru- 
cified, and my Speech and my Preaching 
was not with inticing Words of Man's Wil- 
dom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit and 
of Power. lt was the true Deſign of their 
Miſhen, to explain the Myſteries of God to 
the whole World: conformable to this our 
eſtabliſh'd re/orm'd Religion imparts the 
glorious Privilege of the ſacred Volume to 
all Mankind. 


to Reaſon than to Scripture, for St. Paul 


Nor 1s this more agreeable 


in his Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, expreſlly 
commands to prove all Things and hold faſt 
that which is good; and it is univerſally al- 
tow'd and 1s fully evident from the 2th 
Verſe of the ſame zth Chapter, that this 
Epiſtle is directly addreſs'd to the Laity. 


The unadorn'd Style of the Scriptures, 
and the conſequent Perſpicuity of the Doc- 


trine will riſe in certain Judgment againſt 


thoſe, 
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thoſe, who from whatever Motives, endea- 
vour to pervert its Simplicity; and ſurely a 
ſevere Account will be requir'd by the in- 
finite Diſpenſer of Genius and Wiſdom, of 
thoſe whoſe Veracity and whoſe Integrity 
falls an eaſy prey to their Vanity. 


Look to the FaQts I have here pointed 
out, conſult Experience and you will with 
Pleaſure make this ſtriking Remark, that the 
pure and upright Stem of Chriſtianity un- 
warp'd, unwaſted by the noxious Paraſite 
Weeds of Hereſy, {till takes Root down 
wards, and will continue to flouriſh in the 
unbiaſs'd Judgment of all reaſonable Men, 
ſo long as Truth can command Aﬀent; ſo 
long as Simplicity ſhall be admired, and Vir- 
tue belov'd. - 


Whilſt this captious Licenſe of Contro- 
verſy introduces ſuch Diſtraction into the 
religious World, we have particular Reaſon 
to felicitate ourſelves; the Learning, the 


U 2 religious 
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religious Diſcipline within theſe Walls, have 
hitherto, and I truſt will continue to ſupply 
able and faithful Aſſertors of the Truth.— 
It is the Province of all thoſe in Power 
here to improve the Connexion between 
Religion and Letters, that the Powers of 
Argument may at length be employ'd to Ad- 
vantage; neglecting unimportant Refine- 
ment and worldy Diſputation; that the Mo- 
ment of the Subject be duly weigh'd, that 
thoſe who hear and learn, may beſtow all 
their unprejudic'd Attention to the Dil- 
quiſition of Truth; equally unbiaſs'd by 
the Authority of ancient Preſcription, or 
the Novelties of modern Dottrines ; that 
Philoſophy be made ſubervient to Religion, 
and not preſume to hold the firſt Place, 
where its greateſt Glory is to be an humble 
Inftrument,——If you thus diſappoint the 
Induſtry of thoſe, who labour for the Cor- 
ruption of Morals; your Authority will be 
reverenc'd by the petulant, and dreaded 
even by the forward and bold in Vice. 
3 
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SERM ON VII. 
PS ALM CXXXIX, Verſe 1 and 2. 


O Lord thou haſt ſearched me and known, me: 
Thou knoweſt my down fitting and upriſing, 
thou underſtandeſt my Thoughts afar off — 
Thou compaſſeſt my Path and my lying down 
and art acquainted with all my Ways. 


1 8 Aſſertion may appear ſingular, but 


perhaps will not be found unjuſtifiable, 
that in Courſe of Reaſoning the Idea of 


Providence 1s antecedant even to that of a 
God: We are led to the Acknowledgment 
of his Being, by reaſoning upon the Works 
of Nature, by perceiving Intention and De- 
ſign in unconſcious Animals, and inanimate 
Beings: We are led to the Knowledge of 
the Creator, both by the intelligent Parts of 
his Works, and by thoſe where no Traces of 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon or even of Inſtina are to be found. 


In rational Creatures, the deriv'd gift ſhews 
the Perfection of the giver, in the other 
Parts of Nature the Completion of their va- 
rious Purpoſes without this Faculty, leads 
to the ſame Concluſion; and it is the limi- 
ted Province of 1mperfett Faculties, to argue 
from Effetts to Cauſes, in the moral as well 
as the phyſical World. ——The Notion of a 


particular Providence is this; that the Su- 


preme Being has a Regard to all Beings, 


that he has in the Government of all Events 


an eſpecial Care of the Good, natural and 


moral of all his Creatures; that he looketh 
down ſrom Heaven to behold all the Sons 
of Men; he faſhioneth their Hearts alike, 
he conſidereth all their Works. 


This Perſuaſion is natural to us, and a 
particular Providence has generally been be- 
liev'd in all Ages and Nations, whether more 
or leſs improv'd : A Senſe of it ſeems to be 
implanted in us by the Author of Nature. 

The 
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The Readineſs with which every intelligent 
Creature, applies in its Diſtreſs to the Foun-- 
tain of all Being, is an Acknowledgment of 
his paternal Care, and of his Superinten- 
dance over all Individuals.—This Remark 
is undehgnedly acknowledg'd by a late 
Author of Rank, whoſe inſidious Opinions 
are the more dangerous, from the recom- 
mendatory Garb of elegant Diction; he 


makes this important Conceſſion even whilſt 


he 1s endeavouring to turn the Subjet into 
Ridicule. 


The Term Providence ſtrictly implies the 
fore-ſight or fore-knowledge of Events, 
however it is generally adopted in the more 
comprehenſive Signification I have already 
given and means the actual Superintendance 
of the Deity over his Creatures, conducting 


them to what is beſt. —This Perſuaſion 


however does not preclude human Induſtry. 


The Acts of Providence are not to be de- 


termin'd by our Expedtations, but by the 
Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom of God, directing the comprehen- 
ſive Syſtem of all his Creation. 


152 


If all Mankind look up to God for tem- 
poral Intereſts; their Requeſts muſt claſh 
together; and even if they did not, would 
it be reaſonable to expett that all ſhould be 
gratified? this would be to annihilate all 
virtuous Perſeverance, to remove all Sup- 
port of godly Confidence, and to check 
every Excurſion of enraptur'd Hope, into 


the bliſsful Regions of Futurity. 


If we expect Miracles to ſupply our 
Wants, we cheat ourſelves with Preſumpti- 
ons, founded upon no Authority if we ex- 
pect no Intricacies, we forget our own Ig- 
norance, and put ourſelves in the Place of 
God; if we preſume that we ſhall eſcape all 
Trials, we miſtake our Religion, which is 
to prepare us by Acquieſcence and Reſig- 


nation for better Hopes. But if we are 


perſuaded that every Thing we do and ſuffer 


_ 
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in our Paſſage thro' this Life, is under the 
immediate Inſpection and Direction of God, 
we then rightly underſtand our Privilege and 
our Duty; and maintain a rational Faith 


which we may vindicate againſt every Cavil. 


The Good are taught in Scripture to ex- 
pect a Supply of all their Needs, they are 
not taught that their Needs ſhall be pre- 


vented, or that they are under no Neceſſity 
The 


Diſtreſſes permitted to come upon them, 


to look up to Heaven for a Supply. 


teach them the Neceſſity and Efficacy of 
applying to Heaven for Relief; convince 
them how few are the real Wants of rational 
Creatures, how eaſily the Neceſſities of 
Nature are anſwer'd; how reſignedly all 
other Wants may be borne; how vainly Hap- 
pineſs is to be ſought after in this Lite; and 
how miſerably they deceive themſelves, who 
by licentious Principles or Practices, cut off 
all rational Support under the Calamities of 


this Life. Many uſeful Leſſons may be 
X learn' d. 
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learn'd, and therefore we may conclude 
many real Benefits are intended, by this pro- 
vidential Diſpenſation of ſuch Chaſtiſements 
as for the preſent are not joyous, but griev- 
ous: Nevertheleſs, if afterwards they yield 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs unto 
them, who are exerciſed thereby, they then 
change both their Name and Nature, and are 


no longer to be conſider'd as Calamities, but 


Bleſſings. They exerciſe the paſſive 


Virtues of good Men, and improve them in 


many active ones. They teach Compaſ— 
ſion to their fellow Sufferers, indifference 
to the Vanities of Life, Moderation of their 
Deſires, reſtraint of their Paſſions and a more 
carneſt Zeal for thofe Attainments, which 


depend not on the Changes and Chances of 
this mortal Life. 


Theſe Qualities from their Nature, blunt 
the Edge of every afflictive Incident, and 
often prove the means of avoiding it. How- 
ever, whilſt the iſſue of all is Safe and glo- 


rious, 
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rious, whether good Men are preſerv'd from 
Calamities ; ſupported under them; reſcued 
from their Oppreſſion; or finally rewarded 
for their right Application of them; in any 
Caſe, there can be no Doubt of a particular 


I ſaid that 


if we expect no Intricacies we forget our 


Providence attending them. 


own Ignorance, uſurping a right to Know- 


iedge, above our Capacity, and inconſiſtent 


with our State.——Intricacies in the exten- 
five Chain of providential Cauſes and Ef- 
fects, there are beyond all Doubt: But the 
Idea of a particular Providence, does not 
imply an equal Providence, or an exatt Re- 
tribution of Rewards and Puniſhments in 
this Life in punctual Proportion to merit or 


demerit. 


Many are apt to ſay with G1- 
deon, O my Lord, if the Lord be with us, 
why then 1s all this befallen us, and where 
be all his Miracles which our Fathers told 
us of? They ſeem to think it implies an ex- 


aft immediate Recompence to all the Works of 


Men; and ſuch a neceſſary Connexion of 
X 2 Cauſe 


—— —— — 222K ĩ (— — ᷣ ͤ _—_— — 
——ä—— — - « - - > \ 


— —_ 


— — 


156 SERMON VIII. 


Cauſe and Effect, as they do not now ſee 


and experience. 


This Difficulty is univerſally taken notice 
The 
Diſtinction which they expect, from a Senſe 


of, and triumph'd in by Sceptics. 


of the immediate Protection of the Deity, 
does not appear; the Proſperity of the wick- 
ed and diſtreſs'd Stat e of the Righteous are 
urg'd as Arguments from Fact, againſt the 
ſuppoſed continual Attention of the Crea- 
tor, to the Virtues and the Intereſts of all his 
But beſides that 
there is great Room for Miſtake, with Rel- 
pett both to the Characters and Comforts of 


intelligent Creatures. 


particular Perſons; whether the Appearance 
of Virtue be ſincere, whether the Charge 
of Vice be not overſtrain'd by malicious 
Cenſures; and what kind and degree of 
Satisfaction or Sorrow may redound from 
their outward Circumſtances.—Indepen- 
dent of the Conſideration of theſe Doubts, 
admitting the Fact, (which is not to be diſ- 


puted 
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puted in many Inſtances that there is an ine- 
quality of Diſpenſations, utterly diſpropor- 
tionate to the Deſerts of the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of Society) this is a Proof of a parti- 
cular Providence, underſtood in its true 
3y 
ſuch a Providence we more particularly 


Senſe, not an Objection againſt it. 


mean the conſtant Government of the Deity 
over moral Agents, as probationary Crea- 
tures, qualified and enjoin'd to improve 
themſelves in Virtue, permitted and encou- 
raged to prepare themſelves, as Candidates 


for Happineſs. 


To ſuch a Government 
an inequality of preſent Diſpenſations is 
even Neceſſary to try our Faith, to exer- 


ciſe our Virtue, and to ſhew the Force of 


religious Principles, If Vengeance in- 
ſtantly follow'd upon Iniquity and worldly 
Proſperity was as certainly the conſequence 
of dutiful Obedience, this would argue 
a Providence indeed; but one extending 
only to this World and leaving little Ground 
for Hopes in another, it would exclude 


the 
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the exerciſe of all paſſive Virtues, and yield- 
ing an immediate Recompence to all active 
ones, would cloſe the Scene and hide all 


Proſpect of future Reward. But the 


Certainty of an after Account and State, 
which is prov'd by this very Inequality of 
preſent Diſpenſations, yields a Teſt to our 
Duty, an Encouragement to our Hope, and 
a convincing Proof that every Event now 
befalling us, and every Action now com- 
mitted by us, is under conſtant Inſpection, 
in order to an equitable Retribution here- 


after. 


It 1s ſufficient for us that we have 


here all that 1s neceſſary for the Support of 
our Bodies, and the Improvemeut of our 
Minds, and this we may depend on in the 
God has no 


where promis'd to ſupply our Vanities, or 


Performance of our Duty. 


our Wiſhes, but our Needs only; and of 
theſe, he that hath made us (and not we 
ourſelves) is the beſt Judge. | 


There cannot be a greater Abſurdity than 
Atheiſm, 
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Atheiſm, or the ſuppoſing of Effects without 


a Cauſe; and nearly if not entirely equal to 


* 


this, is the Suppoſition that a wiſe and good 
Being made this World, and plac'd in it 
1 moral Agents, without intending to take 
any farther Notice of them; that he created 
them with Wants, without Intention to ſup- 
ply them, and implanted in them Notions of 
wright and wrong, and warm deſires of Im- 
mortality and Happineſs, without any Rules 


for the former, or well founded Hopes for 
the latter. 


The general Laws of Providence, the 
Subterfuge ſought by thoſe who cannot 
maintain the open Field of Argument ſcarce- 
ly demands Enquiry or Refutation : Thoſe 
who argue on this Subject confine the Deity 
by more than Stoical Neceflity ; they ſeem 
to argue that God had made Things and then 
put them out of his Power, or given ori- 
ginally ſuch Energy to the material World, 
as ſhould continue above his Influence; they 

de 
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do not allow his Interference in the Go- 
vernment of the World, and are oblig'd to 
look out for other Cauſes to account for the 
Appearances before us: they have Recourſe 
to the familiar, but unintelligible Names 


I am at 


of Chance, Deſtiny and Nature. 


a loſs for their Meaning in the two Firſt, and 


by Nature I ſuppoſe they mean a Law given 


by the Creator to the material Creation ; but 
does ſuch Law limit or exclude his own Di- 
rection and Interpoſition? If theſe ſtated 
Laws of Nature are on any Occaſion broken 
thro”, here is a Demonſtration of an inter- 


poſing Providence. Thoſe who are Eye 


Witneſſes to Miracles have irreſiſtible Con- 
viction of this Doctrine, and thoſe who re- 
ceive them upon Report by unqueſtionable 


Teſtimony, have ſufficient Evidence of them, 


unleſs all Hiſtory be given up as uncertain, 


and paſt Facts are thought incapable of Con- 
firmation; it muſt be admitted that there 
have been ſupernatural Interpoſitions ; and 
may we not argue that if Hiſtory proves 

ſome 
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{ome providential Events in any Method, 
they may and muſt be continued ſtill in ſome 
Method. 


We may however proceed another Way, 
and offer an Argument, which by ſhewing 
the divine Regard to the Concluſion of an 
Event, implies the Intervention of Provi- 
dence in the preceding Parts of it, and the 
Direction and Influence of the Means which 
lead to it; this is the unanſwerable evidence 


of Prophecies. 


Every Prediction of a 
future Event plainly compleated, is a Teſ- 
timony of the divine Preſcience and Inter- 


poſition, He that can foretell Things to 


come, which depend on natural Cauſes and 
Effects, muſt have the Powers of Nature 
under his Command; and he that can Pre- 
dict thoſe which depend on the voluntary 
Actions of Men, muſt have the HEARTS of 
Men under his Direction, and muſt be at- 
tentive to the Courſe of all neceſſary and 
free Acts, to diſpoſe them without the Ap- 

Y pearance 
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pearance of a ſupernatural Interpoſition, to 
work out the Event, which had long before 


This is an Evidence 


been predicted. 


eaſily examined and not caſily evaded. We 
can with the leaſt Attention ſee that parti- 
cular Events were foretold and were actually 
in due Time fulfilled; nay the Prediction 
and Completion are often recorded, not only 
by different Perſons, but by Perſons of dil- 


ferent Intereſts and Opinions. 


Thus Heathens ſhall bear Witneſs to the 
Truth of Moſes's Diſpenſation, and both 
Heathens & Jews to the Authority of Chriſt. 
Cyrus's Name and great Atts fhall be fore- 
told in ſacred Authors, and the Hiſtory of 
them related by pr:Faze ones.— The Time 
of the coming of the Mefſhah ſhall be punc- 
tually defined by Jewiſh Prophets; and the 
Completion of it recorded by all Writers.— 
The Scripture of the New Teſtament ſhall 
forctell the total and irreparable Deſtruction 
of Jeruſatem, a Jew ſhall pen the Account 


of 
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of it, and an Fleaihen confirm it, by record- 
ing the fruitleſs Attempt to rebuild it.—It 
is difficult among the numerous Prophecies 
to fay, which 1s upon the whole moſt clear 
and convincing.—But it Difficulties can be 
rais'd by the Arts of ſubtle Oppoſers, againſt 
the Meaning of ſome, and the Manner of 
compleating others; yet the whole Series of 
Prophecies from the beginning of the World 
to the preſent Time, fulklled often by thoſe 
who never heard of them, and ſometimes by 
thoſe who would have been glad to have de- 
feated them; this I ſay amounts to a Def 
monſtration irreſiſtible, which a little Senſe 
may eafily diſcover, & much Learning can- 
not cvade.—In Fat this will not only con- 
rm the Truth, but contribute much to ex- 
plain tne Notion of Providence, when we 
obſerve in what Manner the Schemes both 
of good and bad Men, without influencing 
the Liberty or leſſening the Merit or De- 
merit of either, are made inſtrumental to 
effect pre-determin'd Purpoſes. 

1 Theſe 
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Theſe are Arguments drawn from Faas, 
which united with the others I before ad- 
duc'd are ſufficient, and amount to Con- 
viction on this Head, even for thoſe who 
ſhould not acknowledge the Authority of 
Scripture : But thank God we are an aſſem- 
bly of Chriſtians, fully perſuaded of this im- 
portant Truth, on Grounds far Superior to 
human Argument: The ſacred Volume tells 
us, that the Lord looketh from Heaven, he 
beholdeth all the Sons of Men, from the 
Place of his Habitation he looketh upon all 
the Inhabitants of the Earth; he faſhioneth 


their Hearts alike, he conſidereth all their 
Works. 


The Acknowledgment however of this im- 
portant Truth is not ſufficient, it demands 


our Attention, our Gratitude and our Obe- 


dience. 


If God attends to and protects 
cach Individual amongſt us, if every Bleſ- 


ling that we enjoy, in whatever Manner de- 
riv'd to us, flows from the inexhauſtible 


Source 
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Source of his Providence; there ought we 
in all our Ways to acknowledge him, that 
he may dirett our Paths; in our Endeavours 
for others, we ſhould ſay with the King of 
Iſrael, if the Lord do not help thee, how ſhall 
7 help thee! and in our Proſpetts and De- 
ſigns ſhould remember with St. James, that 
we onght to ſay, if the Lord will, we ſhall 
live and do this or that —Our Dependence 
on the Deity ſhould be ſincerely intended 
and frequently expreſs'd, leſt we fall under 
that divine Malediction utter'd by Jeremiah; 
thus faith the Lord, curſed be the Man that 
truſteth in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, 
and whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord. 
Yet how frequently is this Guilt and this 
Malediction incurr'd ? How numberlels are 

the Mercics we receive, without raiſing our 
Hearts to him that ſends them: How often 
do we enjoy the comfortable Fruits of di- 
vine Bounty, without thinking of the Cauſe. 
Let us not my Brethren continue in ſuch 
groſs negleét, let us call to recollection 


in 
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in how many Inſtances a gracious Provi- 
dence has favour'd each cf us, in our Paſ- 
ſage thro' Life; what unforeſeen Benefits 
have been confer'd on us; what unexpected 
Deliverances wrought for us from immi- 
nent Dangers ; how many ſuch Mercies do 
now upon this Recollection occur to us, 
which before for Want of ſuch Attention, 
we ſuffer' d to pals unheeded: Has not every 
real Neceſſity been reliev'd in whatever Sta- 
tion of Life we are placed; and have not 
many Comforts in Proportion to our Station 
been added to it.—If theſe are not the Ef- 
feats of Fate or Fortune, but the Gifts of a 
wiſe Diſpoſer of all Events, ought they to 
paſs thus diſregarded; and ſhall we dwell 
upon our Wants only, which perhaps are 
imaginary, or if real, overballanced by Con- 
veniences and Bleſſings; inſtrumental at leaſt 
to ſuch in this World, or certainly to be re- 
compenced by greater in the next; and whilſt 
our Attention is thus engaged, our Grati- 


tude cannot remain inactive; the warm en- 
thuſiaſtic 
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thuſiaſtic Rapture of the Pſalmiſt will burſt 


ſpontaneouſly from our Lips, © Praiſe the 
Lord O my Soul, and all that is within me 
praiſe his holy Name ; praiſe the Lord O 
my Soul and forget not all his Benefits; who 
forgiveth all thy Sin and healeth all thine 
Infirmities; who ſaveth thy Life from De- 
ſtruction, and crowneth thee with Mercy 


and loving Kindneſs.” 


This Part of our Duty 1s its own Reward, 
increaſes the Number and Reliſh of the 
Bleſſings confer'd on us, give us an humble, 
yet not leſs pleaſing Senſe of our deriv'd 
Importance, and will make us great in the 
Greatneſs of our Protector, and teach us to 
ſet a due Value upon our own Dignity, thro” 
the Value and Regard our Creator has 


ſhewn, and continues to ſhew to us. 


Laſtly, the belief of a particular Providence 
ſhould teach us Obedience to that ſuperin- 
tending Power which we acknowledge; it 


ſhould 
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ſhould enforce an abſolute Reſignation to 
the Inflictions, and an uniform Compliance 
with the Laws of the divine Diſpenſation: 
If he will ſupply all our Neceſſities, then 
ſhould we caſt all our Care on him that thus 
careth for us; and if he ſees all our Steps, 
and marks our goings, then ſhould we be 
zealous to approve ourſelves to him, on 
whom all our preſent Comforts and future 
Hopes depend; in Diſtreſs of Circumſtances 
this will be our Support, in Trials of our 
Integrity, this our Preſervative, in all Dan- 
gers and Difficulties of whatever kind, this 
our only Refuge and Conſolation ; and when 
by Dedication of our whole Hearts and 
Lives to his Service, we have made our ſu- 
preme Benefattor our ſure Friend, we may 
ſafely ſay, God is our Hope and Strength, a 
very preſent Help in Trouble, therefore 
will we not fear, though the Earth be moved, 
and tho? Hills be carried into the midſt of 
the Seas. 
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Gen. Epiſtle St. PETER, Chap. I. Verſe 2. 


Add lo your Faith Virtue, and to Virtue 
Knowledge. 


I the Paſſage I have juſt now repeated, 


are contain'd two Precepts of differ- 


ent Tendency, but of equal Importance.— 


— 5 — - 
— 


The former tends to diſcredit and overturn 
the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone, 


the latter indicates that Knowledge, or In- 


— — — —— — —— — —L— — — 


formation to be attained by the Exertion of 


our mental Faculties, is here recommended 
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— — ” = — . ]«⏑—＋Q . ]—r»— 1 


as a powerful Aid to confirm our religious 


Perſuaſion; and a mean (as the Apoſtle at- 


terwards expreſſes it) to make our Calling 


and Election ſure.— This Subject is pecu- 
liarly intereſting to us, not only as a Society 
profeſſedly eſtabliſned for the Improvement 
and Communication of Science; but becauſe 
ſome Writers of conſpicuous Rank, both in 


7. Society 
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Society and the Republic of Letters, have 
ventured to aſſert that the Revival and Cul- 
tivation of Learning, have given a rude 
Shock to the Fabric of revealed Religion. 
What their Arguments in Support of ſo 


hardy an Aſſertion may amount to, I ſhall 


perbaps take a ſpecial Occaſion to remark. 


I ſhall however at preſent confine myſelf 
more particularly to conſider the Alliance 
which ought always to ſubſiſt between Re- 
ligion and Learning, and the Neceſſity of 
ſuch Alliance for the true Edification of the 
Church of Chriſt. 


of the Mind of Man in its uncultivated 


When we take a View 


State, unaſſiſted by thoſe Irradiations which 


ſhould point out to him his Dependance on 


a Being infinitely ſuperior to himſelf, and 
the Relations he ſtands in to thoſe about 
him; uninſtructed at the ſame Time, in any 
of thoſe Acts and Accompliſhments which 
furmſh the Conveniences and Embelliſh- 
ments of Life; the Picture appears ſo dil- 


agreeable 
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agreeable, that it would be difficult to per- 
ſuade us that it bore any Reſemblance to 
ourſelves; or that a Creature ſo rude and 
imperfett could be the Work of an all-wiſe 
and powerful Creator.—-Nor indeed tho' 
whole Nations are now to be found, who 
are degenerated into this State of deplorable 
Darkneſs, was this the Caſe of Man at the 
beginning, when God pronounced all his 
Works perfett, and gave him as the chief of 
all created Perfection, to be Lorp over 
them? The intimate converſe which the 
Almighty condeſcended to hold with our 
firſt Parent, not only impreſs'd on him the 
ſtrongeſt Notions of religious Dependance 
and Subjection; but alſo as is moſt proba- 
ble, and as may be collected from the ſa- 
cred Writings, furniſh'd him with every 
Principle of human Science, and a thorough 
inſight into the Works of the Creation. It 
is not indeed very eaſy to apprehend wherein 
his Likeneſs to the divine Being ſhould con- 
fit; unleſs we allow him to have been as re- 
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plete with all mental Perfections, as was re- 
quiſite to his Rank and Station in the 
Univerſe. 


Religion therefore and the Accompliſh- 
ments of the Mind which paſs under the ge- 
neral Name of Learning, were the Birth- 
right of Man in his pure and innocent State, 
and as he was privileg'd and enabled to look 
up to Heaven in Atts of Piety and Adora- 
tion, ſo he was aſſiſted in doing it by the 
Knowledge he had obtain'd of the Beauty 
and Goodneſs of the Works of God on 
Earth. True and genuine Science, ſuch 
as was that of our general Anceſtor, will 
always contribute to the Support and Ad- 
yancement of Religion; and the religious 
Mind will ever be the beſt able to corre& 
the Sallies, and ſupply the Deficiencies of 


human Learning. 


But this high and dignified Condition of 
Man was of no long Continuance ; the ſame 


Deviation 
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Deviation from Duty which alienated him 
from the Favor of God, impair'd and debi- 
litated his rational Faculties, and the Mind 
was no longer the fruitful Nurſery of divine 
and philoſophical Truths, which ſprung up 
ſpontaneouſly in it; but like the Ground 
which was curſed for his Sake, was ſoon 
over run with unprofitable and noxious 
Weeds, only to be ſubdued and eradicated 
by the utmoſt Labor and Care. In the 
ſucceeding Ages of the World, the ſmall re- 


mains of Light and Reaſon which were here 
and there ſcatter'd, were probably contain'd 
in traditional Precepts and Obſervations, 
deriv'd from the firſt Man, and ſerv'd per- 
haps to give ſome faint Directions for the 
Conduct of Life to thoſe who ſtudiouſly at- 
tended to them; *till they were afterwards 
obſcur'd by that general Irruption of Un- 
godlineſs and Folly, which ended in the al- 
moſt total Deſtruction of Mankind. From 
this View of Things, we cannot but perceive 
the Uſe and Neceſſity of ſome ſocial Con- 

nexion 


174 SERMON IX. 


nexion and Aſſiſtance for the Support of 
Learning, and Religion, & the recovering in 
ſome Meaſure the dignity of the human Mind 
by inſtructive Diſcipline and regular Educa- 


tion. As the Powers of Doubt and Error, of 


Folly & Vice, have taken ſuch ſtrong Poſſeſ- 
ſion of our Natures, it is requiſite that ſome 
Plan ſhould be form'd, and ſome League 
concerted for the re-cftabliſhment of the In- 


What 


this Scheme for the Advancement of Reh- 


tereſts of Knowledge and Virtue. 


gion ſhould be, may perhaps be beſt deter- 
mined, by examining what the Wiſdom of 
all Ages of the Church, both under the Jew- 
ih and Chriſtian Diſpenſation has thought 
moſt conducive to this Purpoſe ; what the 


Succeſs of paſt Attempts has been, and by 


hat Means they have ſometimes fail'd. 


It muſt however be premis'd in this Place, 
that when we ſpeak of Religion as improv'd 
and advanced by human Diſcipline, it muſt 


be meant ſo far only as the ſacred depoſit of 


Revelation 
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Revelation hath been preſerv'd by it, in its 
original Purity ; true Religion by which 
the Will of God, and the Duties requir'd of 
us are plainly made known to us; never was 


and never could be the Invention and Work 


of Man, but came down as an immediate 
Gift from the Father of Light; the means 
of preſerving it untarniſh'd, and diſplaying 
its luſtre (excluſive of the Influences of the 
holy Spirit upon the Soul) have been com- 
mitted in a great Meaſure, to the ordinary 
Inſtruments of Providence, and may on that 
Account be conſider'd as part of that men- 
tal Inſtruttion which we receive from each 
other; and conſequently where the moſt 
powerful Combination of Religion and 
Learning is, there will each of them flouriſh 


molt. 


The [Jewiſh People to whom was com- 
mitted the Law and the Covenant, and to 
whom God was pleas'd to make himſelf 
known by his eſpecial Care and Superin- 


tendence 
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tendence over them as his peculiar Nation, 
were from their firſt Settlement in the Land 
of Promiſe, furniſhed with Seminaries for 
the Promotion of divine and human Know- 
ledge.—But tho' we read of theſe as high 
as the Times of Joſhua, we have no diſtin& 
Account of the Nature of their Inſtitution, 
or what Regulations they were under; pro- 
bably they did not for ſome Ages riſe to 
any Degree of Perfettion, or ſpread their 
Influence in any great Meaſure over the 
Minds and Manners of that People, from 
the conſtant Wars they were engaged in 
with the Remnant of the Canaanites, or the 
Incurſions of neighbouring Nations.—The 
great /Era of their complete and more ſo- 
lemn Eſtabliſhment, ſeems to have been the 
Days of Samuel, who retiring from the 
Court of Saul, fix'd his Abode at Naioth ; 
and there founded the Schools of the Pro- 
phets, and himſelf preſided over them. 
Afterwards in the time of Elijah, they were 


removed, or new Ones ereted under his 


Patronage 
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Patronage and Direction at Bethel and je- 
richo, and under thoſe of his Succeſſor Eli- 
ſha, at Gilgal.— The Jewiſh Writers ſpeak 
in very high Strains of theſe places of Learn- 
ing, and particularly of the great Veneration 


paid to them and the Privileges they enjoy'd. 


The Members they tell us were exempted 
from all burthenſome Offices both Civil and 
Military; the Seats of their Reſidence were 
held ſacred, and had the Rights of the Sanc- 
tuary allow'd them. Hence probably David 
choſe Naioth as the ſafeſt Place of Refuge 
from the Perſecutions of Saul; and may we 
not ſuppoſe, that he ow'd ſomething more 
than his bare Safety to this Retreat? Might 
not the Genius of the royal Pſalmiſt receive 
ſome Share of its Improvement from the 
Precepts of Samuel? or might it not here 
firſt catch thoſe Flames of Piety and Devo- 
tion, which afterwards ſo conſpicuouſly ſhone 
forth in his Writings! be. this as it may, it 
is certain that one of the chief Employments 

Aa of 
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of the Perſons educated in theſe Seminaries, 


was that of compoſing Hymns to the Deity, 


and rehearſing them to Muſic.— They were 
beſides inſtructed in the Principles of moral 
and natural Philoſophy, in the Writings and 
Doctrines of Moſes, and in the Jewiſh Po- 
Under theſe Inſtitutions the State 


lity. 
of Religion and Learning among the He- 
brews was greatly improv'd, ſo that after 
the return from the Babyloniſh Captivity, 
when this Scheme was enlarg'd by Ezra, in 
the Erection of Synagogues, (to each of 

| which we are told there was a Seminary an- 
1 nex'd) an utter End was put to that Defec- 
tion to Idolatry, to which that People had 
| _ 1 been additted, ever fince their Deliverance 
a. from the Slavery of Egypt. 


9 From Ezra there followed a Succeſſion of 
„ Men, whom we generally find diſtinguiſhed 
by the Title of Elders of the great Syna- 
gogue. —By the Labors of theſe, and by 
their Skill in Hiſtory and Criticiſm, the 


Canon 
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Canon of the Jewiſh Scripture was comple- 
ted, The cloſe of this Succeſſion, (about 
300 Years before Chriſt marks that Point of 


Time) when their Religion was beſt under- 
ſtood and praQtis'd, and what is worthy of 
Notice in Illuſtration of our Argument, 
when Learning had attain'd to its greateſt 


Height amongſt them.——By what Means 


they deſcended from theſe Attainments, and 
admitted a general Corruption of Science 
and Morals, cannot be conſider'd with due 
It will be ſufficient for 
our preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, that by their 


accuracy here. 


Diviſion into Sets and Parties, they unhap- 
pily loſt Sight of that ſober and edifying 
Diſcipline, which to the Benefit of their 
Church and Nation, had for ſome Time been 
eſtabliſh'd amongſt them. By one of theſe 
Sects the Word of God was ſet at nought, 
and made of none Effect, by their Zeal for 
what they call'd the Tradition of the Elders, 
and their utter negle& of the moral Law; in 
the Place of which they ſubſtituted a very 


Aa 2 rigorous 
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rigorous Obſervance of the Ceremonial.— 
By another the Epicurean Dottrines were 
openly held and taught, and thoſe of a Re- 
ſurrection and a future Judgment (the great 
Safeguards of Virtue) oppos'd and ridiculed. 
Theſe two grew and multiphed, and drew 
the People after them, ſo that when our Sa- 
viour came on Earth the Jewiſh Church was 
torn in Pieces, on the one Hand by a Li- 
centiouſneſs that border'd on Atheiſm, and 
on the other by an Hypocriſy almoſt as dan- 
gerous to Religion as Atheiſm itſelf. —The 
Appearance of the Son of God, and the Pro- 
mulgation of a new Religion to the World 
by him and his Apoſtles, 1s a Tranſattion of 


Providence, in which human Science had no 


Share.——lIt is that Boundary between the 
two CEconomies of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Churches, which rejects all the ordinary Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Learning and Policy, and aſſerts 
itſelf to be all miraculous and divine; yet it 
may be obſerv'd of this Point of Time, that 
it was highly mark'd by that People whoſe 


conqueſts 
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Conqueſts and Empire had overſpread the 


World, for the moſt eminent Improvements 
of the Powers and Faculties of the Mind; 
and we may perhaps be allow'd to ſuppoſe, 
that for this among other Reaſons, God made 
Choice of that Age as beſt prepar'd for the 
Reception of that ineſtimable Gift. In 
Conſequence hereof, the Goſpel made its 
ſpeedieſt and moſt direct Advances to the 
chief Fountains of that Light, which we may 
thus (without Violence) ſuppoſe to be kind- 
led and diffus'd, in order to attend its In- 


troduttion into the World; as a candid Exa- 


mination by the Learned was the Teſt, by 


which it ought to have been tried, and was 
tried. —It did not confine itſelf to that par- 
ticular Diſtrict, from whence it drew its 
original, till a more favorable Age of Dark- 
_ neſs might ſuffer it to ſteal abroad undiſ- 
cuſs'd and unexamin'd, but was preach'd by 
the immediate Meſſengers of its Author, at 
Rome, Corinth and Athens; to Men who 
fpent their Time in nothing elſe, but either 
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to hear or tell ſome new Thing, ſome new 
Diſcovery of Reaſon and Philoſophy; and 
many of them as we find in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, ready to liſten and to hear again, 
before they decided on any Point of Impor- 
tance.— Whatever Portion of ſupernatural 
Aid might be neceſſary to the two or three 
ſucceeding Centuries, it is certain that even 
in the Apoſtolic Age, the Alliance began to 
be regularly form'd again between Religion 


and human Learning. 


Some of the moſt early Converts to Chriſ- 
tianity, and Defenders of it by their Writ- 
ings, were ſuch as had been bred up in all 
the Knowledge of the Gentiles, and made 
great Uſe in their Apologies, of the beſt 
Sort of heathen Philoſophy. Ahe School 
of St. Mark at Alexandria, which flouriſhed 
thro' the firſt Ages of the Goſpel, ſupplied 
thoſe Champions of the Faith, to whom the 
primitive Church (under God's Providence) 


ow'd 
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ow'd the Conſervation of the Purity of its 
Dottrines. 


The Times which followed afford us a 
frightful Scene of the Triumphs of Igno- 
rance and Barbarity ; from the Ruin of the 


Roman State, and the Incurſions of the 


northern Nations.—In thoſe evil Days, 
Religion diſtreſs'd and affrighted took Shel- 
ter in the Cloyſter, but in ſuch Company, 
and under ſuch Patronage, Learning diſ- 
dain'd to follow: Theſe were the Ages in 
which the Biſhops of Rome ſeiz'd the favor- 
able Opportunity of aſſerting their Incroach- 
ments, and introducing the Corruptions of 
Chriſtianity. —This was the long dark 
Night of the Church, in which the Enemy 
came and ſow'd Tares among the Wheat, 


and almoſt deſtroyed all the Hopes of the 
Harveſt. 


How deplorable the Ignorance of our own 
Nation was during this period may be learned 


from 
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from our own Hiſtorians, one of whom re- 
preſents every Kind of Literature as laid 
aſleep and almoſt Dead; and the Clergy 
themſelves, whoſe Lips ſhould have pre- 
ſerv'd Knowledge, are repreſented as un- 
qualified to perform the ordinary Duties of 
their Office. —_—— Thus it was, 'till Alfred 


like another Samuel aroſe, and gathering to- 


gether the ſcatter'd Remnants of Learning, 
gave both to Science and Religion a more 


ſtable and permanent Foundation.- It 


was not long before the good Effects of his 
Eſtabliſhments proclaim'd themſelves to the 
World, for in little more than half a Cen- 
tury we meet with the Names of Dunſtan 
and Athelwold, under whoſe Patronage 


Learning began to be introduced into ſome 


of the Monaſteries. The Progreſs of its 
Growth was no ſmall Embelliſhment to the 
two or three ſucceeding Ages: It was not 
however *till the 15th Century that it made 
its moſt ſucceſsful Effort, when by a happy 


Combination of Circumſtances, the Stores 


of 
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of ancient Science were laid open, and the 
Approaches to them made acceſſible to every 
common Degree of Genius and Induſtry.— 
The Light of Learning that began to ſpread 
over the Weſtern Church by theſe Means, 
ſhew'd the Way for Religion to emerge out 
of Darkneſs; and the next Age brought 
about the Reformation! After this Period it 
is unneceſſary to trace the Matter further : 
however I mult obſerve to you, if at any 
Time ſince that Period, Religion hath been 
diſgraced by the Abſurdities and Phrenhes 
of Enthuſiaſm; if her Doctrines have been 
Miſunderſtood and perverted to the worſt of 
Purpoſes, and the Decency of her outward 
Garb defiled and profaned; it was then when 
Learning alſo underwent the like cruel treat- 
ment, as 1s abundantly manifeſt from every 


Period of later Hiſtory. 


In theſe happier Days when the Advan- 
ces made in eſtabliſhing the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and in 
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diffuſing the purer Knowledge of it; in the 
Cultivation of a rational Philoſophy and the 
Improvement of every polite Art and Em- 
belliſhment of Life, have perhaps extended 
themſelves as far as the Strength of the hu- 
man Mind is capable of conducting its Re- 
ſearch; happy were it for us, if this Pro- 
fuſion of divine and human Light were not 
obſcur'd and affronted by the general Li- 
centiouſneſs of our Manners, and an eager 
defire in many to diſbeheve againſt all Con- 
viction; that Religion which alone can ſup- 
port the Dignity of our Nature, and add the 


moſt ſolid Comfort and Satisfaction to the 
Mind. 


We have ſeen from this ſlight Review, 


that it ſeems to be the Purpoſe of Almighty 


God, and the ſettled Scheme of his Provi- 


dence, that religious Knowledge ſhould in 


{ome Sort keep pace with the other Improve- 
ments of the Soul; that fuch is the Connec- 
tion between Religion & Learning that when 


either of them has been loſt or corrupted, the 


other 
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other has not fail'd to withdraw its ſhining, and 


when one of them has in any Age ariſen to 
great Eminence, the other has not fail'd to 
attain to the ſame Degree of Perfection. It 
ſeems indeed to be the proper Reward of 
the Minds exerting itſelf in the Acquiſition 
of any laudable accompliſhment, that Heaven 
ſhould open itſelf to its Enquiries, or that 
when the Knovledge of God and his Righte- 
ouſneſs have been firſt embraced and che- 
riſhed by it, the inferior Attainments ſhould 
be added unto them. 


And yet it has bcen aſſerted that the Re- 
ſurrection of Letters was a fatal Period to 
Chriſtianity, now hear the noble Writer's 
Argument, © Many Fats piouſly believ'd 
in former Times, and upon which the Truth 
of Chriſtianity has been reſted very impru- 
dently, have in more enlighten'd Ages been 
ſubverted or render'd very precarious by a 
ſtrict, but juſt Application of the Rules of 
Criticiſm,” Which is no more than to ſay 
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what will readily be allow'd, that the Uſe of 


true critical Learning hath diſperſed many 


of the Clouds, with which Superſtition, Ig- 


norance and Credulity, had obſcured and 
This 


ſeems a ſufficient Specimen of his Mode of 


disfigured the Face of Religion. 


arguing, I cannot dwell upon it. 


It appears then both from Reaſon and 
hiſtoric Experience that Religion and Learn- 
ing mutually ſupport and are ſupported by 
each other; it only remains to add that we 
of this Society, the very Inſtitution of which 
evidently points to this Connexion, ſhould 
labour as far as in us lies, to improve our 
Philoſophy in Subſervience to Religion, and 
again to apply the ſalutary Moderation of 
pure Religion, as the Guide and Curb of 
thoſe Sallies to which an heated Imagina- 
tion is ſubject in the Purſuit of Literary 
Knowledge; that all our Enquiries may 
thus tend to confirm our Faith, to ſtrengthen 
our Virtue, and to add to both true and ſer- 


viceable Knowledge. 
SERMON X. 


SERMON X. 


I. Conti THIANS, Chap. XV. Verſe 35. 


But ſome Man will ſay how are the Dead 
raiſed up and with what Body do they come. 


Wer we to argue from the mere 
Light of Natural Reaſon, the Dif- 
ficulties, nay the utter Impofſibility of 
giving a juſt and ſatisfattory Reply to this 
Queſtion, would be readily allowed. The 
Fact however is, that the Myſtery of the 
Reſurrection is a diſcuſhon not regularly 
amenable to the Bar of Reaſon, but pecu- 
larly a Scripture Doctrine rejecting all hu- 
man Theory, and explicable only, as far 
as it 1s explicable, by Scriptural Illuſtration. 
I ſhall make it my Buſineſs therefore on 
this Subject, to collate and compare the ſe- 
veral Paſſages of theſe Holy Writings that 
relate 
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relate to the Queſtion before us, and thus 
by an unobjettionable Comment, to deduce 
a Doctrine which I truſt will prove con- 
ſiſtent in its ſeveral Parts; and moreover 


ſatisfactory and encouraging. 


The Difficulties which early embarraſſed 
the Chriſtian World, upon this Topic aroſe 
from the injudicious Introduction of imper- 
fect human Philoſophy, and the Sophiſtry of 
the Sceptics.—As this Species of theoretic 
Refinement was particularly cultivated a- 
mong thoſe to whom St. Paul addreſſed this 
Epiltle; it is generally ſuppoſed that in the 
Words of the Text, he anticipated a very 
natural Queſtion on the Part of the Epicu- 
rean Philoſophers, as his Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection was totally irreconcilable with 
their abſurd Tenets. 


How far, or in what Degree of Perfection 
the Revelation af this important Doctrine 
was committed to very early Ages, we have 


but 
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but ſlight Grounds to aſcertain; but that a 


Doctrine of Reſurrettion was in ſome Mea- 
ſure known even before the Law, I think 
may be ſafely argued, as upon this very 
Ground our bleſſed Saviour ſilenced the 
Sadducees : for in Part of his Reply to the 
Queſtion which they propoſed to him as un- 
anſwerable, reſpetting the Caſe of the Wo- 
man and ſeven Huſbands, he ſays as touch- 
ing the dead that they riſe; have ye not read 
in the Book of Moſes (a Book which they 
themſelves acknowledged) how in the Buſh, 
God ſpake to him, I am the God of Abra- 
ham and the God of Iſaac and the God of 
Jacob, yet he 1s not the God of the Dead, 
but the God of the Living, ye do therefore 


greatly err, 


It is highly probable that 
every Application of this Expreſſion before 
the Law, had a Reference to this Myſtery ; 
which we may without any Violence to 


Scripture ſuppoſe was more particularly re- 
veal'd to the Patriarchs, in the Conferences 


which at that Time God ſo graciouſly 
vouchſafed 
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vouchſafed to them ; and that this Opinion 
was receiv'd amongſt the Jews, derives Con- 
firmation from the Epiſtle written to them, 
in which we cannot well ſuppoſe the Writer 
would be ſo injudicious as to reſt an im- 
portant Argument upon a Point unacknow- 


ledged. 
ing the Catalogue of the Faithful, which 


. 


In the 11th Chapter in recount- 


begins with Abel and comes down almoſt to 
the loweſt Ages of the Jewiſh Church, 
« theſe all as well as Moſes, had a Reſpe& 
unto the Recompence of the Reward, and 
thoſe to whoſe Lot it fell, underwent the 
ſevereſt Trials, not accepting Deliverance, 


that they might obtain a better reſurrettion.”” 


If we wanted Teſtimony that the Reſur- 
rection was a Subject of common diſcuſſion, 
and alſo acknowledged by many of the Jews, 
we find ſufficient in the Acts of the Apoſtles: 
in the 24th Chapter, in St. Paul's Defence 
before Felix, where he makes open Profeſ- 


on of the genuine Creed of their Religion 


and 
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and appeals to his Accuſers themſelves for 
this ancient Article of their Faith; we find 
this remarkable Paſlage, But this I confeſs 
unto thee, that after the Way which they 
called Hereſy, ſo Worſhip I the God of 


my Fathers, and have a hope towards God, 


which they themſelves alſo allow, that there 
ſhall be a Reſurrection of the Dead. 


Afterwards in his Defence before Agrippa 
and Feſtus, he makes another Confeſhon of 


the ſame Faith, and proves concerning the 


Point in Queſtion, that it was admitted by 
the Jews,“ and now I ſtand and am judged 
for the Hope of the Promiſe made of God 


unto the Fathers, (unto which Promiſe he 


tells them the Jews themſelves hope to 
come) and yet for this . hope-ſake, King 
Agrippa I am accuſed of the Jews. What 
this Hope and Promiſe were, we learn from 
the Queſtion ſubjoin'd; why ſhould it be 
thought a Thing incredible with you, that 
God ſhould raiſe the Dead? 

Cc What 
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What the Opinions concerning the Mode 


of the Reſurrection amongſt the Jews were, 
Scripture does not warrant us to pronounce ; 
I mean not at prefent to enter into any Dif- 
cuſſion of the well known Paſſage in Job, 


or to appeal to the incontrovertible Anti- 


quity of that Book.—The Viſion of the 
Prophet Ezekiel in the Valley of Bones, 
ſeems a ſtill more pointed Alluſion to the 
Doctrine in Queſtion, and whatſoever it may 
be eſpecially ſuppoſed to imply, it tends ob- 
viouſly to convince us, that it alluded to a 


general & received Belief of a Reſurrection. 


There was a Noiſe and behold a ſhaking, 
and the Bones came together, Bone to his 
Bone, & when I beheld, Lo ! the ſinews and 
Fleſh came upon them, and the Skin co- 
vered them above, and the Breath came 


into them, and they liv'd and ſtood up upon 


their Feet. I am aware that many Com- 
mentators refer all the Circumſtances of this 
Viſion to the Deliverance from the Baby- 

loniſh 
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loniſh Captivity, and not to any prophetic 
Let 


us even ſuppoſe it fo, and I argue thus; the 


Annunciation of the Reſurredction. 


Prophet in foretelling this Event here adopts 
a typical Repreſentation ; now a typical Re- 
preſentation from the very Nature of the 
Term, implies the Idea of ſomething habitu- 
ally known. — It would be abſurd to ſup- 


poſe him to repreſent a Fact under Imagery 
that was not familiariſed to their Minds, 
and would in ſuch Caſe be a ſingular In- 
ſtance of want of Judgment, inadmiſſible in 
an inſpired Writer : I therefore conclude 


from this Paſſage, that either the Prophet 


was here explaining to them the Mode of 


the Reſurrettion itſelf, or otherwiſe that he 


applied a receiv'd and current Opinion 
about it to another Purpoſe ; ſo that whether 


the Paſſage relates to the Reſurrection, or 


the Deliverance from the Captivity, it e- 


qually ſhews the then current Opinion of 


the Reſurrection. If this Argument be 


allow'd any Weight, we may collect from it 
Ge ſomething 
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ſomething of the Jewiſh Opinion on this 
Subject. Let us now hear St. Paul after 
Chriſt had riſen: In the Chapter out of 
which I have choſen the Text, St. Paul 
ſpeaks largely and explicitly on this Subject. 
Of the Body he ſays, it is ſown in Cor- 
ruption, it is rais'd in Incorruption, it 1s 
ſown in diſhonour, it is rais'd in Glory, and 
again as we have borne the Image of the 
Earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the 
Heavenly, and thus concludes that Fleſh 
and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
God. In another Paſſage he is ſtill more 
explicit, Who ſhall change our vile Body, 


that it may be faſhioned hike unto his glo- 


rious Body.” 


Now it is ſomewhat ſingular that theſe 
Expreſſions of the State of the Reſurrettion 
leem not vell to fall in with the Idea excited 
by Ezekiel's Viſion, nor in Fact with the 
evangelical Hiſtory of the New Teſtament : 
We there find that Chriſt roſe in his inden- 


tical 


SERMON X. 197 


tical Perſon of Fleſh and Blood, for he eat 
with the Apoſtles the unbelieving Thomas 
thruſt his Hand into his Side, and in every 
other Reſpett he ſo entirely reſembled the 
human unalter'd Form, that we find Mary 
miſtook him for the Gardiner, and others 
for a Man travelling to Jeruſalem. The 
Scripture itſelf, tho* written by different 
Pens, yet marked with that ſtrict Confor- 


mity which reſults from Truth, may perhaps 
be able to reconcile in a ſatisfactory Manner 
the Contrariety of Expreſſion and Repre- 
ſentation, ſo Manifeſt between the Language 
of St. Paul, and the hiſtorical Narrative re- 
ported by the Evangeliſts : The Fatt is, the 
Apoſtle and the Evangeliſts allude to dif- 
ferent Stages of a progreſhve Event; it is to 
be obſerved that our Saviour Chriſt for 
ſome Time did not ſpeak explicitly to the 
Apoſtles of his Death and Refurretiion, 
and that when he did, their Notion of it at 
that Time was ſuch, that Peter ſays to him 
« far be it from the Lord,” for which he was 


ſeverely 
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ſeverely rebuked by our Saviour: But as 
the Time of the full Accompliſhment was 
approaching, our Lord found it neceſſary 
to be more explicit with them, and to re- 
concile it to thoſe on whom he particularly 
depended for its due Promulgation, ſome 
Expedient was effentially neceſſary; may 
we not then ſafely hazard a Conjetture, that 
for this expreſs Purpoſe, he ſhew'd them 
the glorious Viſion of his Transfiguration on 
the Mount ; that this Transfiguration was 


connccted with his Reſurrettion, I gather 


from the Injunttion laid upon them, at the 


Time to tell no Man the Viſion until the 
the Son of Man be again riſen from the Dead. 
Prohibitions to the Apoſtles from declaring 
what paſſed between him and them are not 


unuſual.— Thus in the preceding Chapter 


after Peter's acknowledgment of his Maſ- 
ter's divine Authority, they are order'd to 
tell no Man that he was Jeſus the Chriſt; 
for this impos'd ſilence, there is an obvious 
Reaſon given by every Commentator ; but 

in 
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in the latter Caſe the Injunction being laid 
for a ſpecified Time, ſhews clearly that 


when that Period expired; it was equiva- 
lent to a poſitive Command, then to declare 


. — Had the Viſion been declared be- 


fore, the other leſs informed Apoſtles might 
have been miſled; they might have attainted 
the Veracity of the Relation, when they 
ſaw the Subject of ſuch Glory ſubmit to 
Death ; they might alſo have been miſled 
to ſuppoſe that his Reſurrection would have 
been in that tranſcendant glory which would 
have effectually defeated an Object which it 
ſeems our Saviour thought particularly ne- 
ceſſary to impreſs upon their Minds his per- 
ſonal Identity after the Reſurrection: We 
cannot pronounce with Certainty upon his 
Reaſons; whatever they were, it appears 
that after the Viſion, Peter who before re- 
volted at the Idea of his Death, was now 
perfectly reconciled ; in all probability as 
well from the Glory which he now was per- 


ſuaded ſhould ſucceed, as from the Tenor 


of 
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of the Converſation which then paſſed be- 
tween Chriſt, Moſes and Elias, the Subject 
of which St. Luke tells us was Chriſt's 


Death. By thus connecting the Tranſ- 


figuration with the Reſurrection, we diſco- 
ver what may appear an important End of 
that glorious Viſion, the poſſibility of uniting 
ſuch Glory with the Identity of the Perſon; 
for we ſee in the three Evangeliſts, that the 
three Perſons mentioned were diſtinctly and 
perfectly known, for Peter in the rapturous 
Extacy of the Viſion cries out, it is good 
for us to be here! and propoſes to build 
three Tabernacles to them, naming our Sa- 


viour, Moſes and Elias. 


We are told in Scripture that Chriſt is 
the firſt Fruits of thoſe that Sleep. We 


have therefore good Grounds for a reaſon- 


able Expettation, that our Reſurrection will 


conſequently be ſimilar to his. Now the 


ſcriptural Doctrine of his Reſurrection, I 


have already endeavour'd to trace, we find 
that 
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that he ſuffered and was buried in the F leſh, 
we find alſo that he was raiſed in the Fleſh, 
that no viſible Alteration had taken place 
in his Appearance, for he eat with the Apoſ- 
tles and was miſtaken by them and Mary, 
for an ordinary Man; ſuch then if we be- 
lieve the Scriptures muſt be the ſecond 
State of our Bodies, or the firſt and mo- 
mentary State of our Reſurrection: Now 
St. Paul tells us that Fleſh and Blood can- 
not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
that we ſhall be changed in a Moment, in 
the twinkling of an Eye; and in another 
place that God will change our vile Body, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto his glo- 
rious Body ; of ſuch change no Inſtance or 
Appearance had been given by our Saviour 
unleſs we confider as ſuch the inſtantaneous 
Transfiguration on the Mount; and to this 
the Original ſeems to have a Reference not 
preſerved in our Tranſlation. —The Paſſage 
according to a late ingenious Divine, may 
run thus, © who ſhall change the Body of 
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our Humiliation, to become of the ſame 


form of his Body of Glory,” an Explana- 
tion which points out an immediate and in- 
timate Connexion between the Reſurrection 
and Transfiguration: And this Expreſſion is 
again literally preſerved by St. Peter in his 
fecond Epiſtle, where he expreſsly ſpeaks 
of the Transfiguration, and applies it to the 
coming of our Lord, a Conſideration very 
much in Point; hear the Paſlage ! For we 
have not followed cunningly deviſed F a- 
bles, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
but were eye Witneſſes of his Majeſty, for 


he rece:v'd from the Father, Honor and 


Glory, when there came forth a Voice to him 


from the excellent Glory, © This 1s my be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleaſed,” and 
this Voice which came from heaven, we 
heard when we were with him in the holy 


Mount. 
Lt 
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It 1s generally allowed and with Reaſon, 
that the Reſurrection of our bleſſed Saviour 
is the great Support of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; and of itſelf unaided by any other 
Teſtimony ſufficient to eſtabliſh its Credibi- 
lity: it would be needleſs to repeat to you 
the many Paſſages in Scripture, in Proof of 
this, St. Paul dwells upon it with anxious 
Perſeverance, and if we examine the va- 
rious Miracles performed by Chriſt, we find 
no other of them ſo pointedly Circumſtan- 
tial as this; it appears from the Relation 
that the Jews, diſappointed as they were in 
their ExpeRation of a temporal Prince, yet 
by the Tenor of Chriſt's Doctrine ſo con 
ſormable to the Prophecies, ſtill were in 
Doubt and Suſpenſe for the Proof of the 
For this 


purpoſe with mark'd Attention they reſolv'd 


great Point of his Reſurrection. 


to make the Sepulchre ſure, ſealing the Stone 


and ſetting a Watch. The perſpicuous 


Simplicity of the Relation in the ſeveral 
Evangeliſts of this great Event, and the 


D d 2 circumſtantial 
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circumſtantial Conformity of their Accounts 
in this important Fact of the Hiſtory, a- 
mount to the higheſt Degree of Evidence, 
reſpetting the Fatt; if we further conſider 
the Circumſtances of the People who have 
given us this Teſtimony, it becomes indiſ- 


putable. 


If the Apoſtles could have any 
worldly Deſign in a Fiction of his Reſur- 
rection, ſome might perhaps doubt their 
Sincerity, or if we can ſuppoſe that the 
Senſes of all of them were deceived in his 
ſeveral Appearances after his Reſurrection, 
we may doubt the Reality of the Fatt. With 
Reſpet to the latter, the Senſes of Thomas 
could not well be ſuppofed to deceive him, 
when he thruſt his Hand into his Side, and 
his Finger into the Print of the Nails; this 
Relation and the Doubts of the Apoſtles 
themſelves are told with ſuch an artleſs Sim- 
plicity, as is inconſiſtent with Artifice or 
Deſign, beſides if any artful Deſign was the 
Objett, they were very unfortunate in the 
Choice of a Time, for its accompliſhment, 


when 
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when Jeruſalem was filled with People for the 
Celebration of the Paſſover : But ſurely De- 
ſign is a Term that cannot in this Place be 
applied without a ſtriking Abſurdity ; we ſee 
the Apoſtle to whom Chriſt himſelf had ſaid 
formerly he would found his Church on him 
as on a Rock, at the Approach of Danger, fled 
and abjured all Knowledge of him with moſt 
ſolemn Aſſeverations, yet afterwards when he 
had been expreſsly told what he ſhould ſuf- 
fer, nay even the particular Manner of his 
Death ſpecified, (as menti oned by St. John) 
this Man openly declares the Reſurrettion 
of Chriſt. —If this Apoſtle was not ſincere, 
I know not where to look for that Virtue. 
The Credibility of this Fa& then reſts upon 
the Teſtimony of Men, whoſe perſonal In- 
tereſts and every powerful Principle of hu- 
man Nature mult prompt them to have con- 
cealed it, yet theſe Men we ſee were ſo per- 
ſuaded of the Fatt, and the certainty of its 
Conſequences; that the Love of Life itſelf 
gave way: and can we doubt or reſiſt the Force 
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of ſuch Evidence, or why ſhould it appear a 
Thing incredible to us that God ſhould 
raiſe the Dead; the great Being that crea- 
ted us can by the fame Power collect the 
moulder'd Atoms into the ſame Form, and 
endue it with the Body of his Glory : That 


the Jews in general from their national Pre- 


judice, reſpecting the Character in which 


their Meſſiah ſhould come, did not believe, 


(probably from not examining the Circum- 


ſtances of his Reſurrection) is certain; not 
that they conceived ſuch a Fact to be impoſ- 
ſible; they had Teſtimony of ſomething 
ſimilar in their own Books of undiſputed 
Authority, in the Circumſtances of the Mi- 
racles wrought by Elijah and Eliſha, too 
well known to require Repetition now.— 


But in the preſent Inſtance a rooted Pre- 


zudice and national Pride operated againſt 


Conviction, and their ill conceived Idea of 


a Deliverer, was irreconcileable with the 


Appearance of one ſuffering on the Croſs; 


in Conſequence of this Miſapprehenſion, 
the 
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the generality of them enquired no farther 
about the Matter, and the Circumſtance of his 
Reſurrection became a Subject of ſerious 
Concern to thoſe only of more Information. 
Accordingly we find that the Application to 
Pilate to ſecure the Sepulchre was made by 
the chief Prieſts and Phariſees, as the former 
were particularly intereſted to preſerve the 
Jewiſh Law, its Pomps, Ceremonies and 
Advantages to themſelves, which would. 
have been effectually aboliſhed by the Sim- 
plicity of the Chriſtian Doctrine. — The lat- 
ter perhaps unwilling to give up that never 
failing Source of public Applauſe, their rigid 
Obſervance of Rites and Ceremonies, which 
would have been rendered ineffectual & ri- 
diculous, had the Religion of Chriſt been 
eſtabliſhed by his Reſurrettion.—The moſt 
enlighten'd of the heathen Philoſophers, 
acknowledged the immortality of the Soul, 
but as to the State of it after Death, their 
Surmiſes were wild and various, add to their 


ſeveral Fancies on this Head the Abſurdity 
of 
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of the doftrine of the Tranſmigration, intro- 
duced by one of their moſt admired Sages, 
and then yourſelves judge of the ſtriking 
Neceſſity for a determinate Revelation on 
this head. This explicit and valuable Re- 
velation, we my Chriſtian Brethren are hap- 
pily in Poſſeſſion of, let us then reflect upon 
our diſtinguiſhed Privilege with Gratitude, 
let that Body of Glory to which the good 
and virtuous ſhall be transfigured, be always 
in our Thoughts, let it direct us in our Ac- 
tions here, and render us meet Subjects for 
that Kingdom, where dwells inconceivable 
Glory, and where Death is ſwallowed up in 
Victory, thro' the Sufferings, Death, and 


Reſurrection of our bleſſed Redecmer. 
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II. PETER, Chap. III. Verle g. 


1 


— ==" —„— 


Knowing this Firſt, that there ſhall come 
in the laſt Days, Scoffers. 


T would be a great Point gained in the 
Cauſe of Truth, if we could once per- 
ſuade Men to reaſon calmly and diſpaſſion- 
ately about it; if they could be brought to 
debate on Things ſerious in a ſerious Man- 
ner, and to regulate all their Enquiries in 
Matters of an allowed Importance, by the 
Rules of Decency and Sobriety.—N o Man 
that is a real Friend to Religion, can be 
willing to oppoſe a rational Examination 
into the Truth of any opinions or Dottrines 
that come recommended to us by the Au- 
thority of ſo venerable a Name, not only 
becauſe this would be an impregnable Se- 
E. e curity 
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curity to Error where it had ever taken 
Poſſeſſion, but becauſe the Intereſt of Truth 
itſelf mult be injured by it, which may give 
Room for Suſpicion when it declines a 
Scrutiny, but will retain all its Weight and 
Purity in Trial, and ſhine even with a greater 
Luſtre for the feverity of it.— Every Man 
who profeſſes himſelf to be a free Enquirer 
in religious Concerns, ſhould bring with 
him a Mind duly diſciplined to make his 


Enquiries fucceſsful. 


Having laid in a proper Store of previous 
Knowledge to inform his Underſtanding, he 
muſt be ſatisfied of the vaſt Importance of 
the Matters he is about to take into Conſi- 
deration, he muſt approach them with Mo- 
deſty and Reverence, examine them with 
Meekneſs and Sincerity, and Judge of them 
with Candor and Impartiality.—Thoſe who 
are already ſettled in true religious Princi- 
ples would not long be at Variance with 
ſuch a Diſpoſition as this: But it is one 
Thing 
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Thing to convince Men who delight in In- 
ſtruction ; and another to prepare Men to be 
capable of Conviction.— This is a Taſk of 
Labor and Difficulty indeed, for whilſt a 
Levity of Mind, an Aﬀettation of Novelty, 
an undiſtinguiſhing Averſion to Superſtition, 
the ſelf-ſufficiency of Ignorance, or ſuper— 
ficial Enquiry; the Prevalence of Faſhion 
or Contagion of evil Acquaintance, and 
above all ſtrong Prejudices in Favor of vi- 
cious Habits; determine Men ſeverally, 
againſt the Doctrines and Duties of an holy 
Religion; how ſhall we go about to explain 
the one or enforce the other? In vain do 
we oppole to ſuch Unbelievers the Strength 
of Reaſon and Argument, when they loſe 
all their Force, merely becauſe they are ad- 
vocates for Religion, whilſt from the ſame 
Principles, every little plauſible Plea that 
can be arged in Favor of Iufidelity, is em- 
braced as Demonſtration : And to aggravate 
the Misfortune; theſe are a Generation {o 
Wiſe in their own Conceit, that as they will 

5 E e 2 not 
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not give ear to Admonition, ſo neither can 
they be prevailed upon to be ſilent; obſti- 
nate in Error themſelves, their Satisfaction 
is incompleat without labouring for Proſe- 
lytes.— It is however our Duty, whatever 
be the Succeſs, to perſevere in recommend- 
ing the Intereſts of Religion, and it behoves 
us eſpecially, fince we reſt the Succeſs of 
our Cauſe upon the Truth of it, that we 
neither defend it ourſelves in ſuch a Manner 
as to weaken it, nor ſuffer our Adverſaries to 
overthrow it by Subtilty & Stratagem : And, 
that as we may be ſure they can be furniſhed 
with no Arguments againſt us from right 
Reaſon; ſo we ſuffer them not without De- 


tection, to ſubſtitute fallacies in their Room. 


It falls not within my preſent Deſign to 
enumerate or diſtinguiſh by their ſeveral 
Kinds, all the Arts of falſe Reaſoning, by 
which Infidels pervert the Judgment of 
Mankind; ſeduce the illiterate and unwary, 
and even ſometimes perplex the Diligent 


and 
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and more learned Enquirer: But my pre- 
ſent Subject confines me to the Confidera- 
tion of a particular Artifice, which though 
little connected with Reaſon, and rarely with 
the Appearance of it, has perhaps done more 
Miſchief in general to the Intereſts of Re- 
ligion, than any other Mode of Attack ; I 
mean the ſeducing Application of the Arts 
of Mockery, and the Shafts of Ridicule.— 
In the purſuit of this Subjett it would be 
my indiſpenſible Duty to examine the inſi- 
duous Arguments of a late popular and ce- 
lebrated Writer, but that it has already 
been ſo amply accompliſhed by an appro- 
priate and able Tratt: I ſhall therefore at 
preſent confine myſelf to the following Sub- 
jects; to ſhew that an Inclination to Ridicule 
is apt to lead Men off from any ſerious En- 
quiries at all; that it cannot in itſelf avail 
to the Diſcovery or the Trial of Truths; 
and that the Application of it, even in De- 
fence of Religion, is neither a proper or 


effeQual Method to promote its Intereſts. — 
I 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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I ſhall further obſerve how thoſe who pre- 
tend moſt to this Talent of Ridicule do in 
Reality employ it, and ſhall briefly recom- 
mend the Means of ſecuring our Religion 


againſt all Attacks from this Quarter. 


If, as I have juſt obſerved a Fondneſs 
for Ridicule is apt to lead Men from any 
ſerious Enquiries at all, it ought to follow, 
that we ſhould be cautious how we indulge 
ourſelves. in a Propenſity to it; becauſe al- 
lowing that it might be of Service if pro- 
perly applied, yet in all likelihood we never 
ſhall make that right Application: And that 
the foregoing Obſervation 1s juſt, Experi- 
ence will teach us, and Reaſon may Ac- 
count for what Experience teaches us to be 


true. 


For whatever Qualities may be neceſſary 
to furniſh Men with a Talent for Ridicule, 
yet we ſhall almoſt univerſally find a Levity 
of Mind to be the Main-Spring that ſets it 


in 


\ 
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in Action, and accordingly, the Paſhon is 
indulged at the Expence of Friends, Reli- 


gion and every the moſt ſolemn Occaſion. 


Nor indeed is it to be preſumed that 
Men bigotted to this kind of Wit will ever 


loſe an Opportunity of exerting it; or be 


reſtrained by Propriety and Decency, when 
Sprightlineſs and Humour alone is their 
Aim.—They can no more be inclined to, 
than they are qualified for ſerious Enquiry, 
for how ſhould they perplex themſelves with 
Examination of Principles, and tedious De- 
duction of Conſequences, to ſettle, what 
they are very unanctious to have ſettled at 


all, their own Thoughts. 


That Men of this turn ſhould have made 


ſome ſuperficial Enquiries into religious 


Matters, and that by a ſlight Application 
they ſhould have furniſhed themſelves with 


a kind of Skill, actually worſe than Igno- 


rance; I mean that of raiſing Doubts and 


Difficulties, 
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Difficulties, without knowing or caring for 


a Solution, 1s as readily to be accounted for 


as admitted; as this 1s their laſting Fund 
for Ridicule, without which ſome Oppor- 
tunities of diſplaying their Talent would be 
loſt : Now the more Solemn the Subject, the 
more the Ridicule is heighten'd ; as Perſons 
are the more expoſed by an antick Repre- 
ſentation, in Proportion to the Gravity of 
their CharaQers.—Thus will a Fondneſs for 
Ridicule in all probability prevent Men 
from entering at all into any Enquiries re- 
lative to Religion, any further than as they 
furniſh Materials for the Exerciſe of Wit; 
but even allowing Men of this fantaſtical 
turn to enter ſeriouſly into religious En- 
quiry, it remains to. ſhew that Ridicule 1s 
neither a good Aſſiſtant in the purſuit, nor 
a juſt Criterion of Truth. It is the Judg- 


ment, the diſcriminating Faculty of the 


Mind which is chiefly engaged about Truth. 
The end of Ridicule is to amuſe by ſtriking 
out whimſical and unexpected Similitudes; 
therefore 
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therefore in ſeriöus Matters of Religion, 
where the Subject affords but little Fund for 
this Talent, where the Truths are obvious 
and diſtin, they muſt neceſſarily be diſ- 
guiſed and miſrepreſented before they can 
become its proper Object, and Truth muſt 
be made ſo to reſemble Error, that it will 
be difficult to diſtinguiſh and delineate its 


original Features; nor can we with any 


Juſtice call that a proper Aſſiſtance in the 
Diſcovery of Truth, which attually draws 
over it a Maſk to diſguiſe it.— Neither is 
Ridicule a better Criterion for the Trial of 
Truth, than an Aſſiſtant in the purſuit of it, 
it is by no Means proving it to be ſo, by 
aſſerting that Truth is to be tried by Ridi- 


cule, becauſe it can never prevail againſt 


Truth; for upon this principle, Perſecution 
or any other the moſt injurious Treatment 


of Religion may be recommended for the 
Trial. 
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And altho' we know that Truth 
far prevail, as to be incapable of being 
falſe by any Artifice, yet may it not by 
ridiculed, appear to be ſo, and loſe 
of its Effects; and may not a haſty 
mination be made to its Prejudice, 
the Ridicule 1s diſcerned to be falſe ; 
it always eaſily and quickly diſcc 
whether Ridicule be pointed at its 
Object; here the cool Deliberation 
Underſtanding alone can operate, at 
ſuppoſed Standard of Trial muſt itſe 
mit to another ſuperior Criterion, ou 
Reaſon, which is capable of anſ{werin; 


Purpoſe much better without it. 


But the moſt ſpecious Plea in Be 
this Practice remains, and which car 
greater Weight, becauſe it has ſon 
been eſpouſed by indiſputable Frie 
the Cauſe of Virtue and Religion.- 
been urged that the Ridicule is in r 


to be propoicd as a Guide to condut 


5 
Truth will fo 


of being made 
it not by being 
and loſe much 
a haſty Deter- 
ejudice, before 
be falſe; nor is 
ly diſcovered, 
1 at its proper 
eration of the 
crate, and this 
muſt itſelf ſub- 
2r10N, our right 
inſwering every 


tit, 


a in Bchalf of 
hich carries the 

has ſometimes 
ble Friends, to 
eligion.—It has 


> is in no wile 


> conduct us to 


the 
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the Knowledge of religious Truths, yet 
when they are eſtabliſhed on their own 
Foundation, and have approved themſelves 
to our Judgment, that then it may be of con- 


ſiderable Service both in Defence and Re- 


commendation of them; that it may be pre- 


valent to ſilence unreaſonable Oppoſition; 
to keep true Piety in Countenance, and to 
make irreligion aſhamed. I ſhould be ſorry 
to deprive Religion of any Aid that can 
contribute to the Security of it, but I am 
unwilling to call in any Auxiliaries whoſe 


Services are queſtionable; and therefore 


muſt obſerve that Ridicule is no wiſe ſer- 


viceable to promote the Intereſts of Reli- 
gion.—As to Gain-Sayers it is in vain to 
think of ſilencing them by Retaliation of 
Raillery, who then only expect Succels, 
when the Trial is put upon a wrong Iſſue, 
it can never be done but by ſerious Argu- 
mentation propoſed in the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs and Charity.—The former of theſe 
will ſecure our own Cauſe; and the latter 

F f 2 will 
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will contribute much to win over our Ad- 
verſaries.— Whilſt we rely upon ſtrict Rea- 
ſoning only we ſecure a Foundation; and a 
ſoft Anſwer is a Recommendation to others 
of the Reaſoning it contains: Whereas there 
is an Acrimony in Ridicule, that will ex- 


aſpcrate rather than reclaim, and render 


Men incapable of receiving the Truth, by 
Prejudicing them againſt it, from the very 
Channel of Conveyance; nor are we our- 
ſelves free from all Dangers of Deluſions 
from ſetting up falſe Lights, which may 
give our Adverſaries an Advantage over us, 
by leading us alſo out of the Way ; neither 
is Ridicule to be truſted as proper to pro- 
mote the practice of Religion and Virtue by 
endeavouring to put Vice and Immorality 
out of Countenance; they are not of ſo 
modeſt a Nature, and if Arguments of a 
more ſublime Kind, drawn from nobler 
Motives have no Efficacy, they are not to 
be vanquiſhed by being laugh'd at.— The 
Obligation we are under to conform to the 


Will 
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Will of God, which is the Foundation of 
Duty; the eſſential and eternal Differ- 


ences of Things which conſtitute Virtue and 


Vice; the Conformity of the one and the 
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Diſagreement of the other to our Nature; 
and the Improvement or Debaſement of it 
conſequent upon our different Choice of 
acting; are the true Motives to influence 
and determine a rational Creature.—The 
Love of God to Mankind, and his Abhor- 
rence of Wickedneſs, exhibited in the Myſ- 
tery of our Redemption; the Precepts, the 
Examples, the Sufferings of our bleſſed 
Lord, the Life and Immortality he has re- 
vealed, the gracious Promiſes of the Gol. 
pel to allure Men to Goodneſs, and the 
dreadful Judgments denounced againſt the 
obſtinately Profane; are ſtill more forcible 
' motives to perſuade and animate a Chriſtian. 
If Mens' Minds are ſteel'd againſt receiving 
any Impreſſion from ſuch Topics as theſe, it 
is a Kind of Preſumption to expett it from 
Ridicule, which beſides we are not 3 


riſed 
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riſed to make Uſe of either from Revelation 
or Reaſon.—It was not the Practice of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles to make a jeſt of 

Mens” Vices, but they diſcountenanced all 
ſuch Behaviour as much as might be, both 
by their Doctrine and their Examples. — 
Even Solomon who ſo much inſiſts upon 
the Folly of Wickedneſs, does not treat it 
ludicrouſly, but ſpeaks of it as a Folly 
more apt to move Melancholy than Mirth, 
even as the Folly of Fooliſhneſs and Mad- 
neſs; and Reaſon itſelf may likewiſe inform 
us, that nothing is ſo likely to leſſen the na- 
tural Veneration and Awe in Men, with 
which the Conſideration of religious Mat- 


ters is attended, and upon which in a great 


Meaſure depends the Effect they are likely 
to produce in the Mind, as a light. and lu- 
dicrous Treatment of them. Men will be 
apt to think that Things cannot be of any 
weighty Conſequence, which even they who 
recommend them, make ſo free with them- 


ſelves; 
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ſelves; and that neither Danger nor Death 


is at Hand, where they who denounce them 


are themſelves in Sport. 


To ſay that Ridicule is of no real Uſe, 
would appear a harſh Aſſertion to thoſe 
who conceive themſelves poſſeſſed of a 
Talent for it.—So long as it is left in full 
Poſſeſſion of every F olly, of every Abſur- 

dity, and Extravagance in Life, in ſhort of 
all Things that are Blemiſhes in human 
Conduct, rather than Vices; the Advocates 
for it will have no Reaſon to complain that 


it will ever want Employment. 


If from the foregoing Conſideration it ſhall 
appear that Ridicule is not proper to be 
allowed in the Defence of Religion; how 
ſtrong muſt be the Concluſion that it never 
ſhould be employed to the Deſtruttion of 
it: If it ſtands in Need of Excuſe even in a 
good Man, and in a good Cauſe; how ut- 


terly unpardonable muſt it be, when uſed 


by 
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by bad Men to bad Purpoſes? For it is not 
to be expetted that the pleaſantry of Wick- 
edneſs ſhould take away the malignity of 1t, 
or that Wit ſhould atone for Sin; and yet 
as there 1s a daring Tribe of Men, who de- 
clare open War with it againſt every Thing 
which is Sacred, I ſhall now proceed to 
obſerve as I propoſed, how thoſe who pre- 


tend moſt to this talent generally employ it. 


The firſt Sort that fall under our Notice 
are thoſe who attack Religion in general, 
who have no juſt Notions of God and his 
Attributes, deny or diſregard*® his Provi- 
dence, confound all Diſtindtions of moral 
Good and Evil, and have no Senſe of the 
Dignity of human Nature. It is Matter to 
them of endleſs Deriſion that we, who in 
their Expreſſion are but a better Kind of 
Brutes, ſhould pay ſuch Homage to Virtue, 
as to renounce the Pleaſures of the World, 
and often ſubject ourſelves to preſent Cares 


and Inconveniences for the Sake of it, when 
all 
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all that we can propoſe to ourſelves is a 
precarious Expettancy in Reverſion, much 
more when this idol Virtue,. which we fall 
down before is nothing but a Phantom, the 
Creature of our own Imaginations, or at beſt 
depends upon Cuſtom, and the arbitrary 
Conſtitution of human Laws.—Accordingly 
there is not a ſingle moral Virtue which they 
would not banter out of the World, by 
giving it ſome reproachful Name.—If we 
ſhew Zeal for the Honor of God, they 
mock our Enthuſiaſm; if we worſhip and 
fear him, our Superſtition; whatever ge- 
nerous Things have been done for the Wel- 
fare of Mankind, will meet with no better 
a Name than thoſe of Folly, Vanity or De- 
fign; all private Goodneſs will be expoſed 
by them as Grimace, Hypocriſy, and Pre- 
ciſeneſs. But I would almoſt venture to 
demand of theſe very Men, what there 1s 
ridiculous in the Belief of a ſupreme, infi- 
nite, intelligent Mind, the Creator and Go- 


vernor of the Univerſe! whether it be not 


32 moſt 
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moſt abſurd to ſuppoſe the contrary, if we 
but refle& on the Vaſtneſs, Regularity and 
Exactneſs, of the beautiful Syſtem of Na- 
ture? and may not the ſurpriſing Harmony 
continually preſerved in all the Parts of it, 


very reaſonably perſuade us, that the great 


Author of it ſtill ſupports it by his Provi- 


dence, keeping it uniformly in SubjeQion to 
the Laws he at firſt preſcribed? What is 
there ludicrous in ſuppoſing alſo this being 
to be juſt and holy and good, and therefore 
the ſame preſerver of Order in the moral 
World, that he is in the natural ? That for 
this Reaſon he created Man with an excel- 
lent Underſtanding to diſcern ' Good from 
Evil, and with freedom of will to make him 
capable of Rewards and Puniſhments. Can 
it excite the Laughter of any but of F ools, 
when we place the Excellence, of Man's 
Nature in his rational Faculties, and the 
Juſtneſs of his Conduct in the Regulation of 
it by Reaſon: What Folly is there in ſub- 
mitting ourſelves to that which was given us 


for 
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for our Guide and Inſtructor, or how can 
we find any Thing ridiculous in thoſe Ac- 
tions which our governing Principle not 
only approves of but commands.—How 
great then 1s the Folly and Impiety of thoſe, 
who thus wantonly ſhoot their Arrows a- 
gainſt Heaven, who ſcatter Fire-Brands and 
Death amongſt Men, and ſay “ Are we not 
in Sport. But there is another Claſs per- 
haps more numerous and certainly more 
dangerous, who would be thought to be con- 
vinced of the Obligation, and to allow the 
Duties of natural Religion; but are declared 
Enemies to Revelation, and ridicule the Be- 
lief of it upon every Occaſion with all the 
Malice of Wit.—Chriſtianity pleads a Pre- 
ſcription of near 2000 Years, and is at this 
Time the eſtabliſhed Religion of our Coun- 
try; it ought at leaſt by thoſe who ſuſpett 
the Grounds of it, to be examined with 
Candor and to be proceeded againſt with 
Diſcretion and Gentleneſs; for there is a 
decent Regard due to the Religion of a 


G g 2 Country, 
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Country, even tho' it ſhould prove an er- 
roneous one; to laugh at the Public upon 
any Account is to be wanting in that Re- 
ſpect which is due to the common Regula- 
tions of Society; much greater is the Inſo- 
lence when private Men venture to deride 


thoſe Things, which are the Object of public 


Veneration. 


Whoever therefore inſtead of refuting 
Errors by Reaſon and Temper, will treat 
in a contemptuous Manner what carries with 
it to others a ſacred Character; can only 
give Scandal where he ſhould endeavour at 
a Reformation ; and muſt ſhew himſelf to be 


equally a Stranger to good Senſe and to 
good Manners, 


But if we look into the Chriſtian Scheme, 
does there ſeem to be any Thing ridiculous 
in ſuppoſing what cannot well be denied, 
that all Mankind had tranſgreſſed the ori- 


ginal Law of God, whether it was natural 


only, 
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only, or alſo revealed, and that they had 


conſequently involved themſelves in the 


Guilt of Sin; that God is a Being infinite 


229 


in Juſtice as well as Mercy, and that ac- 
cording to our Conceptions it is as much 
the Property of the one, before a Reconci- 
liation with Offenders, to inſiſt upon ſome 
Atonement; as it is a token of the other, 
graciouſly to accept it; that accordingly he 
ſent his Son into the World to take human 
Nature upon him, and in that to be a Sacri- 
fice and Propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole World: That by an extraordinary 
Revelation, at a Time when Ignorance and 
Vice had overſpread the World, he taught 
Mankind their Duty in a more explicit and 
perfect Manner than it had ever been known 
before; that he ſupported his Laws with the 
propereſt Sanctions, and promiſed us ſuch 
Aſſiſtance for the fulfilling of them, concur- 
rent with our own Endeavours; as the meer 
natural Man muſt want, both as an Encou- 
"agement and as a Support.—This is but an 


imperfect 
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imperfe&@ Sketch of the Chriſtian Scheme; 


but enough to diſcover that there is much 
in it to excite our Adoration of the divine 


Goodneſs, but nothing to create our Mirth. 


It remains only that I ſhould briefly re- 
commend the beſt Means of ſecuring our 
Religion againſt ſuch Attacks. — The chief 
Thing requiſite is a thorough Knowledge of 
the Grounds and Principles of our Reli- 
gion: When we know 'the Realon of the 
Hope that is in us, it then becomes an An- 
chor of the Soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
which will hinder us from fluctuating amidſt 
a Diverſity of unſettled Opinions, and will 
keep us firm and immoveable againſt the 
Shocks of Infidelity. —ConviQtion ariſing 
from an inſight into Truth will inſpirit us in 
every Conllict, and will be a Defence againſt 

the Craft of Sophiſtry and the Stings of Ri- 
dicule. Secure in the Strength of a rational 
Belief, the Enemy can have no Advantage; 


but if we profeſs to teach a Religion which 


WC--. 
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we have only taken upon Truſt; as our No- 
tions concerning it will be erroneous, ſo 
our Inſtructions will miſrepreſent it, and 
our Defence betray it: An injurious Expo- 
ſition; or an injudicious Vindication, will 
ruin the beſt of Cauſes, and lay the Author 
of them open to cgrtain Mockery and Con- 
tempt. —How careful therefore ſhould we 
be to furniſh ourſelves by proper Applica- 
tion with all neceſſary and uſeful Know- 
ledge for the Service of Religion, leſt per- 
adventure we be found to fight againſt God, 


even out of a Zcal for his Honour. 
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HE BREWS, Chap. II. Verſe 17. 


Wherefore in all Things it behoved him 


to be made like unto his Brethren. 


T appears from many Paſſages in Scrip- 


ture, that the great Objettion made by 
the Jews to the Divinity of Chriſt, aroſe 
from their being unable to comprehend the 
Poffibility of uniting the divine and human 
Natures; accordingly we find that when our 
Saviour told them that he was the Son of 
God, and that he and the Father were one, 
they took up Stones to ſtone him. — And as 
this Difficulty prevented many of them from 
embracing Chriſtianity at all, ſo it appears 
from particular Paſſages and from the whole 
Tenor of this Epiſtle, that the ſame Rea- 


ſons 
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fons were tending to introduce Apoſtacy 
amongſt thoſe who had. The Apoſtle pro- 
ceeds in it with great Clearneſs of Method, 
to ſhew them in the firſt Place the difference 


between our Saviour and all other Beings 
of which they had any Idea under a divine 
Miſſion.— He begins the Epiſtle by ſaying, 
God who at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fa- 
thers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
Days ſpoken unto us by his Son. —He pro- 
ceeds to ſhew the Charge, the Majeſty, and 
the Divinity of Chriſt, his eternal preſence 
at the right Hand of the Father, and his Su- 
periority to the Angels; and on this Part 
of the Subject, the following Remark may 
not perhaps be thought ſuperfluous: In the 
7th Verſe of this Chapter, the Quotation of 
the Apoſtle from the Pſalms runs thus, in 
the vulgar Tranſlation ; thou madeſt him a 
little lower than the Angels, which Expreſ- 
ſion in our Language is not juſtified by the 
Original, the Greek Words beyond Con- 

H h troverſy 
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troverſy, fignify a ſhort Space of Time, 
which very Words occur again in the gth 
Verſe, by which is clearly meant that he was 


for a ſhort Time rendered inferior to the 


Angels, as participating of our Nature: And | 


it will appear that I have not in this Con- 
ſtruction wreſted the Greek Words, from 
the Senſe in which the Evangeliſts and Apoſ- 
tles uſed them; ſor let us look to the Akts 
of the Apoſtles 3th Chapter and 34th Verſe, 
where the ſame Greek Expreſſion preciſely 
occurs, and in the Senſe I have expreſſed ; 
they are there tranſlated for a ſhort Space, 
meaning a ſhort Space of Time, the Paſſage 
is as follows, © Then ſtood there up one in 
the Council, a Phariſee named Gamaliel, a 
Doctor of Law, had in Reputation among 
all the People, and commanded to put the 
Apoitles forth a liltle Space.” —Again in St. 
Luke after a little while another ſaw him 
and ſaid, „Thou alſo art of them, and Peter 
ſaid I am not.“ In this Paſſage the Words 


are nearly the ſame, and the preciſe Word 


carries 
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carries the ſame Signification as before.— 


have been led into this Digreſſion to reſcue 


this Paſſage from Miſinterpretation, but I 
row return to the Subjea.—The Apoſtle 
in Purſuit of his Train of Reaſoning begins 
the ſecond Chapter thus; «© Therefore we 
ought to give the more carneſt Heed to the 
Things which we have heard, left at any 
Time we ſhould let them ſlip.” Thus fhewing 
the ſuperior Degree of Attention to be paid 
to the Doctrine of Chriſt. —He then pro- 
ceeds to the Humiliation and the Excel- 
lence of Chriſt, and here his Expreſſions are 
in many Places taken irom the Pſalms and 
with particular Judgment from the 22d, 
which Pſalm appears to be rather hiſtorical 
than prophetical of our Saviour's Appear- 
ance and Sufferings; the Quotations from 
which to the Hebrews might perhaps have 
been of ſingular Weight, as this Pſalm is by 
many judicious Men ſuppoſed to have been 
daily ſung in their religious Ceremonies at 
Day break.—The Apoſtle then ſhews from 

„„ Paſſages 


Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, that he par- 
ticipated of the Nature and Affections of 
Man, and thence judiciouſly points out the 
peculiar Advantages derived to us from this 
particular Mode of Salvation, the Incarna- 

tion of the Son of God. —Altho? this Epiſtle 
was deſigned for the Confirmation of the 
Jews, then in Danger of Apoſtacy; yet were 
there any, (which I truſt there are not of 
thoſe who hear me) who ſtrain at Difficul- 
ties in the Doctrine; what Model of Argu- 
ment can be ſuggeſted Superior to that of 
the Apoſtle, who methodically proves, firſt 
the Poſhbility, then the Advantages of the 
Incarnation, and laſtly the Fact from the 
Jewiſh Prophecies ?—On the firſt Head the 
Apoſtle does not extend, the Jews acknow-- 
ledged the inhnite Power of God, his Om- 
nipotence to effectuate any Mode that ſeems 
beſt to his Wiſdom, is ſufficient to check 
the Raſhneſs of thoſe who dare to challenge 
the Doctrine upon a Preſumption that the 


infinite Wiſdom of God could have deviſed 


many 
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many other Modes of Salvation for us, more 
agreeable to his Majeſty, and more recon- 
cileable to our Reaſon. —Nay, but O Man 
who art thou that replieſt againſt God? Shall 
the Perſon ſaved, ſay unto him that ſaved 
him, why haſt thou ſaved me thus We do 
not argue thus in daily Occurrences; the 
drowning Man who when juſt reſcued from 
Death, ſhould quarrel with his Deliverer 
for ſaving him by any one Limb in prefer- 
ence to another which he might have thought 
more Expedient, would juſtly meet the 


Scorn and Ridicule of Mankind and the 
Rebuke of his Deliverer. 


But there are ſome who leave to God his 
Choice of the Means, provided ſuch Means 
are reconcileable to human Reaſon, and 
objett to the Myſtery of the Incarnation 
upon the Impoſſibility of conceiving the 
Union of the divine and human Natures; 
yet ſuch Men ſeldom deny the Exiſtence of 


their own Souls and Bodies, an Union as 


inexplicable 
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inexplicable to Reaſon as the Doctrine about 
which they cavil.—- But even tho* nothing 
could be here diſcovered from which we 
could argue by Analogy, are we to reſtrain 
the Omnipotence of God within the narrow 
Precincts of Reaſon? can we argue from this 
Standard alone about Creation, can we 
argue about Annihilation, infinite Space and 
endleſs Time? it leads us to acknowledge 
the Poſſibility of the former and the Exif. 
tence of the latter, but in any farther Re- 


ſcarch our Clue 1s loſt. 


If a Man will rezett the Doctrine of Sal- 
vation becauſe God has not thought proper 
to reveal to him a Myſtery for which per- 
haps his Faculties are not ſuited; I ſhould 
expett from the ſame Man, a Determination 
to take no Reſt becauſe he does not com- 
prehend the Nature of Sleep, and to diſcon- 
tinue Reſpiration becauſe that Phyfiologers 
have not been able to demonſtrate to him its 
mechanical Cauſe, and Mode of Operation 

On 


LY 
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on the Animal CEconomy.—Leaving then 
the Poſſibility of the Incarnation; to the un- 
limited Power of God, let us as becomes 
his Creatures, endeavour to trace his Wis- 
dom in that Part of the Bleſſing which lies 
within our reach, and let us exert our At- 
tention and direct our Enquiries to the pe- 
culiar Advantages, that even by us can be 


diſcovered to flow from Chriſt being made 


Let us then 


like unto his Brethren. 
conſider the Deſign of our Saviour's Mil- 
lion, that he came into the World to ſave 
Sinners by turning us away, every one of 
us from our Iniquities, and thereby purify- 
ing to himſelf a People zealous of good 
Works; and we ſhall find that the Manifeſ- 


tation of Chriſt in the Fleſh did more po. 
erfully and more effectually Anſwer this 


End, than any other Means could. 


The firſt Advantage that occurs, is the 
Simplicity of the Character which the Deity 
aſſumed from whom the Precepts of eter- 
nal 
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nal Life might iſſue with all the Sanction of 
the Godhead, without the Terror of its Ma- 
jeſty: We find when God ſpake to the Jews 
in the Fullneſs of his Glory, that it was too 
terrible and full of Majeſty to be ſupported 
by Mortals; and we find that they who 
heard that Voice, entreated that the Word 
ſhould not be ſpoken to them any more, for 
they could not endure that which was com- 
manded; nay ſo terrible was the Sight, that 
Moſes himſelf ſaid, I exccedingly fear and 
quake, and this very Argument the Apoſtle 
makes uſe of in the 12th Chapter of this 
Epiſtle, to ſhew to the Jews the neceſſity of 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, and how 
agreeable it was to his Goodneſs, to con- 
verſe with Men in this F amiliar, this hum- 
ble Manner.—But mark another Advan- 
tage from the Incarnation; if Chriſt had not 
come in the Fleſh and taken our Nature 
upon him, the glorious and powerful Ex- 
ample of Holineſs and Perfection which he 
ſet before us, and which it was abſolutely 

neceſſary 
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neceſlary ſhould be ſet before us, would 
have been loſt to us. And tho' the Argu- 
ments of his Doctrine are concluſive and 
convincing in the higheſt Degree, even were 
their divine Origin not announced; altho* 
their amiable Rectitude engage us in Specu- 
lation, ſtill in as much as Example is more 
powerful than Precepts, in ſo much is the 
Incarnation of Chriſt even to our Under- 
ſtandings demonſtrably ſuperior to any other 
Method which we ourſelves could deviſe : 
for were this Example given by one of a 
different Nature from ourſelves, it might 
no longer be eſteemed an Example for Men, 
but for Angels, and Beings of a ſuperior 
Order. — Such an Example the incarnate 


Son of Gad alone could exhibit, no created 


Being under the Infirmities of our Spiritual, 


and Temptations of our corporeal Nature 
could do it; and this Conſideration at once 
removes all Objections made to the lowly 
and inconſpicuous Character which he aſ- 


ſumed, for he came not to inſtruct us in the 


1 i Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom of this World, the amaſſing of 


Riches and the Acquiſition of Honors; in 
this Mankind were well enough inſtruded 
before, beſides it carries Abſurdity on the 
Face, to ſuppoſe the Son of God ſent into 
the World to enjoy the Pleaſures, Honors, 
and Profits of it; theſe are too far beneath 
the Majeſty of Heaven, and inconſiſtent 
with the eſſential Bliſs of the divine Nature: 
But to manifeſt himſelf to ſhew the mean 
and worthleſs Charatter of thoſe Things 
which Mankind purſue with fo great Avi- 
dity, to hold forth the perſuaſive Example 
of Contentment in a low Condition, of Pa- 
tience and Meekneſs under the ſevereſt At- 
{lictions ; to diſcover to Men the unbeaten 
Road to Happineſs in the worſt Circum- 
Rances of this Life, this was a glorious and 
a God-like Deſign, ſuch as none but the Son 
of God coutd perform, ſuch as we may with 
Reaſon believe he would undertake, and for 
which he might vouchſafe without any Con- 
tradiction to his divine Nature, to live a hu- 


man 
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man Life on Earth, and that too in an hum- 


ble Sphere ; for had he come in a ſuperior 
human Character, altho* he had exhibited 


in his Perſon as he neceſſarily muſt have 


done a ſpotleſs Pattern of Holineſs and Up- 


rightneſs, yet might not the Effects of his 


Doarines on others be attributed more to 
Authority than Perſuaſion, and thus after 
his Return to the Father the Effect might 
have ceaſed. —But in him we find no Exer- 
tion but Argument, Perſuaſion and Exam- 
ple; no temporal Rewards, but the dirett 


contrary; a Certainty of Perſecution. 


It is impoſſible on this Subject to apply 


any Mode of Reaſoning which the Apoſtle 
has left untouched, and the beſt Illuſtration 


of the Dottrine, and would be a perpetual 


Commentary upon the Epiſtle ; but as that 
cannot be complied with here, I ſhall take 
from his Words the Grounds of another Ar- 
gument.—He ſays we have not an high 
Prieſt who cannot be touched with the Feel- 


I 12 ing 


244 SERMON XII. 


ing of our Infirmities, but he was in all 
Points tempted like as we are, yet without 
Sin, let us therefore come boldly unto the 
Throne of Grace, that is let us come for- 
ward with Affurance that we have an In- 
terceſſor before the Father who has taken 
our Nature into an Union with his own, 
which he continually preſents before the Fa- 
ther; the Infirmities and Temptations of 
which he himſelf experienced though with 
Power to ſubdue.—And here another Ar- 
gument ariſes, as the end of Chriſt's coming 
was to turn us to the Lord, and as no Obe- 
dience to his Laws can be truly acceptable, 
but that which ſprings from Love, ſo no 
Scheme could poſſibly engage ſo ſtrongly 
our Gratitude as that which ſo manifeſtly 
declared his abundant Love to us, in ſend- 
ing his Son to take our Nature upon him. 
Had it been poſſible for a Creature to un- 
dertake and effect our Redemption, there 
could be no Bounds to our Eſteem, no 
Language could furniſh Expreſſions of our 


Gratitude 
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| Gratitude for the Bleſſing, nor could we 
ſhew our Senſe of it, unleſs by Idolatry, by 
deifying, worſhipping and paying to him, 
Honors due only to the Divinity: May not 
this perhaps be another Argument why this 
Mode of Redemption was made Choice of 
by the omniſcient God, who knows the 
workings of our Hearts; to remove the 
Temptation to the heinous Sin of Idolatry 
from before us; we find that to prevent 
this in the Caſe of Moſes, who was but a 
temporal Deliverer, and only the Type of 
Chriſt, the provident and indulgent God 
concealed his Sepulchre from the Iſraelites, 
becauſe he knew they would worſhip and 
adore him in it; and may not this Mode of 
arguing be extended, and may 'we not ac- 
count for the Frequency of Idolatry in the 
Heathen World, from the prevailing In- 


fluence, and Force of Gratitude. 


I have now produced ſome of the Ar- 
guments which to us appear reaſonably con- 


vincing 
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vincing why this Mode ſhould be adopted 
by the beneficent God for the Redemption 
of Mankind, and if we thro' a Veil dimly 
diſcover ſo many, is it not reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that there may be infinitely more 
and better ones known only to the Deity: 
Is it not our Duty to trace his Wiſdom, 
where we can diſcover it, and to admire, 
where we fee its Effeas, tho' loſt in the 


Search of ſecondary Cauſes. 


The laſt Point which in Purſuit of the 
Apoſtles Scheme of Argument, I could wiſh 
to recommend to your Attention is the ac- 
_ tual Proof of the Incarnation of our bleſſed 
Saviour from the fulfilling of the Prophe- 
cies in his Perſon: On this the Jews 
themſelves depended for Proof of the Meſ- 
| has; but being miſled by a falſe ExpeQa- 
tion of a temporal Deliverer, they miſinter- 
preted each Prophecy, nor could they be- 
lieve tho' in exact Conformity to one of 
them, that their Deliyerer ſhould come in 


an 
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an humble Character, Meek and ſitting 


upon an Aſs and a Colt, the Foal of an Aſs. 


Yet if we candidly examine the Prophecies 


and compare them with his miraculous 
Birth, and every Paſſage of his Life, they 
agree even in {uch minute Particulars that 
the Shadow of a Doubt cannot remain. We 
find that he himſelf in ſome Meaſure reſted 
the Proof of his Miſſion on the fulfilling of 
the Prophecies in his Perſon, for when 


John had ſent two of his Diſciples to him 


to aſk, art thou he that ſhould come, or 


look we for another? Jeſus ſaid, go your 


Way and tell John what Things you have 


ſeen and heard, how that the Blind ſee, the 
Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the 
Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed, to the Poor 
the Goſpel is preached ; and bleſſed is he 


whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me. 


It may be remarked that this Reply con- 
fiſts of the following Particulars, 1ſt, an Ac- 
count of Miracles perſormed, and theſe 


marked 
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marked by a very particular Kind of Se- 


lection out of many; 2d, the Circumſtance 
of the Poor having the Goſpel preached 
to them; and 3d, an Intimation of Offence 
that had been and ſhould be taken at him. 
An attentive Conſideration of theſe Parti- 
culars may lead us to the true Spirit of the 


Reply, the ſolid Confirmation of his divine 


Authority. Miracles are undoubtedly a 
Proof of ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, but Mi- 
racles had been performed by many of their 
own Nation, and therefore not of them- 
ſelves ſufficient to prove that he it was that 
ſhould come, and that they ſhould not look 
for another, and it ſeems probable that if 
our Saviour reſted his Authority on theſe 
alone he might have been contented to have 
ſent the firſt and general Reply, go and tell 
John what Things you have ſeen and heard, 
without that ſtriking Selection of particular 
Miracles. But if we turn to Iſaiah, there 
we ſhall find the Reaſon of his being thus 
particular, we find it there written, © Then 

the 


4 
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the Eyes of the Blind ſhall be opened, and 
the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be unſtopped, 
then ſhall the lame Man leap as an Hart, 
and the Tongue of the dumb ſing; and hence 
we may collett that the Force of the Reply 
was chiefly directed to the fulfilling of the 
Prophecies in his Perſon; and this is ſtill 
more ſtrongly conarmed by the Remainder 
of it, viz. The Poor have the Goſpel 
preached unto them.—This was certainly 
no Miracle, and tho' it was confeſſedly un- 
uſual amongſt the Jews, yet of itſelf it was 
no Argument of divine Miſſion; but it be- 
comes a forcible one if we look into Iſaiah 
and there read, “ The Spirit of God is 
upon me, for he hath anointed me to preach 


good Tidings unto the Meek.” 


As to the third part of the Reply,“ Bleſſæd 


is he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me;“ 


John muſt have been perſuaded that ſuch 
Offence would come, for John was kimſelf 


at that Time in Priſon! but the Earmony 1s 
K k complete, 
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complete, and the whole Argument col- 
lected, when we read in Iſaiah, © He ſhall 
be for a Stone of Stumbling and for a Rock 
of Offence to both the Houſes of Iſrael,” 
and again, He is deſpiſed and rejected of 
Men, a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
Grief, and we hid as it were our Faces 
from him, he was deſpiſed and we eſteemed 
him not.“ It is not my Deſign, nor indeed 
would it be poſſible for me to compare all 
the Prophecies with the Paſſages of his Life, 
I was led fo far by the ſtriking circumſtances 
of his own Reply.—I can however recom- 
mend it to the Attention of thoſe who hear 
ine, to examine them from a Convittion that 
the greater Attention they beſtow upon the 
Subject, the greater Satisfaction they will 
recelve - the more minute Circumſtances of 
his Life conſpiring with the grand Tenor of 
his Miſſion to form an Harmony that af- 


fords no common Share of Delight. 


I make 
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I make no Doubt but that all who hear 
me are within themſelves convinced that 
had our Saviour appeared in their Time, 


they would not have rejected his Salvation, 


that it ſhould not be ſaid of them that they 


received him not; but as we are not the 


People immediately bleſſed with his divine 


Preſence, how are we to ſhew our Convic- 


tion of his Truth, but by the moſt ſteady 


Adherence to his Precepts, proving by the 


Conformity of our Lives to them that we 
are perſuaded of their Rectitude and con- 
ſcious of their divine Authority; convinced 
from his glorious Example in the Fleſh, that 
they are not beyond hopes of Imitation; and 
relying firmly on his Aid in our Struggles, 
and Interceſſion for our Failures? Under 

ſuch well grounded Perſuaſions, thro* Faith 
and Hope, and perfect Reliance on him, no 
Evil of Life. no Trial of our Faith and 
Virtue will be burdenſome, but with anima- 


ted Joy, we ſhall tho“ at a Diſtance ſee a 


K k 2 Certainty 


* 


—— — wil FIR 


2 all that truſt in the 
infinite Merits and ceaſeleſs Mediation of 


our bleſfed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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